accessed at http://mww.fs.fed.us/r8/boone/docu-
ments/resources/vernd.pdf. Thisgreat resource
explainsthe step by step process of various con-
struction methods used to create vernal pools, as
well asrough cost estimates based on 2002 materia
and labor prices. With guidancefrom either the
USC or Biebighauser'smanud, ingtdling vernd
poolson your property will not only providemuch
needed habitat for the organismsthat depend on
them for reproduction and reduce runoff to our
streamsand creeks; it will also enhanceyour overal
enjoyment of your land asyou get theincreased
opportunity to observetherichnessof lifefoundin
ephemera wetlands. Just ask Tom, Betsy, or Dick!

The Upper SusguehannaCodlitionis
acodition of representativesfrom 19
County Soil and Water Conservation
DigtrictsinNew York and
Pennsylvania. Thethreefoca areas
of the USC are stream corridor
rehabilitation, wetland restoration,
and environmentally and
economicaly sustainableagriculture.
Thewetland program started in 2002
and has conducted wetland
restoration workshopsand created
over 530 acres of wetlands.

For moreinformation, contact USC
Wetlands Coordinator Melissa
Yearick at melissa@u-s-c.org or
(607) 734-1915.
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The Finger Lakes Land Trust is a member ship-supported, not for profit land
conservation organization dedicated to protecting the landsthat define the character
of the Finger Lakesregion. Snceitsfounding in 1989, the Land Trust has protected
over 11,000 acres of the area’s forests, farms, lakeshore, and gorges. This is
accomplished through acquisition of public conservation areas owned and managed
by the Land Trust and the use of conservation easement agreements on private
lands. The Land Trust also educatesfor responsible stewardship of land and provides
technical assistance to local governments and landowner s as needed.

For more information about the Finger Lakes Land Trust and its conservation
programs visit wwv.fllt.org or call our Ithaca office at 607-275-9487.

photos by Betsy Darlington, Jessica Evett-Miller and Jacqualine Grant

Hello conservationlandowners! TheFinger Lakes
Land Trust (FLLT) ispleased to send you thisfirst
issue of Afoot inthe Field, anewsletter and
resourcefor landownersinthe Finger Lakes
region who own propertiesthat are permanently
protected with aconservati on easement, or who
areotherwise committed to, or interested in, land
conservation and wildlife habitat protection and
improvement.

TheFLLT isnow aconservation partner with morethan 75 landownerswho own morethan
5,500 acreswith conservation easements or deed restrictionsheld by the Land Trust.

Each of these propertieshasecol ogical, scenic, and natural resource valuesthat are now
protected in perpetuity. These numberswill continueto grow significantly incoming years, with
several additional landowners now working with the Land Trust on prospective easements, and
many others contemplating such alasting commitment to land protection. Theconservation
easement documentsrecorded in the county records provide permanent legal protectionfor
theseimportant properties, but it isthe ongoing interest in conservation and dedication of the
landownersthat resultsin enhanced benefitsfor wildlifeand native plant communities.

The purpose of thisnewd etter isto help connect conservation landownerswith FLLT, with each
other, and with the numerous agencies, organi zations, and resourcesthroughout the region that
may be helpful in assisting landownerswho want to learn more about their landsand engagein
hands-on natural resource management activities. Thisnewdetter will offer land management
storiesfrom fellow conservationists; information about programsavail ableto landowners; habitat
improvement tips; updatesoninvasive plants, insects, and other threatsto native communities;
and more. Inmany caseswewill smply be passing along information, helping to make
landownersin our region aware of some of the abundant knowledge and resourcesthat are out
there.

continued on page 2




Inthisinaugural issue, Will Holets, aninternwith FLLT from Ithaca College, introducesusto
easement landownerswho have had great success creating vernal poolson their properties,
establishing new habitat for amphibians.

Wearea so pleased to be ableto provide you with acomplimentary issue of Northern
Woodlands magazine, whichisafantastic resource that we are confident you will enjoy. Asa
subscriber mysdlf, | cantell you that eachissueisfull of great articlesandinformation (you'll love
thenature calendar!). If you choose to subscribe, you can look forward to aspecial issue
specificaly for landownersin New York State, due out sometimein 2010. FLLT isgrateful tothe
committed peopl e at the non-profit Northern Woodlands magazinefor partnering with usto help
provide such agreat forest management publication to conservation landownersinthe Finger
Lakesregion.

We hopeyou find Afoot inthe Field informative and hel pful. Pleasefed freeto offer any
feedback or suggestionsfor futureissues. Thanksfor your continued dedicationtoland
conservation, andinterest in providing va uable habitat for the nativefloraand faunaof our region.

—

ChrisOlney, Director of Stewardship

CONSERVATION

. EASEMENT PROPERTY
Did you know the Land Trust AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

has new conservation

easement boundary signs? B loger Lk Ly T, Comanmsiin st dome s inre

If you’ reinterestedin pOSti ng th@esigns development and ensure that focests, farmland, wildlife habit,

0N your conservation easement property,

please contact the Land Trust at
607-275-9487.

resources on this property have been protected by a

clean air and warer, and scenic beaury remaiin an Impossnn par
of the regional landscape for generations 1o come.

Public access is NOT typically granted
by conservation easements.

PLEASE RESPECT PRIVATE PROPERTY.

Moreinteresting information on vernal pooals...

Obligate Vernal Pool Speciesrequirevernal poolsfor the
survival of the species. These speciesinclude Spotted Salamandey,
Jefferson Salamander, Blue Spotted Salamander, Wood Frog, Fairy
Shrimp.

Facultative Soeciesare commonly

found around vernal pools. Th ] ST MRS 3
POOIS. INESLPECIES  gpotted Salamander

include Red Spotted Newt, Northern

Redback Salamander, Northern Spring Salamander, Four-toed

Salamander, Northern Spring Peeper, Gray Tree Frog, American

Toad, Green Frog, Leopard Frog, Pickerel Frog.

A Wetland Site with High Restoration Potential should have:

* aninterested landowner who appreciatesthe ecol ogical and watershed benefits of wetlands.
» physica propertiesof thesteincluding:

* low slopes

* "heavy" soilswithlittle sand and gravel content
* accessfor heavy equipment

Candidate sitesshould not include high quality streamsor existing wetlandswithout obvious
degradation.

Financid assstancefor vernd pool construction and/or wetland restoration maybeavailable
through the Upper Susquehanna Coalition or through federal programs such asthe Wetland
ReserveProgram (WRP) or WildlifeHabitat | ncentivesProgram(WHIP) - Contact
County Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) representativesfor moreinformation.
Conservation Reser ve Enhancement Program (CREP) - Contact County Farm Service
Agency (FSA) representativesfor moreinformation.

All information courtesy of Upper Susguehanna Coalition at www.u-s-c.org




Conservation Landowner Profile:
Betsy and Dick Darlington

Betsy and Dick Darlington were the very first people to donate a conservation easement
to the Land Trust in January 1990. It is only fitting that the Conservation Landowner
Profile in thisinaugural issue be about them and their commitment to land conservation.

Q: Giventhat you werethe
first peopletogrant aconser-
vation easement totheFinger
LakesLand Trust, and doing
it at atimewhen the use of
conservation easementswas
still arelatively new concept,
did you feel that you were
"trend-setters' ? Did being
thefirstin thisregion makeit
difficult for you tocometothe
decision toextinguish
development rightson your
land forever?

A: 1n 1988, when Andy Zepp

first proposed theideaof starting aland trust here, one of our first reactionswasthat, finally, we
might have away to permanently protect our land in Candor, land we acquiredin 1972. Rather
than being adifficult decision, it wasan answer to our prayers. Wedid not think of ourselvesas
trend-setters. However, asthe Finger LakesLand Trust got underway and Betsy became
involved with easement negotiationswith other landowners, sheredlized that our own
negotiationswerevery useful in aerting her to the many issuesthat landownersmust think about
before sgning an easement.

Q: What werethegoalsof your conservation easement? What values of your
property did you want to protect? Did you seeyour property asunique, or astypical
intheregion?

A: Tothecasud observer, our landisfairly typical of thisregion'srural areas, withamix of fields,
young woods, brush, and matureforests. However, it doeshave some uniquefeatures. Some
wereimmediately obvious, likethe deep, steep-sided ravinein the northern part of the property
and the magnificent viewsto the south overlooking the Catatonk Creek valley. Inaddition, it
turned out that we had several unusua plantsand plant communitieson the property, such as
tupel otrees, royal fern, spicebush, broad beech fern, poke milkweed, wavy-leaved aster,
narrow-leaved mountain mint, and cucumber magnolias. Oneof Betsy'sfavoritespotsisa
beautiful wetland (possibly afen) hidden deep inthe matureforest inthe northern part of the
property. And, of course, birds, "herps," and other wildlifeabound, sincethe habitat isdiverse
andthereislittle human disturbance. A single-lane seasonal road runsthrough our property. The
only structureaongitsentirelengthisour little one-room cabin, soit isquitewild up there, and
quiet. Thegoal of our easement wasto protect the richness, beauty and diversity of the property;
to safeguard thewater quality of Catatonk Creek; and to protect viewsof theland from downin
thevalley, especidly Rt. 96.

Q: Wasit difficult to draft your easement so asto strike a balance between your
inclination to ensuremaximum protection for undistur bed wildlifehabitat with some
flexibility for thepossibility of mor e active hands-on management, or even full-time
residential use, in thefuture?

A: Thehardest part of drafting many easementsisstriking abal ance between "forever wild" and
somehuman uses. Wefedlt that it was reasonableto permit agricultural usesof thefields, and we
decided that sometimber harvesting should be permitted, but with restrictionsspelled out in the
easement. We a so decided that one year-round home should be permitted, along with the
existing cabin. (Our children, however, thought one cabin was plenty.) Wenow think that a
permanent home up therewould not be agood idea, and we probably would leave that out if we
weredrafting the easement today.

Our easement a so permits construction of pondsand wetlands. In addition to thethree pondswe
put in during the 1970'sand '80's, the Upper Susquehanna Coalition constructed alargewetland
and 32 verna pools. Theseimmediately started attracting al sortsof wildlife, and aretremendous
enhancementsto the property, in addition to benefitting larger regional water qudity.

Q: Howimportant toyou isthisproperty and thisconser vation easement?

A: A pieceof land growsonyou, asyou get to know it. And for us, the property hasbecomea
part of our very beings. It'shardto expresswhat it meansto us. deep respect and love, at the
very least. Protecting it forever hasbecomeincreasingly important to us. Thank goodnessfor
conservation easementsand the Land Trust!




of Danby over the courseof a

week in June 2009. Thework was

conducted by the Upper

Susguehanna Coalition (USC),

who covered al construction costs.

Likewise, the USC paidfor and

installed 32 vernal poolsand one

largewetland on Betsy and Dick's

225-acre property inthe Town of

Candor. Tom reportsthat just two

weeks after hispoolswere

installed, they aready hosted a

plethoraof life. Betsy had asmilar

experience: just afew weeksafter % .. e o 4 s
the poql sonher Iar_ld were creqted A natural vernal pool in forested habitat at the Land
shenoticed many different species  Tryst's Sevenson Forest Preserve.

of frogsthere. Betsy also notesthat

becausefour of her poolsareinthewoods, whereasthe other 28 areinfields, she seesdifferent
formsof wildlife depending onthepool'slocation.

Resourcesare availableto landownersinterested in creating verna poolsontheir property. As

mentioned above, Tom Reimersand the Darlingtonsutilized aprogram availablefrom the Upper
Susguehanna Coalition (www.u-s-c.org). The USC generoudy
hel ped by aiding in Site selection and providing the necessary
monetary resourcesfor construction of the new vernal pools.
The Codlitionishappy to provide committed landownerswith

such aid, but becausethe USC relieson state and federal grants
for funding, and their targeted proj ects change from year to year,

landownersmay havetowait alongtimebeforetheir project’s

groundbreaking. Also, the USC currently only workson projects
that arewithin the Upper SusquehannaWatershed, so, depending
onthelocation of your property, you may not fall into the scope

USC has made these of their efforts. But don't worry - vernal poolsarerelatively

“ Salamander Signs’ simpleandinexpens veto construct onyour own, asoutlinedin
available to landowners thefree on-linebook by ThomasR. Biebighauser entitled"A
who map their vernal
pools.

continued on page 8

Guideto Creating Verna Ponds." Thiscomprehensivetext canbe

CE Landowners Create New Verna Pools

by Will Holets, FLLT intern

Vernal pools, also known asephemeral wetlands, are small pondsthat are separatefrom
streams, creeks, and riversand provide aunique habitat. Thedefining characteristic of vernd
poolsisthat they periodically dry up and do not contain fish. The absence of fish makesthese
pondsaperfect breeding and rearing environment for many speciesof amphibians, crustaceans,
andinsects. Infact, one-haf of al speciesof frogsand one-third of al speciesof salamanders
rely solely on ephemera wetlandsfor reproduction. Consequently, vernal poolsareacritica
landscapefeaturefor the preservation of biodiversity. Despitethecritical habitat they provide,
ephemera wetlands are not ascommon asthey oncewere, mainly dueto thefact that they do
not receivethelega protectionsprovided for larger, more permanent wetlands. Thismeansthat
many of theverna poolsthat used

to bewidespread inthe Finger r -
L akesregion have been drained,

filled, or madeinto

permanent ponds.

Thedisappearance of any kind of
wetlandsacrosstheregion not only
threatensthediversity of species
that rely onthem, but alsothe
health of our watersheds. They help
protect water quaity by minimizing
runoff, thereby lessening erosion
and flooding, aswell asreducing R PR Mgy W X -
theamount of sediment in streams A constructed vernal pool on the Darlington property
and rivers. Because of therecognized importance of verna pools, thereisnow agrowing
movement for the protection of existing verna pools, aswell asthe creation of new ones. To
thisend, agrowing number of landowners concerned with the ecol ogicd integrity of the Finger
Lakesareinstalling these poolsontheir properties.

i1

Tom Reimersand Betsy and Dick Darlington are Finger LakesLand Trust conservation
easement landownerswho haveinstalled ephemera wetlandson their properties. Tom and the
Darlingtons pursued the devel opment of new vernal poolsin order toimprovethevariety of
wildlife habitat ontheir land. Tominstalled ten verna poolson his52-acre property inthe Town

continued on page 6
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