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With the recent announcement of a $150,000 fundraising cam-
paign, the Land Trust launched the first phase of an innova-

tive partnership with Ontario County to conserve Grimes Glen, a
popular scenic gorge located in the town of Naples. The Land Trust
and County will work together to acquire 27 acres from landowner
Don Braun that he has traditionally made available for public use.
Once purchased, the lands will be managed as an addition to the
Ontario County Park System.

Grimes Glen is well known for its scenic waterfalls as well as its
paleontological significance; the New York State Museum today dis-
plays a tree fossil recovered from the Glen that has been described
as “one of the finest Devonian plant fossils ever discovered.”

The Glen’s pristine forests also harbor an abundance of wild-
flowers and play an important role in maintaining water quality
within the creek as well as Canandaigua Lake. Just downstream
from the Glen, the creek’s clean waters flow through the village of
Naples and into Naples Creek, a popular trout stream. Naples
Creek, in turn, flows a short distance northward into Canandaigua
Lake.

For many years, landowner Don Braun has kept his property open to the public. Located just outside the village of Naples, a gravel
drive and parking area provide easy access to the Glen. Naples residents and visitors alike have long enjoyed the summer pastime of
hiking through the Glen’s streamside forests and wading in the cool waters of Grimes Creek.

Land Trust Partners with Ontario County – Launching
Campaign to Save Grimes Glen

Grimes Glen, with its majestic waterfalls and streamside forest,
will be protected for all to enjoy

Historic barn on the McConkey property
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The Land Trust is excited to announce a new conservation easement,
protecting 168 acres of land in Enfield, owned by Jim and Gladys

McConkey. This expansive property in the Taughannock Creek watershed
includes roughly 100 acres of active farmland. The balance is largely
forested.

“We are grateful to the McConkeys for their wonderful gift to the Land
Trust and the community, says Land Trust Executive Director Andy Zepp.
Their easement ensures the future of their wonderful farm views which can
be enjoyed by anyone who drives down Waterburg or Aiken Road.

The property stands at the corner of Waterburg and Aiken roads. To
the south lies an uninterrupted view of Connecticut Hill. In order to pre-
serve this open view, the McConkeys fought to have high tension wires
routed down an alternative path. A gentle rise of earth obscures every
house between here and the horizon. The Finger Lakes National Forest can

Tompkins County Conservation Easement Protects Farmland
and Forest for the Future
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continued on page 5

continued on page 2

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE LAND TRUST’S 16TH ANNUAL MEETING ON SATURDAY, APRIL 23RD 
AT STEAMBOAT LANDING IN CANANDAIGUA. (SEE INSERT FOR DETAILS!)



Land Trust Partners with Ontario County...
continued from cover

P E R S P E C T I V E S

Over the past 15 years,
the Land Trust has

worked with 61 families
who voluntarily made a
commitment to the future

of our region by donating either land or
a conservation easement. Thanks to
their generosity, we can all enjoy a stroll
through the beautiful forest at our new
Plymouth Woods Preserve, for example,
which is profiled in this issue. Through
48 different easement donations, we
also benefit from conservation of water-
shed lands, wildlife habitat, productive
farmland and scenic vistas — just a few
of our favorite things.

Many of these landowners have
benefited from federal tax incentives
that support private land conservation
efforts across the nation. Although each
owner ultimately chose to make a dona-
tion out of a deep commitment to the

land, tax incentives have played a big
part in what we have been able to do
together. As this issue of The Land
Steward goes to press, however, these
incentives are at risk. Responding to
concerns over cases of abuse of deduc-
tions, the Joint Committee on Taxation
in Congress has proposed severely cur-
tailing incentives for the donation of
land and easements.

Under the proposed new rules,
conservation easement donations
involving properties that include a
landowner’s personal residence would
no longer be considered tax deductible.
On other properties, the maximum
deduction possible would be reduced
from 100 percent of its fair market
value to only 33 percent. Gifts of land
would only be deductible on the basis
of their original cost, as opposed to
their current fair market value

If enacted, these proposals would
have a significant adverse impact upon
the Land Trust’s work. These tax incen-
tives are an integral part of our efforts
and allow landowners to offset some of
the very real costs associated with the
donation of land or an easement.

The Land Trust is right now work-
ing with the Land Trust Alliance (LTA)
and other partners to communicate
with our congressional delegation and
express our concern. To learn more
about these proposals, and what you
can do, please visit the LTA’s web site at
www.lta.org or call the Land Trust’s
Ithaca office.

— Andrew E. Zepp,
Executive Director
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The Land Trust has already secured a purchase option for the property and will
assume lead responsibility for raising the funds needed to acquire the site. Once sufficient
funds have been raised, the Land Trust will buy the property, and then convey the land as a
gift to Ontario County, subject to a conservation easement. The County will ultimately be
responsible for day-to-day management of the natural area.

Ontario County Executive Geoff Astles says, “The Grimes Glen project is public/pri-
vate cooperation at its finest, made possible by the public spirit of Mr. Braun and the sup-
port of the Finger Lakes Land Trust for the benefit of all.”

“We are delighted to have the opportunity to work with the County to continue Don’s
tradition of stewardship at the site,” says Land Trust Executive Director Andy Zepp. “By
working together, we can ensure the future of this outstanding natural area.”

The Land Trust has established a
fundraising goal of $150,000 to cover
the cost of purchasing the land, pro-
vide for a modest stewardship endow-
ment for the conservation easement
to be held on the property, and to
fund ongoing efforts to develop long-
term conservation plans for sensitive
lands within the Grimes Creek

Watershed and other areas within Ontario County.
One third of this amount has already been raised through the Land Trust’s suc-

cessful Nature’s Gift fundraising campaign, which was completed last year to fund
land protection efforts in the western Finger Lakes. Funds from this campaign have
also supported the Land Trust’s recent partnership with the town of South Bristol
to conserve lands on the hillside above Canandaigua Lake and provided for long-
term stewardship of the Land Trust’s preserves at Great Hill and Wesley Hill.

The Land Trust intends to lead guided field trips to the Glen later this year as
part of its fundraising efforts. For additional information, check out the Land
Trust’s web site at www.fllt.org or call the Canandaigua office at (585) 394-4189.

The high falls at Grimes Glen
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Visitors to the Plymouth Woods pre-
serve near Elmira are greeted by a

stone tablet inscribed with Robert Frost’s
well-known poem “Stopping By Woods
on a Snowy Evening.”

Whose woods these are I think I know.
His house is in the village, though; 
He will not see me stopping here 
To watch his woods fill up with snow....

The poem’s mood of reflection, a
moment of quiet solitude stolen from the
midst of life’s persistent duties, is entirely
appropriate to this lovely 90-acre preserve
tucked away in the hills west of the
Chemung River. The lines were chosen
by retired Elmira physician Dr. Edward
Grandt. These were his woods for many
years before he donated the property to
the Land Trust in 2003, and he had on
many winter evenings quietly watched
them fill with snow before returning to
his house in town.

Through the Land Trust, Dr. Grandt
has ensured that his mature woods and
small meadows belong forever to all who
want to visit. “I thought at the time by
giving the land near Elmira, where there
is only one preserve, I might make people
more aware of the importance of keeping
wild places around us,” he said.

Plymouth Woods is the Land Trust’s
second acquisition within the stretch of
forested highlands bordering the
Chemung River between Corning and
Elmira. The Steege Hill preserve lies a
mile or so north of Plymouth Woods.

Bordered on the north and east sides
by handsome fieldstone walls dating back
to the first farming use of the land
roughly two centuries ago, Plymouth
Woods is now a fine example of mature
oak-hickory forest. The forest composi-
tion is somewhat different from what
Finger Lakes residents further north are
used to. Oak and hickory far outnumber
maple and beech, and there are fine
understory stands of mountain laurel and
flowering dogwood, a delight in spring. It
is truly a Southern Tier forest habitat.

Of particular interest, perhaps, are
American chestnut trees scattered
throughout the preserve. Once common
in the northeast, the American chestnut is
virtually gone from our forests, decimated
by a fungus blight. The Plymouth Woods
trees have attracted the interest of the

American Chestnut Society, which col-
lects nuts from healthy trees and culti-
vates them for transplantation in an effort
to preserve the species.

The open woods afford birders clear
views of wild turkeys, woodpeckers
(including pileated woodpeckers), rose-
breasted grosbeaks, wood thrushes and
many warblers. Less common residents,
such as the winter wren and the black-
billed cuckoo, are a special treat.

Winter tracking in Plymouth Woods
reveals an abundance of white-tailed deer
and red foxes, as well as eastern cottontail
rabbits. The land is also home to porcu-
pines, rare in the Southern Tier and
Finger Lakes and, rarer still, black bears.
The bears may be attracted to the larvae
and eggs of the Allegheny mound ant,
whose large colonies can be seen in the
meadow in the northeast corner of the
preserve.

Although little is known of the
human history of this land, some stories
passed on from recent owners lend even
more color to an already lovely and lively
place.

The preserve’s name comes from a
1937 Plymouth automobile, pieces of
which Dr. Grandt discovered scattered
across the property when he bought it
from a local farmer. As the story goes, the
farmer dismantled the car, scuttled but
apparently still in running condition, and
spread the pieces around the woods, fear-

ing that his children might drive the car
off the land onto nearby public roads and
end up hurting themselves. Dr. Grandt
carted the pieces away, except the front
grille which had caught his imagination.
He had it cleaned up at a nearby body
shop and made it the centerpiece of the
welcome sign at the parking area.

For years Dr. Grandt actively main-
tained the property he and his family
took so much pleasure in during their
hiking and camping trips. They opened
the trails that visitors now enjoy, cleared a
small meadow with beautiful southern
views, and even planted buckwheat along
the meadow borders for wildlife con-
sumption.

An obstetrician, Dr. Grandt needed a
way in pre-cellphone, pre-pager days to
remain in touch with the hospital in case
one of his patients went into labor while
he was working on the land. So he had a
friend at the telephone company run a
line through tree branches into the
middle of the woods to a call box. A bell
strung high in a nearby oak alerted him
of a call wherever he might be on the
property, and in short order he was back
in town, ready for work in the delivery
room.

The Land Trust owes much to Dr.
Grandt’s generosity and his vision of
sharing Plymouth Woods with the public.

—Eben McLane

The shiny grill of a 1937 Plymouth, the
preserve’s namesake, proudly welcomes
visitors to this special place
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A Walk Through Plymouth Woods

P R E S E R V E  P R O F I L E

Plymouth
Woods

Dedication
Please join us on Saturday, June 4th 

at 1:30 pm to help us celebrate 
the opening of our newest preserve.

• • •
Directions to Plymouth Woods:

From Route 17 east of Elmira, take the Church
St./Route352 exit (Exit 56). Go through Elmira
and turn left on Route 225 (Hendy Creek Rd.).

Go approx. 3 miles and turn right on Kneale
Rd. Go 0.4 miles to the preserve parking 

area, on your right.
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In 1962, my family moved from Ithaca to a classical revival
farmhouse at a country crossroads in the town of Enfield.

Twenty years after we bought that old house and the surround-
ing fields and woods, I wrote an autobiographical essay, “The
Laughter of Zeus,” that early on describes my feelings upon
bringing our first belongings into our new dwelling:

“I looked out the window at the wild-rose brambles just
beyond the glass and at a field of corn whose dark-green leaves
were shimmering in the August sunlight, and I was caught by the

sense of a lovely strangeness that yet was familiar—a response so
intense as to be astonishing, and of the kind that perhaps comes
only when the outer eye perceives what the inner one, which is
blind to everything but the ideal, has all along visualized as the
omphalos of the universe, as its long-sought home.”

Fully to explain such a response would require a book that
begins with some of my earliest memories; here I can suggest
only the most obvious reasons. I grew up during the years of the
Great Depression, and my childhood was anything but stable.
From the time of my birth onward, my father—always in search
of employment more suitable to his talents and dreams—moved
his family at least once every year to some new apartment or
house in major urban centers of the East, Midwest, and South.
As a consequence, I had always wanted my family more firmly
attached to a specific place, especially to one in which we could
sense the continuity within the flow of nature. (Even as an ado-
lescent, I had dreamed of living in an old house in the country or
a quiet village.) By the time we moved into the farmhouse, the
Cold War was well underway, threatening everybody and every
living thing with nuclear annihilation. The possibility of such a

global holocaust made me sharply aware of how much I loved
my wife and children, as well as the natural world from which we
had come and to which we would return. I was in pursuit of as
much peace and permanence as I could find.

In remembering my personal feelings, I’ve also been aware
of those of Gladys, married to me for sixty years, and those of all
three of our sons. Though our professions have sent us in differ-
ent directions, the five of us share similar spiritual values. A
reader of my autobiographical work, particularly of Court of

Memory and Stories from My Life with the Other
Animals, will find much evidence of the fulfillment
provided all of us by this house and its surrounding
fields and woods. Two sons have married, and live
with their families in adjacent country houses near
the Delaware River in New Jersey; they look from
their windows at their own meadows and woods.
The third son ultimately returned to the farmhouse
in which all three grew to maturity, his initial reason
being that we had plenty of pasture for some goats
he had just bought.

Nobody in my family wants to relinquish the
house and landscape each has cherished for more
than forty years, but all five of us recognize that
inevitably we must. Like the Iroquois who once had
settlements nearby, we always have felt ourselves for-
tunate stewards rather than owners of property. Our
sons want to preserve the beauty of the land, in actu-
ality as well as in memory: they are gratified that
Gladys and I have arranged with the Finger Lakes
Land Trust for a conservation easement on the
majority of our 225 acres. Cultivation of the fields
that provide us our most lovely vistas will follow the
best environmental practices, and the woods will be
used as a model for the kind of forestry management
that, oblivious to immediate profit, looks to the
future: for the sake of the many maturing and

mature healthy specimens and their progeny, only the diseased or
otherwise detrimental trees will be removed.

Our house, which is nearly 175 years old, is intimately con-
nected with the land, for it was built from trees that were har-
vested so that fields could be cultivated. Those trees were turned
into beams and planks at the sawmill that long ago stood by the
creek a short distance down Aiken Road. Though it has eroded—
as have some earthworks of unknown origin farther up the
stream, at the very center of the woods—the dam that made the
millpond is still discernible.

Eventually others will gain legal title to this property. If
Gladys and I are still alive when that happens, we can describe to
the new owners everything that fascinates us about the land. We
can also pass on to them what has been transmitted orally from
purchaser to purchaser from the time the property was first sold:
the carpenter who built the house was paid fifty dollars and all
the hard cider he could drink. In addition, we can tell those new
proprietors that the loveliness surrounding their house will be
protected in perpetuity.

—Jim McConkey

R E F L E C T I O N S  O N  C O N S E R V A T I O N

The Rewards of Protecting Our Beloved Land

Hardwood forest along creek on the McConkey property in Enfield
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be seen off to the west.
The McConkey farmland and the patchwork of neighboring

farms are well worth preserving as a reminder of our agrarian
roots. Well-managed farmland contributes enormously to our
economic base and preserves scenic open space.

Preserving and managing the McConkey parcel’s two streams
and wetlands also play an important role in the watershed as a
whole. Maintaining forested buffers for stream corridors is one of
the environmental goals of the Tompkins County comprehensive
plan, as it is also for the Land Trust. A forest management plan is
in place for the introduction of oak, hickory, cherry, white pine,
basswood and ash with seed and seedlings from other woodlands.
Strengthening the forest’s genetic diversity will surely keep this
beautiful property healthy for generations to come.

“It is encouraging to see private landowners working with
the Land Trust to protect agricultural land as well as other impor-
tant natural features,” said Ed Marx, Tompkins County
Commissioner of Planning.

Marx applauds this new easement for its consistency with the
county’s new comprehensive plan. Formally adopted by the
county legislature in December 2004, the plan has a broad charter
to guide development decisions affecting the quality of life for

county residents. Priorities
for the protection of the
environment, water
resources, agriculture and
natural features are among
the plan’s cornerstones.

Jim McConkey is an
acclaimed author, and his
family homestead figures
prominently in many of his
stories. His motivation for
protecting the land from future development and ensuring its
proper management comes from a humble love for the place. “We
always have felt ourselves fortunate stewards rather than owners
of property,” he said.

I thoroughly enjoyed my afternoon with Jim and Gladys,
hearing their tales from nearly 40 years on this patch of earth.
They used to sleep from time to time in a tree house that Jim
built in the woods, literally immersed in nature. It must be satis-
fying for them to know that although the tree house has fallen
apart by now, these woods and open spaces will endure.

—Rich Sheiman 

Tompkins County Conservation Easement Protects...
continued from cover

IN ALBANY 
It is early in the legislative year. The gov-
ernor has presented his budget to the
legislature, and the item of greatest
interest to land trusts is the Environ-
mental Protection Fund budget. The fig-
ures are the same as last year: $125
million for land protection, $500,000 of
which is allocated to the Land Trust
Alliance of New York, which provides
grants to land trusts statewide to be
used for land acquisition. Some of the
$125 million will be used by the state to
purchase 20,000 acres of forest preserve
and 84,000 acres of conservation ease-
ments in the Adirondack Park from the
Domtar Paper Co.

Land Trust members will be heart-
ened to know that, while not directly
related to land preservation, the State

has reached an agreement with opera-
tors of four coal-fired power plants to
dramatically reduce their toxic air emis-
sions. Governor Pataki, who brokered
this agreement with help from Attorney
General Spitzer, called this move the
largest single reduction of pollution ever
in New York. The greatest reductions
will be nitrogen oxide and sulfur dioxide
emissions, the primary components of
acid rain, which threatens the health of
ecosystems throughout Central New
York. Coal-fired power plants are also
the country’s largest unregulated source
of mercury pollution affecting our water
resources. Two of the New York plants
are near Buffalo, one is in Broome
County and one is in Yates County. The
AES Cayuga Plant (aka Milliken Station)
was not included in the discussion

because it already uses “state of the art”
emissions equipment.

IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
Congress is back at work, but little in the
way of environmental legislation is on
the immediate horizon. We are likely to
hear more debate over private use of
public lands, primarily in Western states
and Alaska. Drilling for oil in Alaska’s
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge remains
an administration energy priority.

The Land Trust is still interested in
passage of the “Charities Bill” (H.R. 7),
which would increase tax deductions for
land donors and donors of conservation
easements. It has not been acted upon in
the last two sessions of Congress.

—Merry Jo Bauer

Recent experience has shown us that much environmental action for at least the next four years is less likely to come from
legislative action than from legal challenges to Executive Orders from the White House. Environmental groups such as the
Natural Resources Defense Council and the Sierra Club, or the states and their Attorneys General can be expected to take
the lead in such challenges. For example, last year the Bush administration changed some of the restrictions in the Clean
Water Act, softening the rules governing wetland protection, so that under current EPA guidelines wetlands that do not
directly drain into a lake or pond do not require protection. After a Syracuse housing project was proposed on a 19-acre 
wetland, New York’s Attorney General Eliot Spitzer threatened a lawsuit aimed at reversing the federal government’s inter-
pretation of wetland protection. Recently the suit was resolved, protecting the acreage in question as a federal wetland and
scuttling the development project.
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Conservation Easement Donors
Gladys and Jim McConkey
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from our 
Protected Lands...

Birding at the Dorothy McIlroy Bird Sanctuary (see insert for McIlroy
nature walk on May 28th)

Winter morning in Grimes Glen (see top of page 1)
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Sunset frog walk at the Lindsay-Parsons Biodiversity Preserve (see insert for “Sunset
Symphony” at Lindsay-Parsons on May 21st)
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Thank you
Our sincere appreciation 

to the following volunteers 

for their diligent efforts in

patrolling the Steege Hill

Nature Preserve during last

fall’s hunting season:

Gail Blake, Catherine Caneau,

Vinnie Collins, Bob Corneau,

Ed Hart, Steve Jacobsen,

Jim Kersting, Howard London,

Linda Spielman, and 

Irene Szabo.



Bird watchers at the Salmon Creek Bird Sanctuary (see insert for “Seeing Ceruleans” at
Salmon Creek on June 11th)
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Forested wetland at the Dorothy
McIlroy Bird Sanctuary
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New easement donors, Jim and Gladys McConkey, touring their property with Board
Member Tom Reimers (see bottom of page 1)

“In the end, our society will be defined not only by what
we create, but by what we refuse to destroy .”

— JOHN SAWHILL
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Wish List
Volunteer 

photographer(s) 

available to take

photographs of our

nature preserves and

special events.



Land and Conservation
Easement Donors
Donald and Margot Hughes
Bob McGuire and Judy Keil
Rune Hill Retreat Center
Odell Scott

$100,000 and up
Anonymous
New York State OPRHP

$25,000-99,999
Anonymous

$10,000-24,999
Rune Hill, Inc.
Peter and Betty Stahlbrodt

$5000-9,999
Anonymous
Avery J. Beer Living Trust  
BorgWarner Morse TEC
Priscilla Browning 
George M. Ewing Sr. and the

Messenger Post Newspapers
James and Ellen Fralick
Peter and Kathy Gerbic 
Edward and Irene Grandt
Helen Thomas Howland

Foundation 
Glen Houle 
Ted and Joan Hullar
Josephine Ingle 
Albert and Pauline Joerger 
Vic and Elaine Mansfield 
Bob McGuire and Judy Keil

$1,000-4,999
Anonymous
Bill Banaszewski*
Marjory Brooks
John Butler 
Canandaigua National Bank
Canandaigua Wine Company

Inc./Constellation Brands
Catherine Caneau
Diane and Roger Cass 
The Cayuga Foundation
Patty and Tom Davis 
Brad Edmondson and Tania

Werbizky
Tom and Maria Eisner 
Meg and George Ewing
Greg Garvan
Robert and Elaine Growe 

George and Mary Hamlin  
HSBC Community and

Philanthropic Services 
Donald and Margot Hughes
Isabel Hull
Mark Jauquet and Mickie

Sanders
Elizabeth Kirchner
Sandra Kobel
Land Trust Alliance
Carl and Lynn Leopold
Gerald Morsello 
Rick Naro
Nucor Steel Auburn, Inc.
Walter Pintner 
Chris Proulx
Don and Nancy Robbins 
Jim and Nancy Robinson 
Kathy Roby/ Marie C. &

Joseph C. Wilson Foundation
Jan and Susan Suwinski
Sweet Water Trust
Velmex, Inc.
Susan B. Weil

$500-999
Heather Bernhardt and John

Walp
Brendan and Mary Brady
Larry and Laura Buffam 
James and Terry Byrnes 
Cayuga Trails Club 
Daniel Eckstrom 
Alayne Evans 
Shirley Fallon 
Edward J. Finegan 
Marty and Cathy Gardner
Tessa Flores and Ira Goldstein
James Goetz 
Jane Hamlin 
John S Harding
Bill Hecht 
Marco and Lydia Hecht 
Jim and Sara Kersting
Carl Kohls 
James Lassoie and Ruth

Sherman
Norman & Susan Lindenmuth 
Alison Lurie 
M&T Charitable Foundation 
Peter and Beth Marks 
Paul McEuen and Susan Wiser
Douglas and Barbara McIlroy
Harold Mills 
J.P. Morgan Chase Foundation  

Matthew Pearson
Dr. William A. Plummer
Pioneer Printing*
Doris Reed
David Ruppert 
Greg and Betsy Russell 
Bob and Lynne Scheer 
Kris Scholl and Brooke

Oropallo
John Schroeder
Sciarabba, Walker, & Co., LLP 
Elizabeth A. Smith 
Robert Strominger and Karen

E. Miller
Harmon V. Strong
Robert Thompson 
Michael and Marina Todd 

$250-499
Adirondack Mountain Club-

Finger Lakes Chapter
Adirondack Mountain Club-

Onondaga Chapter
Helen T.M. Bayer 
Kate Beare
Alan and Bunny Bernstein  
Harriet Brittain and Family
Tom Brown*
Sonya Burgher 
Linda Buttel
Stephen W. Carter
Linda and David Caughey
CFCU Community Credit

Union 
Clarity Consulting Inc.
Jean Darlington and Eduardo

Marchena
Eastern Mountain Sports
Herb Engman 
Mark Falcone 
David Fay
David and Alanna Fontanella 
Thomas and Julietta Foster 
Gimme! Coffee 
Mary Agnes and Stephen

Hamilton
James Hamlin 
Hugh Hamlin 
Rick and Ellen Harrison 
Kathie Hodge
Kenneth and Barbara

Horowitz 
Tom Jeffers 
Elizabeth Johns 
Lawrence Jones & Vera Versteeg

Ruth Kahn 
Peter and Peggy Kane
Gregory & Susan Martin 
Edward and Carolyn Maruggi 
Marvin and Annette Lee

Foundation Inc.
Donald and Robin Pulver 
Don and Sue Rakow
Nancy and Andrew Ramage
Susan Rea 
John Rogers and Claudia

Stoscheck
Flora Sagan 
Carl and Olle Jane Sahler 
Anne Schaff
Thomas and Robin Seeley 
Fred and Margaret Sibley
Jewel Snow
Society for Natural Resources

Conservation
Thomas & Donna Sokol 
Southern Tier Custom

Fabricators, Inc.
Caroline Spicer 
Lauren Stefanelli
James and Ellen Terwilliger 
Robert and Genevieve

Thompson
Tompkins Trust Company 
Mary E. Tuthill
United Way of Tompkins

County
Robert Van Brunt 
Charles and Jane Walcott
James Flaws and Marcia Weber
Matt Weeg and Jackie Grant
David Weinstein and Christina

M. Stark
Jack and Jeanne Wenrich
Jim and Kris West
Andrew Zepp 

$100-249
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
John and Lynne Abel
Diane Ackerman 
Marion D. Adams
Molly and Barry Adams 
Ole and Mina Amundsen 

T H A N K  Y O U !
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The Land Trust’s work is made possible through the efforts of over 1500 members and supporters. Your commitment to this
region and the natural world has enabled us to conserve more than 7,000 acres of rolling hills, pristine forests, deep ravines, and
productive farmland in the Finger Lakes region.

Thank you to all of our supporters and, in particular, those who made leadership gifts in 2004.



T H A N K  Y O U !
David Anderson 
Chip and Wendy Aquadro 
Arnold Printing Corporation 
Tom Babcock 
Peter and Margot Badger 
Joel Baines 
Beverly Baker 
Banfield & Associates Inc.
Susan and John Barr 
Bellinzoni Foundation 
Elizabeth Stevenson Bennett
Donald and Barbara

Bergmann 
Rose and Hans Bethe 
Laurie Bittner 
Susan Black
Thomas and Mary Rice

Bonfiglio 
Sandra and Ged Brady 
Anthony and Janice Bretscher
Susan and Joel Brock
John and Marcia Browning
Ken and Rose Burdick 
Tom Butler 
Ruth and William Cahn
Richard and JNelle Cahoon
Rita and Joe Calvo
D.B. Campbell and Anita

Watkins
Rory Campbell 
Mike and Wendi Cartwright
Tom and Lisa Cavataio 
Cayuga Lake National Bank 
Brian Chabot and Kathleen

Rasmussen
Allan Chambliss 
Mark Chao 
Abbey Chernela and Miles

Cigolle
Joan Christy
Madeleine H. Church
Alfred and Patricia Clark Jr.
William Clay 
Marion and Tom Clement 
Tom and Julie Coakley 
Alan and Candace Collmer
Jon Conrad 
Richard and Jane Constantino 
Ed and Caroline Cope 
Helen Cope
Candace Cornell 
Robert and Vanne Cowie 
Jonathan Culler 
Norman and Olivia Culver 
Peter J. Davies 
Thomas and Doreen

Deisenroth 
David and Barbara

Delcogliano
Cliff and Jane DeMayo 
Mike DeMunn 
Barbara and Frank DiSalvo 

Martin Dodge
Jeff and Jane Doyle
Clover Drinkwater
Katherine Durant 
Vern and Lenore Durkee
Naomi Dushay 
Michael and Harriet Eisman 
Sally Eller 
Elmira Savings and Loan 
Kristin and Bill Ely 
Tonya and Adam Engst 
Howard and Erica Evans 
Bill Evans 
Jennifer Fais 
Roger and LeMoyne Farrell
Donna Fein and Richard

Seegers
Howard and Rosalind

Feinstein
John and Martha Ferger
Audrey McK. Fernandez 
Thomas and Elizabeth Fisher-

York 
Douglas Fitchen and Karen

Brazell
John and Molly Fitzpatrick 
Alex Flecker and Alison Power
Robert and Barbara Foote 
Footprint Press Recreation

Guidebooks*
Thomas Fox and Maria

Costanzo
Keith Fredlund 
Caroline Gaetano
Galyans Sports and Outdoor  
Joanna Garrard
Frank and Polly Garrison 
Hubert Gasteiger 
Claire Gavin 
Nicolas and Dorothy

Gavrielides
Genecor International 
Laurel C. Gibbs
Gladys Gifford and Alvin

Schuster
Kim and Nancy Gilbertson 
James and Virginia Gillespie 
Jack Goldman 
David & Synnova Gooding 
Jean L. and Carl F. Gortzig 
Kurt and Sorel Gottfried 
Pat and Peter Gregoire 
Patrick and Diana Griffin 
David Gross
Robert and Dorothy Gullotta 
Nelson Hairston 
Leanne Hall 
Helen Haller 
Erick Smith & Debby Halpern
Barbara and Stephen Hamlin 
Karen Hansen and Robert

Schneider

Becca Harber 
Maria Harrison
Howard Hartnett 
Bruce Hathaway
Haw River Films
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

Hawks Jr.
Jim and Betta Hedlund
Peter Heinrich 
Christopher L. Henley
John and Susan Herbert 
Ron Herring and Valerie

Bunce
Diane Hillman
Eva Hoffmann 
Mark Holdren 
Ned and Louise Holmes 
HOLT Architects, P.C.
Ruth and Roger Hopkins 
George and Jo Houghton 
William and Betty House 
I Do Foundation
IBM Corporation 
Karta Iglesias 
Ithaca Cayuga Optical Service
Ithaca College Environmental

Society

Drs. Laurence & Katherine
Jacobs 

Jay Janowsky and Joan Tardif
John and Susan Jaquette 
Larry R. Jensen
Joan Jurkowich 
Dr. and Mrs. Alfred E. Kahn
Trudie and Adolph Kazlauskas
Paul and Shirley Kellogg 
Fred and Linda Kelsey 
Bruce Kennedy 
Richard and Barbara Kent 
Lauren Kenworthy and Eric

Schaeffer
Rosalind Kenworthy
John and Louise Kingsbury 
Bill and Carol Klepack 
Charles Knauf
Barbara A. Knuth 
Jeff Knutson 
Gary Kochersberger
Gisela Konrad 
Susan Luther Koon
Debbie Koop and Lenhart

Saner
John A. and Barbara J. Krout
Heidi G. Kuehn 

We are deeply 
grateful for donations 

in memory of:

Ruth M. Bowen
From

John F. Bowen, M.D.
• • •

Michael C. Smith, DDS
From 

Alayne Evans
• • •

Robert Thurber
From

Alice Thurber
• • •

William B. Van Orman
From

Elizabeth Johns and John
Maddaus

• • •
Our sincere thanks 

for gifts in celebration 
of the wedding of:

James Ackerman and
Suzanne Yost

From
Leslie Ackerman

Our sincere thanks 
for gifts in celebration 

of the birthday of:

Drew Harvell
From

Christopher and Jane Moon
Clark

• • •
Our sincere thanks 

for a gift in honor of:

Mr. and Mrs. Peter
Stahlbrodt

From
Mike Stahlbrodt

David and Linda Marsh

• • •
Thank you to member 

Donald Varney
for donating two brand 

new Delorme Atlas 
and Gazetteers!
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T H A N K  Y O U !
Stephen and Isadora Kunitz 
Steven, Sheila, Hannah, & Jay

Kyle 
Gene and Joan Lane
Mareike Larsen 
David Lee and Marjory

Rinaldo-Lee
Joyce Leimberger 
Donald and Janet Lein 
Luise Levine and Joseph

Newfrock
Lois Levitan 
Rick Lightbody
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lisowski
Howard & Harriet London 
Matthew Lynaugh 
Duncan MacIntyre 
Kenn Marash 
Cornelia R. H. and Lawrence S.

Marks
David S.and Linda M. Marsh
Ed Marx 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mauceli
Eileen and Max Maxwell 
William & Shirley McAneny
William McCleary and Maxine

Long
Eben McLane
Sarah McNaull and Tod

Sukontarak
David and Dorothy Mermin 
Ian Merwin 
Ann and John Miller 
Ashley Miller and Gene Endres
Peter Miller 
Barbara Miller 
Robert Miller 
Sarah and Ralph Miozzi 
N.B. and Virginia Mistry 
Harriet L. Moeller 
Barbara Morse 

Aravind Narasimhan 
Joseph and Michelle Nolan 
Victoria Nuzzo & Bernd

Blossey
Deborah O’Connor and Peter

Lepage
Ray Oglesby 
Edward and Frieda O’Hanlon 
Olsen Design 
Ontario National Bank 
Larry and Linda Orkin 
Joan and Edward Ormondroyd 
Rosemarie Parker and Sol

Gruner
Marilyn and Jerry Passer
Katharine Payne
Taylor Peck 
Sally Perreten 
James Pitney and Virginia

Davis
Robert and Mabelle Pizzutiello 
Robert & Karin Pohl 
Marvin and Allison Pritts
Joseph Raimondo 
Don and Skippy Raines 
Joan M. Ramage
William Rayburn 
Lyle Raymond
Marie Read 
Reagan Land Surveying 
Andrew & Wilma Reed 
Nancy Reed
Elizabeth and Dennis Regan
Tom Reimers 
John and Judith Reppy
Nancy Ridenour 
Buzz and Gretchen Roberts 
Virginia and Lawrence

Rockwell 
Frederick and Jan Rohrs
Richard Root 

Kathleen Roth 
Norma Rumfelt
Harris Rusitzky 
Richard Ruswick
Robert B. Salmon 
Marty Schlabach and Mary

Jean Welser
Nancy and Charles Scholes 
Mary Schuler 
Arnie and Mary Schwartz 
David Schwartz 
Stuart Schweizer 
Walt and Ellie Scott 
Joan Sears 
John Semmler
Jan and Mike Shay 
Mike and Tarry Shipley
Bonnie and John Sirianni 
Joyce Sirlin-Rand 
Carol Sisler 
Art and Bebe Smith
James and Janis Smith
Shelagh Smith 
George Spak and Jane Hoteling
Robert & Mary Sproull 
William Standish 
David & Karen Stern 
Ann Stevens and William J.

Shattuck
Joyce Steward 
Tracy Stokol and John Parker
Elizabeth Stoll 
Alan & Sandy Stone
Susan Straight 
Patricia J. Sullivan
The Sun Microsystems

Foundation
Nancy Swett
Tailored Events* 
Deborah Tall and David Weiss
Jean O. Taylor
Regi Teasley
Janet L. Thigpen 
Constance Thomas 
Christopher and Kathryn

Thomas 

Liz and Ed Thorndike 
David Thurber
Hiram and Cornelia Tindall
Therese Tischler and Jody

Stackman
Jeff Tonole 
Richard Tow, Jr.
Mack & Carol Travis 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel A. Tucker
Robert Turgeon 
David and Lucia Tyler
Rich and Julie Uhlig 
Norman and Marguerite

Uphoff
Donald Varney
Paul Viscuso and Monica

Bosworth
David and Dawn Wayne
James and Margaret Webster
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.*
Ann Weiland
Jeff & Allison Wells
Cynthia Westerman 
Maurice and Steffi White 
William White 
Kathleen Whitlock
Tom and Jean Wickenden 
David V. Williams
Linda Williams 
P.J. and Karen Winkelman 
David Winkler and Amy

McCune
Joan M. Winters
Katherine Wolf and Peter

Clark
Jim and Marsha Wooster
Stephen and Amy Yale-Loehr
Rob Young and Katherine

Lieberknecht
Bill and Valerie Yust
Milton and Marjorie Zaitlin 
Kelly Zamudio 
Jan Zeserson

*In-Kind DonorsLeopold Center 
Open House

Tuesday, April 12, 2005
7:00-9:00pm

Land Trust members and prospective members are invited to
an open house at the newly renovated Leopold Center, the
Land Trust’s headquarters in downtown Ithaca. Guests will

have the opportunity to learn about current Land Trust
projects, gather information on Land Trust nature preserves,

and learn about this summer’s Talks and Treks series.
Light refreshments will be served. Please join us!

10 • THE LAND STEWARD

Thank you
Our deepest appreciation 

for donated legal services provided by attorneys:

Elizabeth Bixler • Susan Brock • Dan Hoffman

Randy Marcus • Peter Miller • Dick Ruswick

True, Walsh & Miller, LLP



A  C L O S E R  L O O K

A pair of adult bald eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)

MARIE READ©
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Keeping Bald
Eagles in Sight

On a Sunday morning in late January, Paul Lattimore of
Auburn stood on his lawn looking through a pair of binoc-

ulars at a large raft of winter ducks on the north end of Owasco
Lake. Suddenly, the ducks spooked, and a hundred or so took to
the sky.

“I panned my binoculars south and saw a bald eagle had
grabbed a mallard,” Lattimore said. “The eagle was fighting to get
airborne and the mallard was in its talons.”

Grasping the flapping duck, the eagle flew along the shore-
line over Lattimore’s house. The duck shook itself loose and fell
in the water. The eagle made a pass, the duck dove, and after cir-
cling twice, the eagle flew off.

“I’ve lived on the lake since I was a child, some 40 years,”
Lattimore added. “That’s the first time I’ve seen an eagle on the
lake.”

The chances of sighting a bald eagle are indeed going up.
After plummeting to endangered species status by the early
1960s, their numbers are now climbing in New York State and
elsewhere. In the 1950s and 1960s, widespread use of the pesti-
cide DDT contaminated water sources the bald eagles depended
upon. Although this large bird, with a wingspan of six to seven
feet, may feed on waterfowl and small mammals, its primary
prey is fish, whose fatty tissues are known to accumulate chemi-
cals. A diet of DDT-laden fish made the birds’ eggshells fragile,
and most bald eagle chicks died before they hatched. Ironically,
this great country almost lost sight of its national symbol com-
pletely. By 1970, only one nesting pair remained in the state.

The country banned DDT in 1972. In 1976, the New York
State Bald Eagle Restoration Project began reestablishing breed-
ing birds in the state. Between 1976 and 1988, young bald eagles
were moved, mostly from Alaska, and hand-reared to independ-
ence. Almost 200 were released in New York state. Ten breeding
pairs had nests by 1989, and the project ended with its goal
attained.

The birds prefer areas with few people, near large lakes,
swamps, marshes and along rivers where there is open water for

them to fish. In New York State, most nests can be found in the
southern Catskill region along the Delaware River and to the
north between the Hudson and St. Lawrence rivers. Last year’s
count of 84 potential breeding pairs marked a high point since
restoration began, according to the 2004 New York State Bald
Eagle Report. The state’s annual survey occurs during the first
few weeks of January. In 2004, the 363 total bald eagle sightings
added up to another record.

Bill Ostrander, of the Chemung Valley Audubon Society,
acknowledges that even around the Finger Lakes region, sight-
ings have increased in the last three or four years. Growing up in
Elmira, he saw a stray bird once in his teens. During this year’s
annual survey, Ostrander spotted two bald eagles near Elmira.
He also glimpsed a golden eagle, an extremely rare bird for the
area, especially in winter. The golden eagle was perched in the
Land Trust’s Steege Hill Preserve, west of Elmira.

The N.Y. S. Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) considers human presence and loss of key habitat as the
eagle’s biggest threat. Identifying and protecting key habitats will
be essential for future populations to succeed, the bald eagle
report cautions. If anecdotal evidence is any indication,
Ostrander provided more proof of the bald eagle’s well-being
during a trip to the Montezuma Wetlands Complex at the north
end of Cayuga Lake last September.

“I observed 16 bald eagles in one day,” he marveled.
While it’s glorious to see bald eagles in person, the DEC

warns that the birds have excellent eyesight and are easily dis-
turbed. Steering clear of nests is crucial for keeping them
around. Still, a careful glimpse, like the one Paul Lattimore was
privileged to get in January, can leave a lasting impression.

“Seeing that bird in action will be in my mind forever,”
Lattimore said. “It’s a hopeful sign to me that the eagles are now
possible in the area.”

—Krishna Ramanujan



S P R I N G  2 0 0 5  C A L E N D A R
Tuesday, April 12, 7:00-9:00 pm: Open House at the Leopold Center.
Meet fellow Land Trust members and prospective members at the newly renovated Leopold
Center, the Land Trust’s headquarters in downtown Ithaca. Guests will have an opportunity to
learn about current projects, gather information on our nature preserves, and learn about this
summer’s Talks and Treks series. Light refreshments will be served. Please join us!

Saturday, April 16, 10:00 am: Work Party at the Dorothy McIlroy Bird Sanctuary. See insert
for details.

Saturday, April 23, 11:30 am: Annual Meeting in Canandaigua. Please join us for the Land
Trust’s 16th Annual Meeting at Steamboat Landing, 205 Lakeshore Drive in Canandaigua. (See
insert for details and reservation form.)

Saturday, April 30, 10:00 am: Work Party at the High Vista Preserve. See insert for details.

Saturday, May 7, 9:00 am: Garlic Mustard Pull at the Wesley Hill Preserve. See insert for
details.

Saturday, May 7, 9:30 am: Garlic Mustard Pull at the Lindsay-Parsons Biodiversity Preserve,
with the Finger Lakes Native Plant Society. See insert for details.

Saturday, June 4, 1:30 pm: Dedication of the Plymouth Woods Preserve. Join us in celebrating
the opening of our newest preserve. See page three for directions.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 2005 TALKS AND TREKS SERIES. SEE INSERT FOR PRO-
GRAM DETAILS.

See our web site for maps and photos of the preserves.

WALKS GO RAIN, SUN OR SNOW. PLEASE BRING SNACKS AND WATER, AND WEAR
STURDY SHOES. CALL THE LAND TRUST AT (607) 275-9487 FOR DETAILS.

Finger Lakes Land Trust
202 E. Court Street
Ithaca, New York 14850
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