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Rare Stretch of Owasco 
Lake Shoreline Protected

This latest acquisition is on the east 
side of Owasco Lake and features 

scenic bluffs, mature hardwood forests, 
meadows, and a perennial stream that 
runs through a gorge. The Land Trust 
will retain and manage the site as a 
public conservation area in the future. 
A proposed hiking trail will traverse 

diverse habitats and provide excellent 
birdwatching opportunities and terrific 
views of the lake.

The 74-acre property was identified 
as a priority for protection through the 
Land Trust’s systematic efforts to identify 
properties within the Finger Lakes 
region that feature 1,000 feet or more of 

shoreline.  The Owasco acquisition adds 
to a growing list of Land Trust protected 
properties featuring frontage on 
Canandaigua, Cayuga, Keuka, Otisco, 
Seneca, and Skaneateles lakes.

A $950,000 fundraising campaign is 
underway to cover the purchase of the 

continued on page 2

Like many of the Finger Lakes, much of the shoreline of Owasco Lake is lined with private residences and 
seasonal cottages. Fortunately, some stretches of undeveloped shore remain and the Land Trust recently 
protected 1,100 feet of this precious resource.  
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Last year, we experienced 

harmful algal blooms 
(HABs) in each of our 11 
lakes. While the exact causes 
may vary somewhat from 
lake to lake, leading experts 
agree that excessive nutrient 
loading is one of the critical 
issues we must address.

And the sources of these 
nutrients? Everything from 
fertilizer spread on our 
yards and farm fields to 
soil eroding from roadside 
ditches and construction 
sites. A systematic, long-
term effort will be required 
to address this issue and 
must proceed in concert 
with a parallel effort to 
address other sources, such 
as improperly functioning 
septic systems.

For its part, the Land 
Trust is focusing more of 
its attention on this issue while still pursuing land 
protection projects that provide other benefits. As 
referenced in this issue of The Land Steward, we’re 
already working with partners within the Owasco 
Lake watershed to restore wetlands that provide 
important wildlife habitat and also filter runoff to the 
lake.

Thanks to recent grants from New York State’s 
Department of Environmental Conservation, we’re 

poised to secure key parcels 
within the watersheds 
of Cayuga Lake and 
Skaneateles Lake. Funds will 
provide for the acquisition 
of land and conservation 
easements, restoration of 
wetlands and floodplains, 
and the expansion of 
vegetated streamside buffers.

Addressing nutrient 
runoff is truly a monumental 
task but the good news 
is that we’re not alone in 
this fight. We can look to 
other watersheds where 
sustained investments over 
time have been successful in 
addressing this issue.  

As we move forward, 
we’ll not only be restoring 
wetlands and protecting 
key parcels that are vital to 
water quality—we’ll also 
be working to regenerate 

streamside forests and create vernal pools. Please 
visit fllt.org/volunteer if you’d like to get involved as a 
volunteer for future land protection projects. 

Andrew Zepp,  
Executive Director, Finger Lakes Land Trust 

They say a picture is worth a thousand words and I couldn’t agree more when it comes to the 
image of Cayuga Lake below. Taken by a Landsat satellite last year after a spring rainstorm, it 
vividly illustrates the increasing amount of sediment and associated nutrients that are being 
flushed into our beloved Finger Lakes.

property, public access improvements, 
wetland and wildlife habitat restoration, 
and to provide a contribution to the 
Land Trust’s Stewardship Fund to 
support long-term management of the 
site.

Fundraising is already underway 
and includes lead gifts from the Fred L. 
Emerson Foundation and the Gallogly 
Family Foundation. Additionally, 
the New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation, & Historic Preservation 
has indicated its intent to purchase a 
conservation easement to ensure public 
access to the site and its continued 
preservation.

During the coming year, the Land 
Trust will complete a management plan 

and begin restoring wetlands and vernal 
pools through a partnership with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. These 
restored areas will enhance wildlife 
habitat and help filter runoff to the lake. 
The Land Trust will work with additional 
partners to control invasive, non-native 
plants and enhance a streamside buffer, 
by planting native trees and shrubs.

Once habitat restoration efforts are 
well underway, design of the hiking trail 
will begin. Completion of public access 
improvements and a ribbon cutting 
ceremony are planned for 2019.

“Thanks to the strong support of our 
partners and members, we were able to 
move quickly to conserve this beautiful 
stretch of shoreline,” says Land Trust 

Executive Director Andrew Zepp. “This 
property provides a rare opportunity to 
enhance wildlife habitat, filter runoff to 
the lake, and provide for public access 
to a scenic natural area. We’re grateful 
to our donors and partners for making it 
possible!”

For more information and to make 
a gift in support of this project, please 
visit fllt.org/owasco where you will 
find a video, maps, and photos of this 
beautiful new preserve. 

The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges 
Attorney Virginia Calvert of Melvin and 
Calvert Law Firm PC in Syracuse, NY 
for providing pro bono legal services in 
support of this project.

Rare Stretch of Owasco Lake Shoreline Protected continued from cover



The Land Trust recently acquired 14.5 acres on this iconic 
promontory overlooking Canandaigua Lake’s eastern shore. 

Located in the town of Middlesex, Yates County, the property is 
in close proximity to New York State’s Bare Hill Unique Area.

The Land Trust moved quickly to secure a purchase 
contract on this property when it was listed for sale in January. 
The organization was able to make this commitment with 
private donations for land protection projects within the 
southern half of the Canandaigua Lake watershed.

With nearly 400 feet of frontage on North Vine Valley 
Road, the almost entirely wooded property features a mature 
oak-hickory forest with scattered pines and maples. The 
portion of the property closest to the road still shows evidence 
of vineyard rows, but is now covered with groves of black 
walnut and black locust.

“This latest acquisition helps ensure the future of one of 
our region’s most well-known landmarks,” says Land Trust 
Executive Director Andrew Zepp.  “Conserving this land also 
helps maintain the integrity of Canandaigua Lake’s watershed 
by securing steep slopes that are highly susceptible to erosion.”

This project represents the Land Trust’s sixth acquisition 
at Bare Hill. With the exception of a single lakefront parcel 
that will be retained as a nature preserve, land acquired here 
will ultimately be conveyed to New York State as additions 

to the adjacent Bare Hill State Unique Area.  The Land Trust 
hopes to work with the state, and other partners, to construct a 
“shoreline to summit” hiking trail on land that is already under 
conservation ownership.

The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges Attorney John Polimeni 
of Canandaigua for providing pro bono legal services in 
support of this project.
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Land Trust Completes Sixth Project on Bare Hill
Bare Hill holds a significant place in Seneca lore. Legend has it that a mighty serpent 
encircled an Indian village that once stood there—swallowing residents until it was slain by a 
brave young boy. In its death throes, the snake cleared the land and swept the hill bare.
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Bare Hill, overlooking 
Canandaigua Lake in 

Middlesex, Yates County
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Bear Swamp Creek, 
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Protection of this property has been a Land Trust priority for many years, and the 
organization was able to acquire it in 2016 with funding from its internal Forever Fund 

and the Allyn Foundation. Proceeds from the sale of this parcel to the state will return to 
the Land Trust’s Forever Fund, enabling future conservation projects.

Protecting Bear Swamp Creek will help in the general effort to keep sediment and 
unwanted nutrients from washing into the lake, a key conservation strategy intended to 
decrease the number of toxic algae outbreaks.

With this project, the Land Trust has helped conserve a total of four miles of 
streambank along Bear Swamp Creek, considered one of the region’s most pristine 
watercourses. Other protected lands along the stream include Carpenter Falls State 
Unique Area, the Land Trust’s Bahar Nature Preserve, and three privately owned properties 
that have entered into conservation easement agreements with the Land Trust.

Partnerships like this leverage resources for conservation and complement public 
conservation programs. The Land Trust increasingly works within these partnerships, 
embracing shared conservation interests with the state and local organizations. 

Ongoing Land Trust efforts are keenly focused on the use of conservation easement 
agreements with willing and interested landowners to secure hillside lands in this 
area, especially those adjacent to Bear Swamp State Forest and its critical tributary to 
Skaneateles Lake.

Bear Swamp State Forest lies within one of Audubon New York’s Important Bird 
Areas, with special emphasis on forest species. The forest is a popular destination for 
outdoor recreation and has an extensive network of multi-use trails. Learn more about 
Bear Swamp, as well as other destinations for outdoor recreation within the Finger Lakes 
region, at gofingerlakes.org—a new web site created as a public service by the Land Trust. 
Go Finger Lakes features more than 50 mapped locations with 650 miles of trails.

The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges Attorney Ken Holden of the law firm Hancock 
Estabrook, LLP in Syracuse, NY for providing pro bono legal services in support of this 
project.

Land Trust Completes Addition to Bear Swamp State Forest 
In partnership 
with the New York 
State Department 
of Environmental 
Conservation, the Land 
Trust recently added 145 
acres of forests, fields, 
and wetlands to Bear 
Swamp State Forest. 
Located in the town of 
Niles, Cayuga County, 
the property borders 
1,600 feet of streambank 
on Bear Swamp Creek, 
the largest tributary to 
Skaneateles Lake. 
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Property Donation Protects Land and Water, and  
Furthers Land Trust Mission
A generous donation of a 183-acre parcel in the town of Prattsburgh, Steuben County, will 
enable the Land Trust to both protect the property from development and raise funds for 
additional land conservation.
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Thursday, June 7—12:00 pm – 1:30 pm in Ithaca
Tompkins County Public Library—BorgWarner Room, 101 E. Green Street
Join the Land Trust and the Tompkins County Library Foundation for an informative workshop 
led by Kim Rothman, a partner of the law firm Miller Mayer LLP’s Trusts and Estates practice 
group. A light lunch will be provided.

Wednesday, June 13—12:00 pm – 1:30 pm in Canandaigua
Wood Library—Hamlin Meeting Room, 134 North Main St.
Join the Land Trust and the Wood Library for an informative workshop lead by Jim Terwilliger, 
PhD, CFP®, Senior Vice President for the Wealth Strategies Group at Canandaigua National 
Bank and Trust. A light lunch will be provided.

Please RSVP to Mary at 607-275-9487 or marymulks@fllt.org so we know how much lunch  
to order.

Originally a potato farm, the 
property was purchased by 

Rochester residents Harry and 
Barbara Grace in the early 1970s 
as a weekend retreat. The property 
straddles two hilltops separated by a 
valley containing an extended stretch 
of Tenmile Creek, a brook trout stream 
that empties into the Cohocton River.

In addition to more than a mile of 
frontage on the creek, the property 
consists of a mixed hardwood forest, 
several stands of conifers, a small pond, 
and about 40 acres of agricultural fields 
currently leased to a local farmer.

The Graces built a modest cabin 
with views down the Tenmile Creek 
valley, including the hilltops near 
Avoca that are more than nine miles 
to the southwest. They also acquired 
some additional acreage over time to 
create a buffer against encroaching 
development. Despite being largely 
weekend residents, the Graces were 
active in the local community.

“It was a labor of love from the 
beginning,” said Debby Grace, the 
couple’s daughter. “They went there 
every weekend year-round—they had 
to snowshoe in to the cabin in the 
winter—and put an incredible amount 
of energy and effort into the land.”

Harry passed away in 2003, and 
Barbara’s visits grew less frequent in 
subsequent years. But she expressed 
a strong desire to keep the property 
intact. “She made it very clear that she 
didn’t want the land divided up,” said 
Debby.

After Barbara died in early 2017, 
Debby contacted the Land Trust to 
explore options for protecting the 
property. The Grace estate and the Land 
Trust ultimately agreed to a “trade land” 
donation. In this type of transaction, 
the property owner donates the land to 
the Land Trust, which in turn agrees to 
sell the land subject to a conservation 
easement limiting future development. 
After covering the transaction and 

stewardship costs, the proceeds from 
the property sale are used to further the 
Land Trust’s conservation mission in the 
Finger Lakes region.

The proposed conservation 
easement for the Grace property will 
create an environmental protection 
zone along the creek, allow sustainable 
agriculture and forestry, limit future 
subdivision, and constrain future 
development to a single additional 
home.

“This gorgeous piece of land was 
the love of their life,” said Debby. “I’m 
happy we were able to protect it.”

—Jeff Tonole

The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges 
Attorney David Tyler, of Counsel to the 
law firm Gutman & Reiter in Ithaca, NY, 
for providing pro bono legal services in 
support of this project

Planned Giving Seminars in June
Leave Your Legacy 

Learn about 
tax-advantaged 
ways to build 
charitable gifts 
into your estate 
plan.
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The Land Trust was awarded $2 million in state grant funding through New York 
State’s Water Quality Improvement Project (WQIP). The WQIP program funds 
projects that directly address documented water quality impairments or protect a 
drinking water source. 

Land Trust Awarded $2 Million in State Grants for  
Projects in Skaneateles and Cayuga Lake Watersheds

A total of $1.4 million was awarded for land conservation 
and restoration efforts on several parcels within the 

Skaneateles Lake watershed. The Land Trust will use the 
funds to permanently protect approximately 300 acres 
using a combination of land acquisition and conservation 
easements. Plans to restore wetland areas and create 
streamside buffers will contribute to drinking water 
protection within the watershed. 

The Land Trust also received $641,000 to place 
perpetual conservation easements and restore streamside 
buffers on three parcels in the Six Mile Creek watershed, 
the City of Ithaca’s drinking water supply. This project 
will result in 300 acres of permanently protected lands, 
including 125 acres in the town of Caroline, Tompkins 
County, which includes several thousand feet of frontage 
on Six Mile Creek. 

The funds come at a critical time for the Finger Lakes 
region, which has seen an increasing number of toxic 
algae outbreaks. Outbreaks threaten human health and 

pet health, as well as the region’s tourism economy. 
As development pressure increases, the Land Trust is 
working to counter these threats by saving sensitive 
lands, buffering our streams, creating new wetlands, and 
protecting our last undeveloped shorelines.

“We are grateful for this commitment by the state,” said 
Land Trust Executive Director Andrew Zepp. “This funding 
will allow us to conserve lands that are vital for water 
quality while also supporting the restoration of streams 
and wetlands.” 

Protecting our region’s clear waters is central to 
the mission of the Land Trust.  In 2016, the Land Trust 
published Lakes, Farms, & Forests Forever—a report 
highlighting ten priority conservation strategies to 
protect the region’s lakes and curtail the sprawling rural 
development threatening our best farmland, scenic vistas, 
water quality and recreational resources.  To read the 
report and learn more, visit www.fllt.org/ten10.

Cayuga  
Lake
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Our deepest gratitude for thoughtful gifts in memory of
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Land and Conservation Easement Donors  Helen and Donald Edwards • Barbara 
and Deborah Grace • Anastasia Newell • Nancy and Richard Paige • Amanda, 
Beverly, Gary, Naomi and Seth Pritchard • Gil and Melinda Weatherly • Gillett and 
Paddy Welles • Art Woldt     $250,000+  Anonymous     $100,000+  Anonymous (4) 
• Estate of Marie Congdon • Fred L. Emerson Foundation • Gallogly Family 
Foundation     $20,000-99,999  Anonymous (2) • Joshua J. Allyn Fund of the 
Community Foundation of Collier County • Edward and Verna Gerbic Family 
Foundation • John and Josephine Ingle • New York’s Environmental Protection Fund 
and the NYS Conservation Partnership Program, administered by the Land Trust 
Alliance • Park Foundation, Inc. • James Pulaski • Tompkins County • US Forest 
Service     $10,000-19,999  Anonymous (3) • Priscilla Browning • James and Terry 
Byrnes • Roger and Diane Cass • Doug and Kip Hargrave • Maureen Hier • May K. 
Houck Foundation • Onondaga County • Richard Paige • Dorothy W. Rinaldo • 
Walbridge Family Foundation • Gillett and Paddy Welles     $5,000-9,999  Anonymous 
• Lew & Dawn Allyn Family Fund of the Community Foundation of Collier County 
• Edward and Deborah Brennan • Burch and Louise Craig • Fields Pond Foundation 
• James Flaws and Marcia Weber • Estate of Linda S. Folley • Marty and Cathy 
Gardner • Holland and Patience Gregg • Tim Hamlin • Dan Karig and Joane 
Molenock • The Legacy Foundation of Tompkins County • May Lum Charitable 
Fund • David and Patricia Maule • Sean and Laura O’Keefe • Tom Reimers • David 
Lee and Marjory Rinaldo-Lee • Charles and Nancy Scholes • Stuart and Lucy 
Schweizer • Thomas Snow and Karen Meriwether • Tompkins Trust Company • 
Nora van der Stricht CALT • Fred and Susan Van Sickle • Thomas Kather and 
Penelope Wickham • Arthur Woldt • Marty Taylor and Josie Yunis     $1,000-4999  
Anonymous (5) • John and Marilyn Abbott • Barry Adams • John Alexander • Eric 
Allyn and Meg O’Connell • Andrew Clark and Barbara Anderson • Roland and 
Tacie Anderson • Aquarius Cup Foundation • Ben Arthur • Harry Ash and Rebecca 
Clark • Neil and Maggie Atkins • Tom Babcock • Dawn Bahar-Goellner • Jesse 
Bank • Benevity Community Impact Fund • Paul Feeny and Mary Berens • Mary M. 
Berk • Bill and Gwen Birchenough • Dave Birchenough and Carrie Lazarus • Dave 
and Joanna Bock • Andrea Conte and The Honorable Phillip Bredesen • Marjory 
Brooks • FingerLakes.com • Douglas Brush • Bill and Anne Buckingham • Larry 
and Laura Buffam • David J. and Margaret M. Burns • Canandaigua National Bank 
• Catherine Caneau • Ted and Susan Carman • Central New York Community 
Foundation • Jim Chamberlain and Karen Dyson • Mark Chao and Miyoko Chu • 
J.A. Chisholm • Charles and Nancy Cladel • Thomas Clark • John and Karen Confer 
• Corning Incorporated Foundation • John Coughlin • Philip Cusick • Bruce and 
Leslie Cutler • Peter Davies and Linda DeNoyer • Tom and Patty Davis • John V. 
Dennis, Jr. and Minfong Ho • Michael and Joyce DeVito • Blake and Tanya Dillon 
• Gary and Linda Dower • Jeff and Jane Doyle • Clover M. Drinkwater • Robert 
Mains and Amy Durland • Dwight W. Winkelman Foundation • Earth Share of New 
York • Anatol and Carolyn Eberhard • D. W. and Marilyn Edington • Brad 
Edmondson and Tania Werbizky • William Eggers and Deborah McLean • Tom and 
Maria Eisner Finger Lakes Land Trust Endowment Fund of the Community Foundation 
of Tompkins County • Elmira Savings Bank • George Ewing, Jr. • Kevin Fager • Rick 
and Nicky Falck • Mark G. Falcone • Michael J. and Noreen Falcone • Michael P. 
Falcone • Jack Booker and Cornelia Farnum • David Fernandez and Elizabeth 
Lawson • Thom Filicia • Edward Finegan • Finger Lakes Visitors Connection • Dan 
Fisher and Lori Ruhlman • John and Molly Fitzpatrick • Frederik Kaufman and 
Donna Fleming • David Foster and Kathleen Jacques • John and Gretchen Fox • 
James and Ellen Fralick • Mariano Garcia • Chuck Geisler and Barbara Bedford • 
Gilbane Building Company • Phillip Gioia • Elizabeth P. Gordon • Holly Gosse • 

Steve Green and Ann Moore • Lorraine J. Gudas • Robert 
Schneider and Karen Hansen • Ellen Harrison • 

Joseph and Mary Ellen Hennigan • 
L. Bruce Higgins • 

Ann Hinchcliff • John and Robin M. Hinchcliff • Roald and Eva Hoffmann • Roger 
and Ruth Hopkins • Robert and Joan Horn, Jr. • Martha Hueter • Isabel Hull • IBM 
Corporation • Bruce Johnson • Michael and Debbie Kamarck • Kevin and Leann 
Kanda • Peter and Peggy Kane • Fredric and Marsha Kardon • Kathy Yoselson Fierce 
Determination Fund of the Community Foundation of Tompkins County • Rosalind 
Kenworthy • Jim and Sara Kersting • David and Sherill Ketchum • Yunis Realty, Inc. 
• Elizabeth Kirchner • Nancy Kleinrock • Bill and Carol Klepack • Carl W. Kohls • 
Land of Lakes Realty, Inc. • James Lassoie and Ruth Sherman • Joan Lawrence • Jeff 
Shingleton and Christina Lego • Lynn Leopold • Lloyd Lill • Alison Lurie • M&T 
Bank • Joanie Mackowski • Peter and Beth Marks • John and Candace Marsellus • 
David S. and Linda M. Marsh • John Marshall and Cindy Callahan • Ed Marx and 
Sherry Nichols • Todd and Hadley Matarazzo • John P. and Elizabeth Y. McKinnell 
• Melvin & Mildred Charitable Foundation • Miller Mayer, LLP • James and Julie 
Moore • Gerald Morsello and Elaine Rees • Robert and Sally Neumann • Bernd 
Blossey and Victoria Nuzzo • Peter Lepage and Deborah O’Connor • William 
Olbricht • Owasco Watershed Lake Association • Kevin and Jean Parker • Mike 
Ward and Paula Peter • Mont and Kate Pooley • Anne Posel • Ed and Diane Premo 
• Press Bay Alley • Andrew and Nancy Ramage • Meg Reed • Dennis and Elizabeth 
Regan • Dave and Brenda Rickey • Elizabeth Riley • Don and Nancy Robbins • 
Robert E. Hansen Family Foundation • Buzz and Gretchen Roberts • Opus Vitae 
Fund of the Rochester Area Community Foundation • Kim Rothman and Jenn Alford 
• Jean and Betty Rowley • Rebecca Ruggles • David and Susan Ruppert • Greg and 
Betsy Russell • Barbara Russell Hamlin • Perry Dimmick and Lindsay D. Ruth • John 
Rybinski • Kris Scholl and Brooke Oropallo • Donna Scott • Stephanie A. Sechler • 
James Morin and Myra Shulman • Erron Silverstein and Maria Montgomery • John 
and Bonnie Sirianni • Peter and Elsa Soderberg • Thomas and Donna Sokol • Jason 
A. Sokoloff • Don Specker and Christine Sanchirico • Robert Stathis • Karel Schat 
and Laura Stenzler • Paul Steen and Kyra Stephanoff • Douglas B. Sutherland and 
Nancy Kramer • Charles and Kristin Swain • Peter and Lisa Sykes • Robert Dobbs 
and Marie Terlizzi • James Terwilliger and Ellen Coyne • Bruce and Katie Thompson 
• William Thompson • Ed and Liz Thorndike • Three Twins Ice Cream • Betty Lewis 
Trust • Kevin and Sharon Todd • Paul and Mary Torrisi • Jeffrey Trescot • Velmex, Inc. 
• John and Jean Vincent • Erik and Judy von Bucher • Peggy Walbridge • Tom and 
Maureen Walsh • Bill and Jennifer Warning • Christopher and Beverly Way • 
Wendell Weeks and Kim Frock • David A. Weinstein and Christina Stark • George 
Thomas and Patty Weisse • Robert and Jo Werner • Jim and Kris West • Peter White 
and Mary Socci • John and Linda Wickwire • Donald D. Wilson • Christopher Wirth 
• Linda Woodard     $500-999  Anonymous (2) • Donald and Roberta Ayling • Grace 
Bates • Thomas Bjorkman and Ann Raffetto • Paul Black • Brendan and Mary Brady 
• Richard and June Brickwedde • Tom Butler • David and Linda Caughey • 
Chemung Canal Trust Company • Joseph and Katherine Compagni • Edwin A. 
Cowen • Gregory Craig • Tim and Margie Creamer • Bobby and Susan Creed • Jean 
Darlington and Eduardo Marchena • Sid and Suzanne Devorsetz • Michele V. Dryer 
• Ed and Robin Dubovi • David Duggan and Lynn Cleary • Dynamic Pak • Forrest 
and Sara Earl • Michael and Harriet Eisman • Mark Fairchild • Matthew Fischer • 
Rick and Dee Foster • Marina Gershon • Alvin Schuster and Gladys Gifford • 
Lawrence Glickman • Ian and Sherry Golden • Mark Gould • David Graham • 
Bradley and Mary Grainger • Phil Greenberg • Kirk and Penny Gregg • James 
Hamlin • Chase Hannon • Hansen Family Foundation, Inc. • Jim and Betta Hedlund 
• Laurel Hodgden • Ted and Joan Hullar • Robert J. Hunt • Indian Creek Farm • 
Karen Kamfjord • Kip and Sally Keller • Bruce and Linda Kenan • Robert Dattola 
and Carolyn Kenyon • Harry Kesten • Connie Kintner • Bruce and Jen Klein • Gary 
Kochersberger • Lenhart Saner and Debbie Koop • Victoria F. Korth • Chip Block 
and Leanna Landsmann • Craig and Susan Larson • Laura W. Lee • Martha 
Armstrong and Lois Levitan • John Lis and Martha Hamblin • Chuck Tauck and 
Frances Littin • Howard and Harriet London • Amy McCune • Douglas and Nancy 
McDowell • Douglas and Barbara McIlroy • Paul and Jennifer McKinnell • Eben 

McLane • Bruce and Eleanor McLear • Sarah Mercier Hurlbut • The 
Midvale Foundation • James Miller • Richard M. Morse 

Conservation Club, LLC • Jim and Karol 
Mroczek • Judith Nadal •  thank youYou helped make a difference this year!  

Thanks to the contributions of over 2,400 members,  
donors and volunteers, the Land Trust now protects over  
21,000 acres—ensuring scenic vistas, local foods, clean water 
and wild places for everyone

weare very grateful for gifts of all sizes and promise to use them wisely to protect more land and water. In particular, 
we wish to acknowledge everyone who generously gave $100 or more in 2017.* Please accept our heartiest thanks!
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New York State Self Storage Association • Beth Newell • Richard Newman • 
Frederik Osborne • Dan Popick • Gary and Melanie Popick • Donald and Robin 
Pulver • David and Debra Rasmussen • John and Judith Reppy • Robert J and 
Elizabeth A Symon Family Foundation • Richard Ryan • Wade and Joscelyne Sarkis 
• John Schroeder • Sally Sievers • Carol Skinner • Dan Smalls and Wendy 
Houseworth • Society for Natural Resources Conservation (SNRC) • Dennis Stein • 
John Parker and Tracy Stokol • Robert N. Strominger and Karen Miller • Nick 
Salvatore and Ann Sullivan • David and Martha Swift • T.G. Miller P.C. • David 
Takacs • Genevieve Thompson • Jeff Tonole • Mary Tracy • Deborah Valentine • 
Chris Vitale • Charles and Jane Walcott • Doug and Cory Ward • Paul Barron and 
Leah Weinberg • Elizabeth G. Weisse • Arthur and Jean Wilson • Mark and Alicia 
Wittink • Stephen and Janet Wyckoff • J.D. and Marianne Young • Bill and Valerie 
Yust • Victoria Zeppelin     $250-499  Anonymous • Bruce and Sharon Aitchison • 
Ferris Akel III • Jon Allen • Richard Allen • Ellen B. Avril • Marilyn N. Baader • 
Aaron and Angela Barbaro • Don Barber and Rita Rosenberg • J. Robert Barlow • 
Scoby Beer • Gary and Fran Bergstrom • Robert Bishop • Martha Blair • Boeing 
Company Matching Gifts • Robert and Marcia Brancato • Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Employee Giving Program • Jane H. Bronson • John and Marcia Browning • Kristina 
Cadwallader • William and Ruth Cahn • Thomas Carr • Edith Cassel • Cayuga 
Chamber Orchestra • Cayuga Trails Club • CFCU Community Credit Union • Brian 
Chabot and Kathleen Rasmussen • Wayne and Mary Chauncey • Robert Cockram 
• Paul and Linda Cohen • Ed and Paula Conan • David and Olivia Cornell • David 
Curtin • Patrick and Mary Dailey • David DiRaddo • Alan Dolmatch • Steven 
Engleman and Eileen Driscoll • Gregory Drumm • Paul Duncan • Michael and 
Linda Duttweiler • William Ellison • David Evelyn and Jennifer Weinraub • Shirley 
Fallon • Achilles and Candy Filios • Finger Lakes Fire & Casualty Co. • John T. Finn 
• Steven Ford and Patricia Lynn-Ford • Cory Foster • Duncan and Jane Frame • 
Kenneth Friedman • Gianfranco and Johanna Fritelli • Nancy T. Gabriel • Robert 
and Louise Ganley • Ron and Rose Ann Gay • Carla Golden • John and Melanie 
Gorman • Joe and Marie Grasso • John and Kim Haines-Eitzen • Stephen and Mary 
Agnes Hamilton • Douglas and Pamela Hamlin • George and Mary Hamlin • John 
Oakley and Margaret M. Hammond • Happy Earth Tea • Richard and Linda Hawks 
Jr. • Tony and Carol Henderson • Sandy Hill • George and Carolyn Hiza • Tom 
Divers and Nita Irby • Christopher and Melissa Jacobs • David Jacobs • Georg and 
Lucia Jander • Jay Janowsky and Joan Tardif • David Jones • Bruce and Anne 
Kennedy • Catherine King • Kurt Jirka and Barbara A. Knuth • Mr. and Mrs. James T. 
Kofron • Richard and Mary Lee Kokosa • Rick and Mary Jane Kornbau • James and 
Kimball Kraus • Judy Krieger • David Kuentz • Amy Lichtensztajn • Lifespan PT, OT 
and SLP Services • Norman and Susan Lindenmuth • Lundback Family Charitable 
Gift Fund at the Rochester Area Community Foundation • Paul Luyben • Paul 
Houston and Barbara Lynch • Kenny and Kelly Makosch • Gary Mallow • Robert 
and Emily Marchenese • Mary Knepper and Susan Mark • Marvin and Annette Lee 
Foundation Inc. • Marilou Masters • Mitchell Masters and Anne Moffat • Bill and 
Shirley McAneny • William McCleary and Maxine Long • Keith Mercovich • Vicki 
Meyers-Wallen • Alan Midura and Spring Buck • Barbara Miller Fox • Todd Miner 
and Mary Elizabeth Iandoli • Ralph and Sarah Miozzi • Bill and Kathanne Mitchell 
• James and Deborah Monaco • Richard Nelson • Cory Steckler and Elizabeth 
Newbold • Charles O’Neil • Barbara B. Page • Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Parker • Joel 
Pasternack • Edward Pearsall • Taylor Peck • William Pomeroy • Lloyd Powell • 
Bard and Gina Prentiss • David Priester and Linda Collins • Donna Raines • Heather 
Raines • Laurel Raines • Shanan Raines • Skippy Raines • Kathy Rayburn • Patrick 
and Anne Reilly • Nancy Robinson • Susan Robinson • Steven W. Rockey • Zev 
Ross • David G. Rossiter • Kathleen Roth • Joan Ryan • Laurent and Cathy Saloff-
Coste • Nancy Sands • Peter Schweizer • Mr. and Mrs. Craig Scott • Douglas and 
Darcy Sedgwick • Robert Seem • John Semmler • Sam and Carol Shama • James 
and Janet Shea • Gregory and Amanda Slisz • James and Janis Smith • Richard and 
Patricia Smith • Larry and Beverly Snively • Jewel Snow • George Spak, Jr. and Jane 
Hoteling • St. John’s Episcopal Church • Joseph Stanley • Charlie Strohman and 
Sheila Stone • Dan and Mary Pat Suits • Patricia J. Sullivan • Robert Sykes • Regi 
Teasley and Judith Saul • Richard and Christine Thomas • Thomson Reuters Matching 
Gifts Program • James and Deborah Tifft • Toro Run Winery • Paul Torrence • Al and 
Karen Tricomi • Mr. and Mrs. Samuel A. Tucker • James and Salli Tuozzolo • Robert 
Van Brunt • Thomas VanDerzee and Jane Bender VanDerzee • Judy Varney • James 
and Racquel Vlassis • James and Diane Walsh • Bennie and Eleanor Ware • David 
and Dawn Wayne • David Weber • James and Margaret Webster • Rick and Donna 
Weinstein • Tom and Maureen Welch • Walter S. Westfall • David and Heather 
Wheat • Nick Whitmer • Mark Whitmore • Paul and Lori Whitstock • Scott 
Wilkerson • Herbert Winkelmann • Alison Zepp • Andrew and Rocio Zepp      
$100-249  Anonymous (8) • John Abel • Judith Abrams • Andy Ackerman and Ann 
Fridland • Leslie Adelson • Adirondack Mountain Club-Onondaga Chapter • Lee 

Adler and Kristin Stevens • Diane C. Albrecht • Hamilton Allport and Sherry 
Kadlec • Britta Anderson • Max Pensky and Katherine Anderson • 

Michael Pinnisi and Paige Anderson • Paul Anderson • John 
M. Andersson • Sharon Andrus • Jean Angell • 

Ronald Applegate and Rosemary Batt • Chip and Wendy Aquadro • Gerald and 
Betsy Archibald • David and Nancy Arkin • Robert Arleo • Brian Armstrong • 
Richard and Carolyn Armstrong • Chris Asbury • Joseph and Deborah Augustine • 
Alan W. Avery, Jr. • Claudia Ayers • William and Patricia Ayling • Donald E. Babcock 
• Gloria Baciewicz • Philip Bailey • Lisa F. Ballard • Bill Banaszewski and Michele 
Howland • Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Barrett • Ronald Beavers and Karen Lewis • Robert 
Beck • Roger Beck • Douglas F. Beech • Barney and Linda Beins • Larry and 
Annette Bell • David W. Benn • Fred and Onda Bennett • Rodney Bent • Mary 
Berkelman • Gary Bigsby and Nadine Shields • Alan and Lisa Bishop • Thomas and 
Dolores Bishop • Laurie Bittner • Todd and Tonya Bittner • Douglass and Joan 
Blanding • Helen Blohm • Carl and Suzanne Blowers • Susan Blumenthal • Andy 
Boehm and Connie O’Brien • John and Diana Bome • Richard and Sandy Bonanno 
• J. Seeley Booth • Robert Borchert • Borotek, Inc. • Audrey Bowe • Paul Higman 
and Constance Brace • Michael Brady • Mike Braell • Teresa Braell • Robert 
Brashear • David Breit • Kevin and Vicki Brew • Martha Brewster • Leo and 
Kathleen Brideau • Thomas Briggs • Paul and Maggie Bringewatt • Sue Doran and 
Jane Brooks • Margaret Brooks • Gary Brouse • Richard Brovitz • Christopher 
Brown • David and Joan Brumberg • Anne Buehler • James Bugh • Susannah 
Buhrman-Deever • Ken and Rose Burdick • Sarah Jane Burton • Edward Bush • 
Dean and Janice Butts • Philip and Kathleen Byrne • John and Ellen Cain • Elaine 
Caldarone • Robert and Jane Calkins • Joe and Rita Calvo • Robert C. Camp • 
Diana Campbell • Kenneth Cannon • Kevin Caputo • Marvin and Patricia Carlson 
• Susan Carpenter • Larry Carroll • Charles and Mary Carroll • Sean Carter • John 
and Betsy Carver • Debra Castillo • Tom and Lisa Cavataio • Cayuga Bird Club • 
Cayuga Lake National Bank • Cayuga Landscape Co. • Allan Chambliss • Johanna 
Chao • Gary and Bonnie Chollet • Linda Christensen • Terence Chrzan and Susann 
Brown • Alfred and Patricia Clark Jr. • William Clay • Daniel Clement • Tom and 
Susan Close • Kim Clougherty • Tom and Linda Clougherty • Melissa Cohen • 
William and Martha Cole • Thomas Cole • Peter and Mary Coleman • Jeff Collins • 
Alan and Candace Collmer • James R. Colloca • Jim and Ellen Compton • Scott 
Conking • Kay Cooke • Alfred and Nancy Coon • Robert and MaryDan Cooper • 
Ed and Caroline Cope • James Coppola • Francis Cosentino and Jane Parker • Dawn 
Cottrell • G. Walton and Jean Cottrell • Lawrence Creatura • Jonathan and Marnie 
Cryer • Robert and Rebecca Culbertson • Norman and Olivia Culver • Patrick 
Cunningham • Robert and Mary Curran • Raymond Curry • Sheila Dagostino • 
Elizabeth Daigle • Jack and Joan Dailey • Dick and Claire Damaske • George and 
Alice Damp • Phil Dankert • Marion Dann • Robert Dannecker • Susan Danskin • 
Frank Daspit and Nell Hennessey • Davey Tree Expert Company • Martha Day • 
Joan de Boer • Robert J. Dean • Jim and Pat DeCaro • Paul and Annette DeCarolis 
• LeRoy Decker • Ralph and Cynthia DeFelice • James DeKay • David F. Delchamps 
• Jed and Barbara Delmonico • Bill and Sarah Demo • Natalie Denton • Noel 
Desch • Charles Dewald • Katherine Dickin • Ira Rabois and Linda Dickinson • 
Sharon Dittman • Joseph Dlugolenski • Martin Dodge • Thomas and Lorraine 
Donaher • Bernard and Linda Donegan • Brian Dooley • Ellen Doris • Grace Doyle 
• Elizabeth Kearney and Marjorie Drummond • Richard Dudley • Thomas M. 
Duncan • Jane Dunham • Linda Eberly • Daniel Eckstrom • Larry Blume and 
Maralyn Edid • Barbara Egtvedt • Elizabeth S. Ehrlich • Richard and Leslie Ehrlich • 
Jim and Lydia Eldridge • Lang Elliott • Jim and Mickey Ely • Michael Engle • Herb 
and Connie Engman • Chris and Elaine Engst • Adam and Tonya Engst • Peter and 
Melissa Enns • Richard Entlich and Ilene Gaffin • Ed and Eileen Epstein • Robert and 
Nicolena Errico • Mitchel and Robin Evans • Richard and Barbara Evans • Susan 
Eyster • Gregory and Sally Ezra • Anne B. Fairbanks • James Farrell • Nathan and 
Frances Fawcett • Howard and Rosalind Feinstein • George F. Feissner • Curtis 
Feldmann • David Feldshuh and Martha Frommelt • Gary Fellows and Gwen 
Stockdale-Fellows • Gerald and Ann Ferro • Clare Fewtrell • Gary and Vivian Fields 
• John and Roben Findlay • Finger Lakes Trail Conference • Robert and Sandra Finn 
• John Finnegan • Alex Flecker and Alison Power • Paul and Carrie Floreck • David 
and Alanna Fontanella • Forge Cellars • Scott Forsyth • Stefanie Foster • Thomas 
Foster • Thomas Fox • Leonard Cohen and Linda Frank • William and Barbara Fry • 
Daniel Fultz • Richard and Sarah Furlow • Deborah Fyler • James Gaffney and 
Louise Raimondo • Glenn and Cassandra Galbreath • Lisa Galle • Gavin Sacks and 
Amanda Garris • GE Foundation • David and Sharon Gerber • Cynthia Getchonis 
• Anna Giambrone • Laurel C. Gibbs • Thomas Giblin • William and Kimberly 
Gilberti • Kent Gilges • Curtis and Susan Gillette • Steven and Sarah Gleason • 
Daniel and Ann Gold • Mike and Janet Goldman • William Goldsmith • W. Lindsay 
Goodloe • Robert and Lois Gosse • Wayne Gottlieb and Susan Suarez • Katherine 
Graham • Roger and Janet Gram • Garard and Francine Grannell • Judith Graper • 
Jane Graves • Paul and Ellen Grebinger • James and Emily Gregg • Peter and Pat 
Gregoire • Marjorie Grinols • Teryl Gronwall • Michael and Toni Hagerman • 
Nelson G. Hairston, Jr. • Dana Hall • William Hall • Christian and Helen Haller • 
Dale and Karen Hallings • Mary Hanno • Hargrave Family • Tom and Barb 
Harradine • Peter Harriott • Mary S. Harris • Ronald and Rebecca Harris-Warrick • 
Maria Harrison • Larry and Nancy Hart • Susan S. Hartwell • John Hassett and 
Judith Crawford • Sarah Hatcher • Vincent and Anne Hatton • Louise Hayes • 

continued on page 10
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Sue Hemsath • John and Susan Herbert • Robert and Mary Jane Herman • Steve 
and Mary Hershey • Mary Hicks • Neil and Mary Hieber • Andrew Hillman • 
Diane Hillmann • Daniel and Sarah Hincks • Roger and Suzanne Hinderliter • 
Charles and Julianne Hoffman • Dan Hoffman • Robert and Barbara Holloway • 
Ned and Louise Holmes • Clifton Hood • Paul and Martha Hood • Saralinda 
Hooker • John Horan and Diane Singer • Mary F. Hornbuckle • Leah Horwitz • 
William and Betty House • Rob and Claire Howard • Rod Howe • Richard D. 
Hubbell • James and Christine Hueber • Margot Hughes • Eric Huppert • 
Christopher Husson • David and Ursula Hutton • Kenneth and Jeanne Hutton • 
Kenneth Hyde and Nellie Ramsden • Beverly Iachetta • Peter Isler • Ithaca 
Cayuga Optical Service • Tom and Shirley Itin • Laurence and Katherine Jacobs • 
Daniel Schwarz and Marcia Jacobson • Laura Jakimovich • John and Susan 
Jaquette • Thomas and Gretchen Jeffers • James Jenkins and Kathy Kelly • Lyle 
Jenks • Charles and Barbara Jermy • Chris Johnson and Jean Shook • Greg Johnson 
• Marguerite Johnson • Tim and Anne Marie Johnson • Steven Jones • Andrew 
Jordan • Robin and Joyce Jowaisas • JPMorgan Chase & Co. • Ruth Kahn • Beth 
Kashmann • Art Kaufman and Rick Barton • Patricia Kehe • Paul and Shirley 
Kellogg • Kelly Family • Mary M. Kelsey • Thomas and Joan Kennedy • Susanne 
Kennedy • Richard and Barbara Kent • Robert Kibbee and Janet McCue • Karl and 
Leslie Kieburtz • Steve Kilponen • Cathy Kinder • Jeffrey Kirshner and Lorraine 
Rapp • Charles Knauf • Heinz and Judy Koch • Kristopher and Emily Konrad • 
Susan L. Koon • Michael and Carrie Koplinka-Loehr • Dave and Dottie Kopp • 
Michael Kotlikoff and Carolyn McDaniel • Gracia Koziol • David and Susan 
Kramer • Eric and Megan Krauter • David and Gloria Kreh • Scott Kreher • Jeff 
Roberts and Carol Krumhansl • Joe Kucher • W. Theodore Kuck • Stephen and 
Isadora Kunitz • Harold and Christine Kurland • Steven and Sheila Kyle • Dan 
and Grace Labeille • Karen Lacey • Rowland Laedlein • Lakeland Rovers • 
Lakewood Vineyards • Peter and Betsy Landre • Scott Lauffer • Donald and 
Deborah Lauper • Benjamin Lavery • Mitchell and Linda Lavine • James LeGro • 
Lynn Lenihan • Hayden Letchworth • Gilbert and Ilma Levine • Stephen 
Lewandowski • Jack and Barbara Lewis • Leslie Lindler • Craig Little • Edward 
Little • Edward and Susan P. Littlehales • Deborah Littlejohn • Ann C. Livingston 
• James and Susan Locke, III • Alexandra Logan • Douglas and Kathleen Long • 
Dennis and Ashby Longwell • Marianne Lont • David and Marie LoParco • 
Cynthia Lorch • Christine Lorenzo • Jennifer Loucks • Lois Lounsbery • Robert 
Love and Sarah Wessels • Donald Low • Erik Lundback • Jonathan and Cynthia 
Lunine • Raymond and Mary Luthi • Rosemary Luzum • Michael Lynch • Tom 
Lyons • Lee Macbeth • Ian G. Mackenzie • Rob and Margaret Mackenzie • 
Timothy and Julie Macko • Jeff Makela • Brian Maley • Mark Malys • John D. 
Manna • David Marash • Justin Marchuska • Richard and Darlene Marino • Brian 
Markham • Jill Markham O’Hara • Lawrence S. Marks • David and Kay Marshall 
• Todd and Jill Marshall • John and Linda Martin • Edward and Carolyn Maruggi 
• Frank Marullo • Michael Masica • Bryan and Sara Maule • Max and Eileen 
Maxwell • James Maxwell • Ann M. Mayer • Brad McAllester • Melissa McCabe 
• Bill and Cynthia McCauley • Peter and Scobie McClelland • Larry Hirschberger 
and Saoirse McClory • Charles McClure • Jim McConkey • Kevin McCormick and 
Catherine Cantwell • Peter McCracken and Jennifer Germann • Mary Ellen 
McDonald • Barbara McDowell • Liz McFarlane • David McGahey • James 
McGarry • Richard and Sandra McGavern • Greg McGee • James and Leslie 
McGuidwin • Robert Cole and Marie McKee • Margaret McKinney • Patrick and 
Noreen McLaughlin • Mr. and Mrs. Gardner H. McLean • Joe McMahon and Gail 
Steinhart • Daniel and Jean McPheeters • Jane R. Mead • Dennis Meegan • Bob 
Meek and Katheleen Reidy • Peter Merrill • Paul Sarokwash and Donna Lee 
Middleton • Andrew D. Miller • James R. Miller and Chrissie Schelhas Miller • 
John Miller • Mary Miller • A. Meredith Millman • Linda Minde • James Minor • 
Donald Mintz and Ann Day • N.B. and Virginia Mistry • Bruce Monger • Stephen 
and Barbara Montgomery • Robert W. Mooney • Tom and Sharon Mordaunt • 
Robert Morgan • John and Carol Morris • Tom Morrissey • Ken Kemphues and 
Diane Morton • Robert and Carolyn Mrazek • John R. Myer • Rocco and Melissa 
Natale • Hugh Neeson and Andrea Messina • Howard and Stephanie Nelson • 
George and Jill Newton • William and Sandra Nichols • Michael Niswender • 
Mary Beth Norton • Wendell A. Norvell • Barbara Nussbaum • Dan and Jo-Ann 
O’Brien • Terry and Ginny O’Connell • Keith McCafferty and Eileen O’Connor • 
Frieda O’Hanlon • Thomas O’Rourke • David Odell • Zachary Odell • Julie 
Odenbach • Michael and Pamela Odlum • Bob and Becky Olsen • Marc Olshan 
• Timothy and Jodean Orcutt • Mitchell Orenstein • Larry and Linda Orkin • 
Bruce and Margaret Osborne • Bernard J. Oseroff • Ken Osika • Ron and Nancy 
Ostman • Daniel and Eva Pajak • Ashley Palmer • Tessa Paneth-Pollak • Larry and 
Nan Pardee • Michael G. Parker • Sol Gruner and Rosemarie Parker • Alan and 
Joan Parsons • Mary Ella Passage • Jerry and Marilyn Passer • David and Michelle 
Pastel • Joseph Pauker • Nancy Pegues • Amy Pendleton Simrell • Catherine 
Penner • Sally Perreten • Ellen Perry • Pamela Perry, D.V.M. • Donna Perry-
Demonte • Robert and Penelope Peterson • David Piacquad • Vic Piatt • Judith 
Pierpont • Doug and Georgina Pinckney • Robert Pine • Robert and Mabelle 
Pizzutiello • James D. Plumb • William A. Plummer • Robert and Karin Pohl • 
Sandra L. Polakow • Brian Dennis and Anna Polimeni • Karl Pospesel • Okke and 
Kathy Postma • Mark and Anne Potter • Thomas and Camille Potter • Tracy 
Prentice • Joel Rabinowitz and Dorothy Pomponio • Eric Alani and Esther 
Racoosin • Leo Macdonald and Joan M. Ramage • Don and Carol Randel • Steve 
and Doris Rauch • Marie Read • Martha Reddout • John and Kimberly Reedy • 

Sally Reimer • Tom and Denise Rhoads • John and Sharon Riccio • Christopher 
Riley • Thomas and Susan Riley • Gary Riopko • Thomas and Mary Ann Rishel • 
David C. Rittenhouse • Susan Ritter • William J. Roach and Lisa Eby • Lucy Anne 
Roberts • David Robertson • Steve and Martha Robertson • Joan Robinson • John 
Rogers • John and Laura Rooney • Ken and Anne Rosenberg • Stephen and Elise 
Rosenfeld • Judith Rothenberg • Paul Ferraro and Kristin Rowles • Suzanne Royer 
• Bruce and Janet Ruggles • Nerissa Russell • Richard Ruswick • Linda F. Ruth • 
Frank and Rosanne Ruva • James and Joan Ryan • Trevor Andrews and Larkin Ryan 
• Patrick Ryan • Robert Ryan • Ronald and Suzanne Rybak • Jean Ryon • Al and 
Vicky Sabin • David and Lesli Sagan • Tom and Betsy Salm • Marilyn Sands • 
Daniel and Linda Scaia • Ted Schiele and Christine Griffin • Paul and Pamela 
Schmitt • Schmitt Real Estate • Jeff and Kris Schneider • John and Brenda Schouten 
• Joan Schumaker • David Schwaner • David Schwartz • David I. Schwartz • Tom 
and Martha Schwartz • Paul and Lauren Schweizer • Horst and Sigi Schwinge • 
John and Kathy Scollan • Danny Scott • Walt Scott • Thomas and Robin Seeley • 
Jim Semp • Mary Sennett • William Shaheen • Doug and Kathleen Shaw • Vincent 
Shaw • Frank and Sally Sheehan • Emma Lou Sheikh • Philip and Lucy Sheils • 
Brett Shelton • Robert and Nancy Sheridan • Jerald Shing and Duane Diviney • 
Mike and Tarry Shipley • Karen Shockey • SimBio • Andrew Simkin • James Frisch 
and Linda M. Simkin • Jane A. Sinclair • Kevin and Betsy Sio • Patrizia Sione • 
Carol U. Sisler • John and Karen Slechta • Thomas Smallman • Charles R. Smith 
• Cliff Smith and Bernie Todd • John W. Smith and Polley McClure • Peter and 
Lynn Smith • Richard D. Smith • Susan A. Smith • Philip Snyder and Patricia Paine 
• Susan Soboroff • Susan Solomon • Richard Southworth • Robert and Susan 
Spahn • Jim and Susan Spear • Caroline Spellman • Chris Sperry and Karin Suskin 
• Simon and Mary St. Laurent • Peter and Betty Stahlbrodt • Standing Stone 
Vineyards • William Standish • Joseph Stanley and Margaret Hellems-Stanley • 
Jeffrey Stannard • Raymond Stark • Jack and Patty Starke • Janet Starr • Mary 
Stazie-Reinhardt • Paul Stearns and Sarah Gowin • Eleanor Steinberg • Todd and 
Mary Jane Stell • Ricky and Penny Stoker • William and Carol Stokes-Cawley • 
David and Patricia Stone • Georgia Stormes • Andrew Strait • David and Grace 
Strong • Maria N. Stycos • Greg Subtelny • Nancy Suci • John and Natasha Suter 
• Jennifer Sutherland • John and Margie Sutton • John and Anne Sveen • Glenn 
Swan • Kathy Swimelar • Irene Szabo • Molly Tarbell • Doug Taylor and Patricia 
Reid • Ellen Taylor • R.W.W. and Jo Taylor • Philip and Diane Tennant • Don and 
Liz Tesch • Nancy Testani • David Theiss and Catherine Feyerabend • Janet L. 
Thigpen • Elizabeth Thomas • David Thompson • Nancy E. Tiedemann • Samuel 
and Mary Tilton • Danny Tourance • Cynthia Tracy • Diane Traina • Karen Trible 
• Ralph and Patricia Troisi • James Trondsen • TST BOCES Teachers Association • 
Yohko Tsuji • Ryan Tuton • David and Lucia Tyler • Francis J. Uhlir • George H. 
Urich • Gustav Niebuhr and Margaret Usdansky • Mildred Utech • Mary Jane 
Uttech • Charles Vacanti • George D. Van Arsdale • Jerome and Mary Van Buren 
• Linda Van Buskirk • Lindsley Van Der Veer • Alison Van Keuren • John and 
Stacia Van Slyke • Jill Vaughan • Maurice and Janet Vaughan • A. Thomas Vawter 
• Thomas Vecchi • Donn Vickers and Sharon Sachs • Victory Sports Medicine & 
Orthopedics • William Vincent • Volker Vogt and Carla Marceau • VOICES 
Multicultural Chorus • Demetra Vounas • Wagner Vineyards • Ann Wall • Charlie 
and Susan Wallace • William and Kathleen Walsh • Norm and Margaret Ward • 
Robert Warfield • Simeon Warner • Robert Waters and Linda Pietroski • Ingrid 
Watkins • Linda Waymire • Randy and Amy Wayne • Rick and Cindy Weakland 
• Kathryn Wegman • Aaron Weinberg • Amalia Weinberg • Marc Weinberg • 
Judy Weiner • John and Susan Weir • Welch Allyn Inc Matching Gifts Program • 
Kenneth and Sheila Weldon • Denise C. Welsh • David N. Werier • Cynthia 
Westerman • Winthrop Wetherbee • Alfred and Angela White • Maurice and 
Steffi White • Phil and Irene White • Steve and Beverly White • William and 
Olivia White • Doug and Peg Whitehouse • Andrew Whiting and Roberta 
Ripberger • Geoffrey and Virginia Wickwire • Charles and Nancy Williams • 
Shirley Williams • Timothy and Betsy Williams • David Wilson and Anne Clark • 
Joseph and Maureen Wilson • Don and Mary Anne Winfield • Joan M. Winters • 
Mark Witmer and Ann Herzig • Peter Clark and Katherine Wolf • Jim Rothenberg 
and Mariana Wolfner • Ron Bernard and Judith Woll • Jim Wood • Roswell and 
Linda Wood • Jim and Marsha Wooster • Susan Wulff • Mark and Raquel Yacavone 
• Stephen and Amy Yale-Loehr • Chung and Sue Yang • Michael Yates • Joe Yavitt 
and Sue Merkel • Suan Yong • Jack Young and Susan Barnett • Mark and Ingrid 
Zabel • Neal and Ellen Zaslaw • James and Jeanette Zavislan • Ken and Jan 
Zeserson • Fredrick Zolna     We gratefully acknowledge the following donors 
for their generous in kind gifts  Cayuga Landscaping • Burch and Louise Craig • 
Dennis’ Homemade Ice Cream • Heron Hill Vineyards, Inc. • Ithaca Bakery • 
Ithaca Beer • Pioneer Printing • Rochester Environmental & Construction Group • 
Sheldrake Point Winery • Sherwood Inn • Standing Stone Vineyards • White Birch 
Vineyards     Pro bono attorneys  John Alexander and Megan Collins of the law 
firm Sayles & Evans • Rob Besanceney • William Eggers, of Counsel to Nixon 
Peabody • Dan Hoffman, Ken Holden of the law firm Hancock Estabrook, LLP • 
David Loftus, Jim Miller and Kim Rothman of the law firm Miller Meyer, LLP • 
Peter Miller, Richard Ruswick, of Counsel to Levene, Goudin, & Thompson, LLP • 
David Tyler, of Counsel to Gutman & Reiter • Mark Venuti of the law firm Heaton 
& Venuti, LLP • Christopher Werner of the law firm Boylan Code

*Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of this list. 
If we have made an error, please accept our apologies.
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A Closer Look
Red and Gray Foxes
Some species have culture-specific meanings: 

for example, although we think of dogs as loyal 
companions, other cultures condemn them as unclean 
or dangerous. However, certain animals have earned 
consistent reputations for themselves. Foxes are notorious 
around the world for cunning, from the shape-shifting 
vixen-women of Japanese folkore to the trickster Fox of 
Native American myth and the smooth-talking fox of 
Aesop’s fables. Foxes are intelligent, though not obviously 
more intelligent than other canids. They seem wily to us 
only because we associate their appearance and behavior 
with those of deceitful humans, and because they prefer to 
live in the same places and eat the same things that we do.

New York is home to two fox species, the red (Vulpes 
vulpes), and the gray (Urocyon cinereoargenteus). 
Gray foxes generally inhabit 
warmer and more wooded 
environments; red foxes, 
with their luxurious coats, 
thrive in colder, more open 
landscapes. Canids usually 
hunt socially, running down 
animals and disembowelling 
them. However, foxes are 
solitary hunters: they stalk and 
pounce on their prey, killing 
with a single bite to the neck. 
Consequently, they move not 
with the frankness of dogs 
but the stealth and agility of 
cats. Masterful at evading 
predators (coyotes, bobcats, 
owls, humans), they have light, flexible skeletons that 
allow them to run very fast for short distances and slip 
into tiny spaces. The red fox can be a foot and a half at 
the shoulder, but it weighs on average no more than a 
substantial housecat.

Furthermore, the fox simply looks sly. We naturally 
identify shorter, more neotenous faces (which we prefer to 
breed into our own domestic dogs) with trustworthiness. 
The red fox in particular seems suspect because its 
muzzle is strikingly long, an adaptation that maximizes 
its olfactory powers. The golden, catlike eyes of foxes may 
look devilish to us, but light-colored irises and slit pupils 
are common among ambush hunters; vertical pupils 
seem to help predators follow their prey in low light. 
However, unlike cats, which are strict carnivores, foxes 
are very versatile omnivores, not at all fussy about what 
they eat: small mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles, fish, 
invertebrates, eggs, fruit, acorns, and carrion.

The gray fox was once the more common fox in New 
York. However, thanks to deforestation and urbanization, 
the red fox has become dominant in many areas. Red 
foxes are the more adaptable and opportunistic species, 
preferring the mixed and edge landscapes that humans 
tend to create. The red fox’s tolerance of human presence, 
combined with its indiscriminate diet, means that it is 

more likely to make a nuisance of itself by eating the food 
that we leave behind (pet food, garbage, compost) or 
raiding our henhouses and rabbit hutches. A fox that finds 
itself surrounded by easy prey may kill indiscriminately 
and leave the carcasses behind. This propensity for surplus 
killing has led some people to conclude that the animal 
kills for pleasure, though it probably intends to cache the 
uneaten carcasses for later use.

If red foxes have gained some ground from 
anthropogenic changes in the landscape, they have lost 
in other ways. After gray wolves were extirpated, coyotes 
became apex predators. Coyotes compete with foxes for 
many of the same resources and will kill them if they 
get the chance, so an increase in coyote populations has 
resulted in a decline in fox populations. In this hostile 

environment, gray foxes 
have the advantage. 
They are not only more 
aggressive than their red 
cousins but eat more 
vegetable matter, so their 
diet overlaps less with that 
of coyotes. In addition, 
they are able to evade 
predators (as well as find 
eggs and nestlings to eat) 
by climbing trees. Unlike 
the claws of most canids, 

their claws are sharp, curved, and semi-retractable, and 
their rather short forelegs can rotate inward to hug tree 
trunks.

Humans have unfairly projected their own fears on 
foxes for millennia, but there is something genuinely 
unsettling about vulpine behavior of late: foxes are being 
seen in places that they do not belong. Warming global 
temperatures mean that the range of the gray fox is 
gradually expanding to encompass ever-higher latitudes 
and elevations. The red fox is also inching northward with 
each successive year, outcompeting and preying upon the 
much smaller arctic fox. Ultimately, it is not the foxes that 
we should fear, but ourselves.       —Jacqueline Stuhmiller
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Spring 2018 Calendar
Saturday, June 2 from 3:00 to 5:00 pm: 28th Annual Meeting & 
Celebration at Hopshire Farm & Brewery, just outside Ithaca. Please see insert 
for details.

Please see inserts for our schedule of 2018 spring and summer Talks & Treks.  
Detailed directions and maps of our preserves can be found on our web site at 
www.fllt.org.  

Except in the event of extreme weather, walks go rain, sun or snow. Please check 
our Facebook page or our web site for updates at www.fllt.org/events.


