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Like many of the Finger Lakes, much of the shoreline of Owasco Lake is lined with private residences and
seasonal cottages. Fortunately, some stretches of undeveloped shore remain and the Land Trust recently
protected 1,700 feet of this precious resource.

his latest acquisition is on the east diverse habitats and provide excellent shoreline. The Owasco acquisition adds
side of Owasco Lake and features birdwatching opportunities and terrific to a growing list of Land Trust protected
scenic bluffs, mature hardwood forests, views of the lake. properties featuring frontage on
meadows, and a perennial stream that The 74-acre property was identified Canandaigua, Cayuga, Keuka, Otisco,
runs through a gorge. The Land Trust as a priority for protection through the Seneca, and Skaneateles lakes.
will retain and manage the site as a Land Trust’s systematic efforts to identify A $950,000 fundraising campaign is
public conservation area in the future. properties within the Finger Lakes underway to cover the purchase of the

A proposed hiking trail will traverse region that feature 1,000 feet or more of continued on page 2



ast year, we experienced

harmful algal blooms
(HABs) in each of our 11
lakes. While the exact causes
may vary somewhat from
lake to lake, leading experts
agree that excessive nutrient
loading is one of the critical
issues we must address.

And the sources of these
nutrients? Everything from
fertilizer spread on our
yards and farm fields to
soil eroding from roadside
ditches and construction
sites. A systematic, long-

;r term effort will be required

PERSPECTIVES

o 7 to address this issue and

must proceed in concert
with a parallel effort to
address other sources, such
as improperly functioning
septic systems.

For its part, the Land
Trust is focusing more of

~ lake.

property, public access improvements,
wetland and wildlife habitat restoration,
and to provide a contribution to the
Land Trust's Stewardship Fund to
support long-term management of the
site.

Fundraising is already underway
and includes lead gifts from the Fred L.
Emerson Foundation and the Gallogly
Family Foundation. Additionally,
the New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation, & Historic Preservation
has indicated its intent to purchase a
conservation easement to ensure public
access to the site and its continued
preservation.

During the coming year, the Land
Trust will complete a management plan
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' _its attention on this issue while still pursuing land
~ protection projects that provide other benefits. As
referenced in this issue of The Land Steward, we're

ake watershed to restore wetlands that provide
_important wildlife habitat and also filter runoff to the

Thanks to recent grants from New York State’s
Department of Environmental Conservation, we're

Rare Stretch of Owasco Lake Shoreline Protected continued from cover

and begin restoring wetlands and vernal
pools through a partnership with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. These
restored areas will enhance wildlife
habitat and help filter runoff to the lake.
The Land Trust will work with additional
partners to control invasive, non-native
plants and enhance a streamside buffer,
by planting native trees and shrubs.
Once habitat restoration efforts are
well underway, design of the hiking trail
will begin. Completion of public access
improvements and a ribbon cutting
ceremony are planned for 2019.
“Thanks to the strong support of our
partners and members, we were able to
move quickly to conserve this beautiful
stretch of shoreline,” says Land Trust

They say a picture is worth a thousand words and I couldn’t agree more when it comes to the
image of Cayuga Lake below. Taken by a Landsat satellite last year after a spring rainstorm, it
vividly illustrates the increasing amount of sediment and associated nutrients that are being
flushed into our beloved Finger Lakes.

poised to secure key parcels
within the watersheds

of Cayuga Lake and
Skaneateles Lake. Funds will
provide for the acquisition
of land and conservation
easements, restoration of
wetlands and floodplains,
and the expansion of
vegetated streamside buffers.

Addressing nutrient
runoff is truly a monumental
task but the good news
is that we’re not alone in
this fight. We can look to
other watersheds where
sustained investments over
time have been successful in
addressing this issue.

As we move forward,
we’ll not only be restoring
wetlands and protecting
key parcels that are vital to
water quality—we’ll also
be working to regenerate

streamside forests and create vernal pools. Please
visit fllt.org/volunteer if you'd like to get involved as a
volunteer for future land protection projects.

A=

Andrew Zepp,
Executive Director, Finger Lakes Land Trust

Executive Director Andrew Zepp. “This
property provides a rare opportunity to
enhance wildlife habitat, filter runoff to
the lake, and provide for public access
to a scenic natural area. We're grateful
to our donors and partners for making it
possible!”

For more information and to make
a gift in support of this project, please
visit fllt.org/owasco where you will
find a video, maps, and photos of this
beautiful new preserve.

The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges
Attorney Virginia Calvert of Melvin and
Calvert Law Firm PC in Syracuse, NY
for providing pro bono legal services in
support of this project.



Land Trust Completes Sixth Project on Bare Hill

Bare Hill holds a significant place in Seneca lore. Legend has it that a mighty serpent
encircled an Indian village that once stood there—swallowing residents until it was slain by a
brave young boy. In its death throes, the snake cleared the land and swept the hill bare.

he Land Trust recently acquired 14.5 acres on this iconic to the adjacent Bare Hill State Unique Area. The Land Trust
promontory overlooking Canandaigua Lake’s eastern shore. hopes to work with the state, and other partners, to construct a
Located in the town of Middlesex, Yates County, the property is  “shoreline to summit” hiking trail on land that is already under
in close proximity to New York State’s Bare Hill Unique Area. conservation ownership.
The Land Trust moved quickly to secure a purchase
contract on this property when it was listed for sale in January. The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges Attorney John Polimeni
The organization was able to make this commitment with of Canandaigua for providing pro bono legal services in
private donations for land protection projects within the support of this project.
southern half of the Canandaigua Lake watershed.
With nearly 400 feet of frontage on North Vine Valley
Road, the almost entirely wooded property features a mature
oak-hickory forest with scattered pines and maples. The
portion of the property closest to the road still shows evidence
of vineyard rows, but is now covered with groves of black
walnut and black locust.
“This latest acquisition helps ensure the future of one of
our region’s most well-known landmarks,” says Land Trust
Executive Director Andrew Zepp. “Conserving this land also
helps maintain the integrity of Canandaigua Lake’s watershed
by securing steep slopes that are highly susceptible to erosion.”
This project represents the Land Trust’s sixth acquisition
at Bare Hill. With the exception of a single lakefront parcel :
that will be retained as a nature preserve, land acquired here R | x
ill ultimately be conveyed to New York State as additions 4 B | Eare il Uniusies
. ' Pl Bare it Unicpse Ao
‘ FLLT Temrsfor Lands
’ FLLT Mature Preserve
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*}f- : Bare Hill, overlooking
i Canandaigua Lake in
Middlesex, Yates County

JULIE BERTRAM
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Land Trust Completes Addition to Bear Swamp State Forest

In partnership

with the New York

State Department

of Environmental
Conservation, the Land
Trust recently added 145
acres of forests, fields,
and wetlands to Bear
Swamp State Forest.
Located in the town of
Niles, Cayuga County,
the property borders
1,600 feet of streambank
on Bear Swamp Creek,
the largest tributary to
Skaneateles Lake.
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Protection of this property has been a Land Trust priority for many years, and the
organization was able to acquire it in 2016 with funding from its internal Forever Fund
and the Allyn Foundation. Proceeds from the sale of this parcel to the state will return to
the Land Trust’s Forever Fund, enabling future conservation projects.

Protecting Bear Swamp Creek will help in the general effort to keep sediment and
unwanted nutrients from washing into the lake, a key conservation strategy intended to
decrease the number of toxic algae outbreaks.

With this project, the Land Trust has helped conserve a total of four miles of
streambank along Bear Swamp Creek, considered one of the region’s most pristine
watercourses. Other protected lands along the stream include Carpenter Falls State
Unique Area, the Land Trust’s Bahar Nature Preserve, and three privately owned properties
that have entered into conservation easement agreements with the Land Trust.

Partnerships like this leverage resources for conservation and complement public
conservation programs. The Land Trust increasingly works within these partnerships,
embracing shared conservation interests with the state and local organizations.

Ongoing Land Trust efforts are keenly focused on the use of conservation easement
agreements with willing and interested landowners to secure hillside lands in this
area, especially those adjacent to Bear Swamp State Forest and its critical tributary to
Skaneateles Lake.

Bear Swamp State Forest lies within one of Audubon New York’s Important Bird
Areas, with special emphasis on forest species. The forest is a popular destination for
outdoor recreation and has an extensive network of multi-use trails. Learn more about
Bear Swamp, as well as other destinations for outdoor recreation within the Finger Lakes
region, at gofingerlakes.org—a new web site created as a public service by the Land Trust.
Go Finger Lakes features more than 50 mapped locations with 650 miles of trails.

The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges Attorney Ken Holden of the law firm Hancock
Estabrook, LLP in Syracuse, NY for providing pro bono legal services in support of this
project.

Bear.Swamp Creek,
the largest tributary to
Skaneateles Lake

BILL HECHT




Property Donation Protects Land and Water, and
Furthers Land Trust Mission

A generous donation of a 183-acre parcel in the town of Prattsburgh, Steuben County, will
enable the Land Trust to both protect the property from development and raise funds for

additional land conservation.

Originally a potato farm, the
property was purchased by

Rochester residents Harry and
Barbara Grace in the early 1970s

as a weekend retreat. The property
straddles two hilltops separated by a
valley containing an extended stretch
of Tenmile Creek, a brook trout stream
that empties into the Cohocton River.

In addition to more than a mile of
frontage on the creek, the property
consists of a mixed hardwood forest,
several stands of conifers, a small pond,
and about 40 acres of agricultural fields
currently leased to a local farmer.

The Graces built a modest cabin
with views down the Tenmile Creek
valley, including the hilltops near
Avoca that are more than nine miles
to the southwest. They also acquired
some additional acreage over time to
create a buffer against encroaching
development. Despite being largely
weekend residents, the Graces were
active in the local community.

TR

“It was a labor of love from the
beginning,” said Debby Grace, the
couple’s daughter. “They went there
every weekend year-round—they had
to snowshoe in to the cabin in the
winter—and put an incredible amount
of energy and effort into the land.”

Harry passed away in 2003, and
Barbara’s visits grew less frequent in
subsequent years. But she expressed
a strong desire to keep the property
intact. “She made it very clear that she
didn’t want the land divided up,” said
Debby.

After Barbara died in early 2017,
Debby contacted the Land Trust to
explore options for protecting the
property. The Grace estate and the Land
Trust ultimately agreed to a “trade land”
donation. In this type of transaction,
the property owner donates the land to
the Land Trust, which in turn agrees to
sell the land subject to a conservation
easement limiting future development.
After covering the transaction and

Leave Your Legacy

Planned Giving Seminars in June

Learn about
tax-advantaged
ways to build
charitable gifts

into your estate
plan.

THURSDAY ]UNE 7—12:00 pm 1:30 pm in ITHACA
Tompkins County Public Library—BorgWarner Room, 101 E. Green Street

Join the Land Trust and the Tompkins County Library Foundation for an informative workshop
led by Kim Rothman, a partner of the law firm Miller Mayer LLP’s Trusts and Estates practice
group. A light lunch will be provided.

stewardship costs, the proceeds from
the property sale are used to further the
Land Trust’s conservation mission in the
Finger Lakes region.

The proposed conservation
easement for the Grace property will
create an environmental protection
zone along the creek, allow sustainable
agriculture and forestry, limit future
subdivision, and constrain future
development to a single additional
home.

“This gorgeous piece of land was
the love of their life,” said Debby. “I'm
happy we were able to protect it.”

—Jeff Tonole

The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges
Attorney David Tyler, of Counsel to the

law firm Gutman & Reiter in Ithaca, NY,
for providing pro bono legal services in
support of this project

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13—12:00 pm — 1:30 pm in CANANDAIGUA
Wood Library— Hamlin Meeting Room, 134 North Main St.

Join the Land Trust and the Wood Library for an informative workshop lead by Jim Terwilliger,

PhD, CFP®, Senior Vice President for the Wealth Strategies Group at Canandaigua National

Bank and Trust. A light lunch will be provided.

Please RSVP to Mary at 607-275-9487 or marymulks@fllt.org so we know how much lunch

to order.

NIGEL KENT
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Land Trust Awarded S$2 Million in State Grants for
Projects in Skaneateles and Cayuga Lake Watersheds

The Land Trust was awarded $2 million in state grant funding through New York
State’s Water Quality Improvement Project (WQIP). The WQIP program funds
projects that directly address documented water quality impairments or protect a
drinking water source.

total of $1.4 million was awarded for land conservation

and restoration efforts on several parcels within the
Skaneateles Lake watershed. The Land Trust will use the
funds to permanently protect approximately 300 acres
using a combination of land acquisition and conservation
easements. Plans to restore wetland areas and create
streamside buffers will contribute to drinking water
protection within the watershed.

The Land Trust also received $641,000 to place
perpetual conservation easements and restore streamside
buffers on three parcels in the Six Mile Creek watershed,
the City of Ithaca’s drinking water supply. This project
will result in 300 acres of permanently protected lands,
including 125 acres in the town of Caroline, Tompkins
County, which includes several thousand feet of frontage
on Six Mile Creek.

The funds come at a critical time for the Finger Lakes
region, which has seen an increasing number of toxic
algae outbreaks. Outbreaks threaten human health and
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pet health, as well as the region’s tourism economy.

As development pressure increases, the Land Trust is
working to counter these threats by saving sensitive
lands, buffering our streams, creating new wetlands, and
protecting our last undeveloped shorelines.

“We are grateful for this commitment by the state,” said
Land Trust Executive Director Andrew Zepp. “This funding
will allow us to conserve lands that are vital for water
quality while also supporting the restoration of streams
and wetlands.”

Protecting our region’s clear waters is central to
the mission of the Land Trust. In 2016, the Land Trust
published Lakes, Farms, & Forests Forever—a report
highlighting ten priority conservation strategies to
protect the region’s lakes and curtail the sprawling rural
development threatening our best farmland, scenic vistas,
water quality and recreational resources. To read the
report and learn more, visit www.fllt.org/ten10.

CHUCK FEIL



Our appreciation for gifts in honor of

Kathy Bond
FROM
Robert Kibbee and
Janet McCue

Percy Browning
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Elizabeth Riley

Patti and Jules Burgevin
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Peter Burgevin and
Margo Alexander
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Cian and Nira Chambliss
FROM
Allan Chambliss
Mark Chao
FROM
James DeKay
Jill Vaughan
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FROM
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Philip Snyder and
Patricia Paine

Janet Durland King
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Audrey Lawson
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FROM
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FROM
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Martha Fischer
FROM
Matthew Fischer
Nancy L. Robinson
Roberta F. Robinson
Susan Robinson

Polly Garrison
FROM

Finger Lakes Fire &
Casualty Co.

Genung Family
FROM
Joan Manning

Holly E. Gosse
FROM
Robert and Lois Gosse

Thomas E. Hamlin
FROM
Daniel Hamlin

Bill Hecht
FROM
Rick and Dee Foster

Hemlock Trees
FROM
Mark Whitmore

Robert Howarth
FROM
Joe Kucher
Molly McLeod
FROM
Jeff Katris

Richard LaPlante
FROM
Michelle LaPlante

Kathleen and
Douglas Long
FROM
Ellen Perry

Victor and Elaine
Mansfield
FROM
Liz McFarlane

Mary Meeker
FROM
TST BOCES Teachers
Association

Thomas Minicucci
FROM

Phillip Gioia
Walter Montgomery
FROM
Samuel Montgomery

Wendy Moran
FROM
Tracy Prentice

Diane Morton and
Ken Kemphues
FROM
Ranjita Morton

Craig Salino
FROM
Kimberly Salino

Our deepest gratitude for thoughtful gifts in memory of

Doug Bates
FROM
Grace Bates

Donald Bennett
FROM
Linda Bennett

Fred and Nancy Bent
FROM
Rodney Bent

Robert Bock
FROM
Tom and Shirley Itin

Reverend John
Gurdon Brewster
FROM
Ira Goldstein and
Tessa Flores
Jeffrey Knox

Bette B. Bump
FROM

Linda and Edward
Waymire
Patricia Callahan
FROM
John Marshall and
Cindy Callahan

Wendle Castle
FROM
Raines Family Fund
at the Rochester Area
Community Foundation

Helen Chamberlain
FROM
Jim Chamberlain and
Karen Dyson

Lauren Comly
FROM
Edwin A. Cowen

Dick Crawford
FROM
Raines Family Fund
at the Rochester Area
Community Foundation

Don Cushing
FROM

Raines Family Fund
at the Rochester Area
Community Foundation

Lewis H. Durland IV
FROM
Audrey Lawson
Robert Mains and
Amy Durland

Velma C. Durland
FROM

Audrey Lawson

Tom Eisner
FROM
Ronald and Rebecca
Harris-Warrick

Roger Farrell
FROM
Cayuga Bird Club

John Ferger
FROM
Gerald Morsello and
Elaine Rees

Robert Ford
FROM
Raines Family Fund
at the Rochester Area
Community Foundation

Margaret Foster
FROM

Raines Family Fund
at the Rochester Area
Community Foundation
Beverly French
FROM
Cynthia Hogan

Matthew Dennis Galvin

Elizabeth Hylen

Kathy Gerbic
FROM

Raines Family Fund
at the Rochester Area
Community Foundation
Margaret Kelly Giblin
FROM
Thomas Giblin
Norm Goldstein
FROM
Georgia Stormes

Dr. Robert Haggerty
FROM

Raines Family Fund
at the Rochester Area
Community Foundation

George W. Hamlin 11
FROM
Tim Hamlin

John Hayward
FROM
Raines Family Fund
at the Rochester Area
Community Foundation
Honey Karpinski
FROM
Dr. Joseph F. Karpinski
Carl Leopold
FROM
Cyrus J. Umrigar
William D. Longaker
FROM
Eric Stern
Peter P. Midura
FROM
Elizabeth Rajamani
Howard G Miller
FROM
Julie Miller
Al Muscari
FROM
John Coughlin

Jocelyn Bull Notz
FROM

Dr. and Mrs.
W. Eugene Notz

Gail Sanford
FROM
Florence Smith

Scholl Family
FROM
Lynn Sichelstlel

Adriel Shea
FROM
James and Janet Shea

Gabriel Shea
FROM
James and Janet Shea

Jamien Shea
FROM
James and Janet Shea

Olivia Shea
FROM
James and Janet Shea

Raphael Shea
FROM
James and Janet Shea

Jane Loomis Smith
FROM
Barbara Russell Hamlin

Jan and Susan Suwinski
FROM
Judy Sobczak

Charles Pearman
FROM
David W. Benn

George H. Prentiss
FROM
Bard and Gina Prentiss

John J. Schlagenhauf
FROM
David Odell

Frank and Franie Scollan

FROM
Elizabeth Watney

Spencer Silverstein
FROM
Art Kaufman and
Rick Barton

Colleen Smith
FROM
Raines Family Fund
at the Rochester Area
Community Foundation

Donald H. Smith,
Helen J. Smith, and
D. Michael Smith
FROM
Charles and Julianne
Hoffman

Laura Lee and
Ora Smith
FROM
Sarah Jane Burton

Timothy Spencer
FROM
Richard Retallick

Gay Thompson
and Family
FROM
Hugh and Barbara
Chenoweth

Christina Stark and
David Weinstein
FROM
Robert Kibbee and
Janet McCue

Matthew Widmer
FROM
Susan Robinson

Brian Wilson
FROM
David Wilson

William and Valerie Yust

FROM
Tom Skola and
Maureen O’Hara

Andy and Rocio Zepp
FROM

Fran Manzella

Stephen Zunes
FROM

Wendy Wolfe

Abby Stone
FROM
Karen Shockey

Marjory “Ree” Thayer
FROM

Raymond and
Margaret Beers
Olga Bernett
Robert Black
Janette Burton
Daniel Clark
Elizabeth Daigle
Marion Dann
Mary Dougherty
Elaine Mackelvey
Mary McClure
Julia Merrill
Sherry Morris
Tom Reimers
Scott Thorburn and
Cyndi Nelson
Delilah Topic
Theresa Van De Carr
Denise Welsh
Christy Moran
VanRiper
FROM
Jennifer Merkle

Jack Varney
FROM
Mary Anne Perks
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are very grateful for gifts of all sizes and promise to use them wisely to protect more land and water. In particular,
we wish to acknowledge everyone who generously gave $100 or more in 2017.* Please accept our heartiest thanks!

Land and Conservation Easement Donors Helen and Donald Edwards ¢ Barbara
and Deborah Grace © Anastasia Newell ¢ Nancy and Richard Paige ¢ Amanda,
Beverly, Gary, Naomi and Seth Pritchard ¢ Gil and Melinda Weatherly ¢ Gillett and
Paddy Welles ¢ Art Woldt ~ $250,000+ Anonymous  $100,000+ Anonymous (4)
e Estate of Marie Congdon ¢ Fred L. Emerson Foundation e Gallogly Family
Foundation $20,000-99,999 Anonymous (2) e Joshua J. Allyn Fund of the
Community Foundation of Collier County e Edward and Verna Gerbic Family
Foundation ¢ John and Josephine Ingle ® New York’s Environmental Protection Fund
and the NYS Conservation Partnership Program, administered by the Land Trust
Alliance e Park Foundation, Inc. ® James Pulaski ® Tompkins County ® US Forest
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Clark * Neil and Maggie Atkins © Tom Babcock ¢ Dawn Bahar-Goellner ¢ Jesse
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and Joanna Bock e Andrea Conte and The Honorable Phillip Bredesen ¢ Marjory
Brooks e FingerLakes.com ¢ Douglas Brush e Bill and Anne Buckingham e Larr
and Laura Buffam e David J. and Margaret M. Burns ¢ Canandaigua National Banl
e Catherine Caneau © Ted and Susan Carman e Central New York Community
Foundation e Jim Chamberlain and Karen Dyson ¢ Mark Chao and Miyoko Chu e
J.A. Chisholm e Charles and Nancy Cladel  Thomas Clark e John and Karen Confer
e Corning Incorporated Foundation ¢ John Coughlin e Philip Cusick e Bruce and
Leslie Cutler e Peter Davies and Linda DeNoyer ® Tom and Patty Davis ¢ John V.
Dennis, Jr. and Minfong Ho ¢ Michael and Joyce DeVito ¢ Blake and Tanya Dillon
e Gary and Linda Dower e Jeff and Jane Doyle ¢ Clover M. Drinkwater ¢ Robert
Mains and Amy Durland ¢ Dwight W. Winkelman Foundation e Earth Share of New
York e Anato?l and Carolyn Eberhard ¢ D. W. and Marilyn Edington ¢ Brad
Edmondson and Tania Werbizky ¢ William Eggers and Debora%; McLean ¢ Tom and
Maria Eisner Finger Lakes Land Trust Endowment Fund of the Community Foundation
of Tompkins County © Elmira Savings Bank ¢ George Ewing, Jr. ® Kevin Fager  Rick
and Nicky Falck  Mark G. Falcone e Michael J. and Noreen Falcone ¢ Michael P.
Falcone e Jack Booker and Cornelia Farnum e David Fernandez and Elizabeth
Lawson ¢ Thom Filicia ® Edward Finegan e Finger Lakes Visitors Connection ® Dan
Fisher and Lori Ruhlman ¢ John and Molly Fitzpatrick ® Frederik Kaufman and
Donna Fleming ¢ David Foster and Kathleen Jacques © John and Gretchen Fox e
James and Ellen Fralick ® Mariano Garcia ¢ Chuck Geisler and Barbara Bedford
Gilbane Building Company e Phillip Gioia ® Elizabeth P. Gordon ¢ Holly Gosse ¢
Steve Green and Ann Moore e Lorraine J. Gudas e Robert
Schneider and Karen Hansen e Ellen Harrison
Joseph and Mary Ellen Hennigan
L. Bruce Higgins
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Ann Hinchcliff e John and Robin M. Hinchcliff ¢ Roald and Eva Hoffmann e Roger
and Ruth Hopkins e Robert and Joan Horn, Jr. ® Martha Hueter  Isabel Hull © IBM
Corporation ® Bruce Johnson e Michael and Debbie Kamarck ¢ Kevin and Leann
Kanda e Peter and Peggy Kane e Fredric and Marsha Kardon e Kathy Yoselson Fierce
Determination Fund of the Community Foundation of Tompkins County ¢ Rosalind
Kenworthy e Jim and Sara Kersting ® David and Sherill Ketchum e Yunis Realty, Inc.
e Elizabeth Kirchner ¢ Nancy Kleinrock e Bill and Carol Klepack © Carl W. Kohls
Land of Lakes Realty, Inc. ® James Lassoie and Ruth Sherman e Joan Lawrence e Jeff
Shingleton and Christina Lego © Lynn Leopold e Lloyd Lill ¢ Alison Lurie ® M&T
Bank e Joanie Mackowski ¢ Peter and Beth Marks ® John and Candace Marsellus
David S. and Linda M. Marsh e John Marshall and Cindy Callahan e Ed Marx and
Sherry Nichols ¢ Todd and Hadley Matarazzo e John P. and Elizabeth Y. McKinnell
e Melvin & Mildred Charitable Foundation e Miller Mayer, LLP ¢ James and Julie
Moore ¢ Gerald Morsello and Elaine Rees ¢ Robert and Sally Neumann ¢ Bernd
Blossey and Victoria Nuzzo e Peter Lepage and Deborah O’Connor ¢ William
Olbricht ® Owasco Watershed Lake Association ® Kevin and Jean Parker ¢ Mike
Ward and Paula Peter ® Mont and Kate Pooley  Anne Posel ¢ Ed and Diane Premo
* Press Bay Alley ® Andrew and Nancy Ramage ® Meg Reed ® Dennis and Elizabeth
Regan ¢ Dave and Brenda Rickey e Elizabeth Riley ® Don and Nancy Robbins ¢
Robert E. Hansen Family Foundation ¢ Buzz and Gretchen Roberts ® Opus Vitae
Fund of the Rochester Area Community Foundation e Kim Rothman and Jenn Alford
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A. Sokoloff ¢ Don Specker and Christine Sanchirico ® Robert Stathis e Karel Schat
and Laura Stenzler e Paul Steen and Kyra Stephanoff ¢ Douglas B. Sutherland and
Nancy Kramer © Charles and Kristin Swain e Peter and Lisa Sykes ¢ Robert Dobbs
and Marie Terlizzi ¢ James Terwilliger and Ellen Coyne ¢ Bruce and Katie Thompson
e William Thompson ¢ Ed and Liz Thorndike © Three Twins Ice Cream ¢ Betty Lewis
Trust e Kevin and Sharon Todd ¢ Paul and Mary Torrisi ¢ Jeffrey Trescot ® Velmex, Inc.
* John and Jean Vincent ¢ Erik and Judy von Bucher ¢ Peggy Walbridge ® Tom and
Maureen Walsh e Bill and Jennifer Warning e Christoj Eer and Beverly Way e
Wendell Weeks and Kim Frock ¢ David A. Weinstein and Christina Stark ® George
Thomas and Patty Weisse ® Robert and Jo Werner ¢ Jim and Kris West © Peter White
and Mary Socci ¢ John and Linda Wickwire e Donald D. Wilson ¢ Christopher Wirth
e Linda Woodard ~ $500-999 Anonymous (2) ® Donald and Roberta Ayling  Grace
Bates  Thomas Bjorkman and Ann Raffetto ® Paul Black ¢ Brendan and Mary Brady
e Richard and June Brickwedde ¢ Tom Butler ¢ David and Linda Caughey e
Chemung Canal Trust Company ¢ Joseph and Katherine Compagni ¢ Edwin A.
Cowen ° Gregory Craig ® Tim and Margie Creamer © Bobby and Susan Creed © Jean
Darlington and Eduardo Marchena e Sid and Suzanne Devorsetz ¢ Michele V. Dryer
e Ed and Robin Dubovi ¢ David Duggan and Lynn Cleary ® Dynamic Pak e Forrest
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Red and Gray Foxes

ome species have culture-specific meanings:
for example, although we think of dogs as loyal
companions, other cultures condemn them as unclean
or dangerous. However, certain animals have earned
consistent reputations for themselves. Foxes are notorious
around the world for cunning, from the shape-shifting
vixen-women of Japanese folkore to the trickster Fox of
Native American myth and the smooth-talking fox of
Aesop’s fables. Foxes are intelligent, though not obviously
more intelligent than other canids. They seem wily to us
only because we associate their appearance and behavior
with those of deceitful humans, and because they prefer to
live in the same places and eat the same things that we do.
New York is home to two fox species, the red (Vulpes
vulpes), and the gray (Urocyon cinereoargenteus).
Gray foxes generally inhabit
warmer and more wooded
environments; red foxes,
with their luxurious coats,
thrive in colder, more open
landscapes. Canids usually
hunt socially, running down
animals and disembowelling
them. However, foxes are
solitary hunters: they stalk and
pounce on their prey, killing
with a single bite to the neck.
Consequently, they move not
with the frankness of dogs
but the stealth and agility of
cats. Masterful at evading
predators (coyotes, bobcats,
owls, humans), they have light, flexible skeletons that
allow them to run very fast for short distances and slip
into tiny spaces. The red fox can be a foot and a half at
the shoulder, but it weighs on average no more than a
substantial housecat.
Furthermore, the fox simply looks sly. We naturally

identify shorter, more neotenous faces (which we prefer to

breed into our own domestic dogs) with trustworthiness.
The red fox in particular seems suspect because its
muzzle is strikingly long, an adaptation that maximizes

its olfactory powers. The golden, catlike eyes of foxes may

look devilish to us, but light-colored irises and slit pupils
are common among ambush hunters; vertical pupils
seem to help predators follow their prey in low light.
However, unlike cats, which are strict carnivores, foxes
are very versatile omnivores, not at all fussy about what
they eat: small mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles, fish,
invertebrates, eggs, fruit, acorns, and carrion.

The gray fox was once the more common fox in New
York. However, thanks to deforestation and urbanization,
the red fox has become dominant in many areas. Red
foxes are the more adaptable and opportunistic species,
preferring the mixed and edge landscapes that humans
tend to create. The red fox’s tolerance of human presence,
combined with its indiscriminate diet, means that it is

more likely to make a nuisance of itself by eating the food
that we leave behind (pet food, garbage, compost) or
raiding our henhouses and rabbit hutches. A fox that finds
itself surrounded by easy prey may kill indiscriminately
and leave the carcasses behind. This propensity for surplus
killing has led some people to conclude that the animal
kills for pleasure, though it probably intends to cache the
uneaten carcasses for later use.

If red foxes have gained some ground from
anthropogenic changes in the landscape, they have lost
in other ways. After gray wolves were extirpated, coyotes
became apex predators. Coyotes compete with foxes for
many of the same resources and will kill them if they
get the chance, so an increase in coyote populations has
resulted in a decline in fox populations. In this hostile
environment, gray foxes
have the advantage.

They are not only more
aggressive than their red
cousins but eat more
vegetable matter, so their
diet overlaps less with that
of coyotes. In addition,
they are able to evade
predators (as well as find
eggs and nestlings to eat)
by climbing trees. Unlike
the claws of most canids,
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Gray Fox

their claws are sharp, curved, and semi-retractable, and
their rather short forelegs can rotate inward to hug tree
trunks.

Humans have unfairly projected their own fears on
foxes for millennia, but there is something genuinely
unsettling about vulpine behavior of late: foxes are being
seen in places that they do not belong. Warming global
temperatures mean that the range of the gray fox is
gradually expanding to encompass ever-higher latitudes
and elevations. The red fox is also inching northward with
each successive year, outcompeting and preying upon the
much smaller arctic fox. Ultimately, it is not the foxes that
we should fear, but ourselves. ~ —Jacqueline Stuhmiller
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SATURDAY ]UNE 2 from 3 00 to 5:00 pm: 28th Annual Meetmg &
~ Celebration at Hopshire Farm & Brewery, just outside Ithaca. Please see insert
for details.

Please see inserts for our schedule of 2018 spring and summer Talks & Treks.
Detailed directions and maps of our preserves can be found on our web site at
www.fllt.org.

Except in the event of extreme weather, walks go rain, sun or snow. Please check
our Facebook page or our web site for updates at www.fllt.org/events.




