
New Conservation Easement Adds To
Lindsay-Parsons Biodiversity Preserve

During the last glacial period in Tompkins County, the Wisconsin Ice Sheet cut the
existing valleys deeper and steeper. A beautiful example of the topography left by

this huge event is the Land Trust’s newest conservation easement, donated by Monica
Raymond and Todd Smith. About 20 acres in total, the land lies on the northern edge of
the Lindsay-Parsons Biodiversity Preserve on Station Road in West Danby.

A few less dramatic events than the Wisconsin glacier visited this small piece in the
last 10,000 years. As the glacier receded, humans moved in. Successive waves of increas-
ingly technologically advanced groups populated the area. Some historians say that
around the 16th century the region’s population was greater than it is now. The first
Europeans arrived in the 17th century, and though they farmed and logged, they mostly
left this steeply pitched parcel alone.

Monica Raymond bought the land in 1985. She and her husband, Todd Smith, the
easement donors, have been friends of the Land Trust for many years. In 1997, they built
two plank-and-log bridges for walkers to more comfortably traverse some muddy spots
in the Lindsay-Parsons Preserve, both to make the walk easier and to protect vegetation.

Their easement features a variety of ecological systems. The glacier cut through an
existing valley and created slopes facing in all the directions of the compass. The wetter
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Neighbors Band Together 
to Protect Land Near
Canandaigua Lake

When Marion Myers thought about the future of the 64-acre
parcel of land in her father’s estate, she wanted it kept the

way she remembered it –– a natural place, wooded with ever-
greens and deciduous trees, hilly, and with a lovely view overlook-
ing Canandaigua Lake.

Her wish came true when she and her friends and neighbors
from childhood formed the Richard M. Morse Conservation Club
(named after her father who died in 1999) and purchased the
land near the western shore of the lake in the Town of South
Bristol, Ontario County. They signed an agreement with the
Finger Lakes Land Trust in late December 2005 to preserve the
land through a conservation easement.

“It completes my dream for the land, which is that it will be
green forever and that people will care about it and take care of
it,” said Myers.

While Myers now lives in Chicago, the 19 other members of
the club, including children of her father’s friends, mostly live
near the easement and will care for the land on Seneca Point, as
the area is called. The club is invested in managing this rich tract.

One of the many scenic vistas on the former Morse Estate 
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A picturesque stream, surrounded by mature
forest, rambles through the Raymond-Smith
property
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continued on page 10

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE LAND TRUST’S 17TH ANNUAL MEETING ON SATURDAY,
APRIL 29TH AT THE SKANEATELES COUNTRY CLUB (SEE INSERT FOR DETAILS)

continued on page 2

           



north-facing slopes have larger trees,
many of them hemlocks. The drier west-
facing slopes are covered with old,
stunted oaks. In addition, the ice sheet’s
retreat left some interesting glacial ter-
races. A beautiful creek runs through
one, shaded by mature hemlocks and
oaks. Each area supports its own unique
flora and fauna.

Monica built her house on the
adjoining property with her own hands.
She always loved to walk the property,
hear the “he hoo, he hoo” of the owls, see
the red efts, the many species of birds, the
deer and other animals.

Regarding their decision to donate
the easement, Monica discussed her
desire to preserve the habitat. “In just the
past few years, I’ve seen whole forests cut
down and made into shopping malls. The
sprawl is so huge and happening so rap-
idly. We decided we wanted at least to

protect our little property, to maintain
the bio-diversity, to have a place where
plants and animals can live unmolested.
It’s a comfort to know that the Land
Trust will protect it in perpetuity.”

Another motivation behind their
donation, Monica explained, was to
return something to the community.
“Even though we’ve moved away, the pro-
gressive community in Ithaca has given
us so much; we’ve learned so much from
them. This is like giving a gift back.”

The easement adds to the Land
Trust’s protection of this vital area and
gives us all the opportunity to connect to
a piece of our natural history.

––Margot Brinn

P E R S P E C T I V E S

With the Land Trust’s
two latest conserva-

tion easements, we’re now
working in partnership
with 53 families to provide

for the long-term protection of their
properties. While The Land Steward
typically provides an overview of these
projects, most people don’t realize all
that leads up to the signing of a conser-
vation easement. The easement process
can be complex and requires thoughtful
consideration by both the landowner
and the Land Trust’s representatives.

In some cases, the Land Trust con-
tacts individual prospective easement
donors as part of a systematic effort to
reach out to landowners in strategically
targeted areas. In other cases, a
landowner contacts us with interest in
conserving their land. In either case, the
Trust must determine whether the proj-
ect merits our long-term commitment of
stewardship resources. If the answer is
“yes,” discussions proceed, outlining 
possible terms and basic facts about con-
servation easements.

These conversations may last less
than a year, but they may extend for
many years and involve multiple genera-
tions and family members. Frequently,

such discussions focus on potential uses
of the land far out into the future, as it is
important that the easement document
incorporate flexibility for unforeseen cir-
cumstances.

While discussions with landowners
occur, the Trust begins to explore fund-
ing for the project. In addition to stew-
ardship funds to monitor and enforce
the easement in the future, there are
often direct expenses associated with
surveys and detailed assessments of
properties. In some cases, the landowner
covers these costs, and in others, the
Land Trust raises funds from elsewhere
to cover expenses.

In most easement projects, a land
survey is required to distinguish “active
use” areas such as a residential lot from a
natural area such as a forest. Once the
survey is completed, a “baseline docu-
mentation package” is completed for the
property; this set of maps, photos, and
detailed descriptions provides a snapshot
of the condition of the property at the
time of the easement grant.

Prior to recording an easement,
attorneys for both the donor and the
Land Trust review proposed language,
while counsel for the Land Trust also
reviews the property’s title to ensure that

it is not encumbered by liens or any
other unresolved issues. Thanks to the
generosity of a number of attorneys in
the Ithaca area, the Land Trust benefits
from pro bono legal services for many of
our projects.

Once the easement deed is signed
and recorded at the county office of
records, the process is complete. Or is it?
In actuality, the recording of the ease-
ment serves as a starting point. From
that point forward, the Land Trust works
through a series of partnerships with the
property owners to provide for its long-
term care.

Staff and volunteers at the Trust
work together to monitor each easement
property annually and educate new
owners about their easements and
options for managing their land. A dedi-
cated legal defense fund stands ready if
the Land Trust needs to enforce an ease-
ment. Thankfully, this fund has not been
used to date!

As you can see, the conservation
easement process is an involved one. The
actual crafting of an easement might take
anywhere from one to ten years, and then
the work of the Trust really just begins.

––Andy Zepp
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Easement donors Monica Raymond and
Todd Smith

New Conservation Easement Adds To Lindsay-Parsons Biodiversity Preserve
continued from cover

The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges Attorney Dick Ruswick for providing pro bono
legal services in this transaction. Attorney Peter Miller, representing the easement donors,
also donated a portion of his time.



Through a groundswell of local support and an anonymous
$20,000 challenge grant, the Land Trust achieved its goal of

raising $150,000 for the conservation of Grimes Glen at the end of
2005. Funds raised will go to the acquisition of the heart of the
Glen in partnership with Ontario County, ongoing site steward-
ship, and additional land protection work within the Grimes Creek
watershed and other areas within the Canandaigua Lake watershed.

“The community rallied around the protection of Grimes
Glen,” said the Land Trust’s Senior Field Representative Betsy
Landre. A number of civic organizations made substantial gifts to
the campaign, including the Naples Rotary Club, Naples
Historical Society, Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council (an
intermunicipal organization), Canandaigua Lake Watershed
Alliance and the East Side Cottagers Association.

Five Star Bank (formerly Bath National) hosted a chicken
barbeque in Naples to benefit the campaign, while photographer
Nigel P. Kent of Rochester donated a series of original photo-
graphs of the Glen. Three were printed and framed as posters,
then raffled off at the barbeque.

These contributions, and many additional gifts from local
people and businesses, allowed the Land Trust to match an
anonymous challenge grant that completed the fundraising cam-
paign. The wealth of support, which included gifts from people
around the state and beyond, seems clear testimony to the lasting
impression that the Glen makes upon those who visit.

Protecting Grimes Glen is a goal shared by many in the com-
munity of Naples. Naples Historical Society President Beth Flory
explained, “The Glen has been important to Naples’ life and
industry since the first settlers arrived and needed water power
for their mills. The discovery in the late 1800s by geologist D.

Dana Luther of an ancient tree fossil gives the Glen lasting geo-
logical importance. We’re pleased to help the Land Trust with the
purchase of Grimes Glen.”

Plans to proceed with acquiring the property have been
delayed because of an unresolved cleanup issue relating to the
existing parking lot at the mouth of the Glen. The Land Trust is
working with the owner of the site, Ontario County, and the New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation to resolve
the issue prior to finalizing the purchase.

While this issue is being resolved, the Land Trust continues
its efforts to protect other lands within the Grimes Creek water-
shed through the use of conservation easements. For additional
information on this project, please contact Betsy Landre in the
Land Trust’s Canandaigua office.

Through the recent acquisition of two parcels totaling 45 acres,
the New York State Department of Environmental

Conservation (NYSDEC) has expanded its holdings at Bear
Swamp State Forest. Though relatively small, both parcels were
identified as priorities due to their unique characteristics.

One of the two parcels includes wetlands along Bear Swamp
Creek, one of Skaneateles Lake’s largest tributaries. Fed by
groundwater as well as surface runoff, these wetlands harbor sev-
eral rare plant species and also help to maintain the lake’s water
quality. The second parcel consists of upland forest and is sur-
rounded by state land on all but one side. Its acquisition will
reduce the threat of forest fragmentation and will simplify long-
term stewardship of the site.

Bear Swamp State Forest spans more than 3,000 acres and is
identified as a priority project within the state’s Open Space Plan.
The Forest includes one of the region’s most pristine wetland 
systems, as well as an extensive network of cross-country ski
trails. The site is also located within the Southern Skaneateles
Lake Forest, identified by the National Audubon Society as an
Important Bird Area.

The Land Trust is working with the NYSDEC in a coordi-
nated effort to add to public lands in this area and also secure pri-
vately owned parcels through conservation easements. The Land
Trust’s own work to protect lands along Bear Swamp Creek over

the years has resulted in the acquisition of the Bahar Preserve on
the lakeside mouth of the creek and, more recently, the spectacu-
lar Carpenters Falls. Efforts are underway to add an additional
parcel connecting these two, which would protect a mile-long
corridor of the creek from future development.

Funding for the two recent NYSDEC purchases came from
the state’s Environmental Protection Fund.

Bear Swamp Creek is one of the largest tributaries of Skaneateles
Lake, the water supply for the City of Syracuse.
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Five Star Bank representatives present Land Trust staff member
Betsy Landre (centered) with a check for the proceeds from a BBQ
to help support the campaign to save Grimes Glen.

State Adds To Bear Swamp Holdings

Fundraising Goal for Grimes Glen Met – Parking Lot Cleanup
Delays Acquisition
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My spouse, Beth Cohen, and I are new to the Finger Lakes
area, having moved here this past summer. We lived in

Buffalo for eight years, and we found a number of nice spots for
hiking, birding, and being-out-in-nature, but we had to drive a
ways to get to them. So, something we missed while living in
Buffalo was good outdoor spots close by. Now, within a very short
distance of our Ithaca home are several superb outdoor areas —
one of which is the Lindsay-Parsons Biodiversity Preserve.

Well-known to residents in and around Ithaca, the Lindsay-
Parsons Preserve has been pieced together by nine separate land
transactions over the last ten years. The name chosen for this
preserve was the result of an early monetary donation by
Elizabeth Parsons Kirchner toward the project, in honor of her
parents, Anne Marguerite Victoria Lindsay and Wilbur Fay
Parsons. The initial transaction in 1995 was a 36-acre County of
Tompkins donation to the Finger Lakes Land Trust. In the subse-
quent decade, two more land donations and six more purchases
of various sizes have brought the preserve to its current size of
nearly 500 acres. Most recently, the Land Trust received a conser-
vation easement from Monica Raymond and Todd Smith of a 
20-acre parcel abutting the preserve (see story on page 1).

All in all, the ecological diversity of this area is astounding; a
vast array of plant and animal species make their homes here. Of
help in this regard is the adjacent Danby State Forest, allowing for
a larger area of unbroken wilderness. The Cayuga Inlet runs
through the Lindsay-Parsons Preserve, providing for very rich,
moist soil. In addition, several wetland areas feed the Inlet’s tribu-
taries within the tract. About four miles of hiking trails have been
built within the preserve, and they take one through gently rolling
grassland, thick forest, rich wetlands, and down into ravines. The
elevation change can make the hike a vigorous one, especially on
very warm or very cold days.

The preserve’s rich diversity of habitats attracts a wide variety
of birds, making for excellent birdwatching.

In addition to its sheer beauty, the preserve functions as a
rare temperate-zone location for research in chemical ecology and
bio-prospecting, thanks to the creative vision of Professor
Thomas Eisner of Cornell’s Institute for Research in Chemical
Ecology, who in 1994 approached the Land Trust about such use
for the area. What an unusual and wonderful opportunity it is for
the Finger Lakes region to have this activity –– normally carried
out in humid tropical jungles –– taking place in our own back-
yard! 

My first foray into the preserve was with Director of Preserve
Stewardship Betsy Darlington on a crisp, bright Saturday in
January. Having heard that once-native river otter had been
found in the preserve, we hoped very much to spot one or more
of them, sliding down the frozen snow banks near one of the pre-
serve ponds or ducking in and out of holes they’d cut into the
thin ice that covered the ponds. For me, it would have been quite
a treat to see these otters. When Beth and I lived in Buffalo,
directly across the street from the Buffalo Zoo, the big excitement
of 2004 for our “neighbor” was the opening of a river otter

exhibit. It was great fun watching the zoo’s two otters cavorting
with each other in that naturalistic, yet still artificial, setting. And
now I might actually get to see an otter in the wild!

We hiked in on the Blue Trail, and after some pleasant walk-
ing, the excitement built when we spotted otter tracks on iced-
over Coleman Lake, interspersed with long indentations in the
snow bank where the otters had slid on their bellies down to the
hole in the ice they’d made. We didn’t actually see any otters,
however, in spite of assistance from Lindsay-Parsons Preserve
Steward Geo Kloppel, whom we caught up with on our hike.

This shortcoming, though, didn’t spoil the outing at all. The
variety of terrain in the preserve is stunning, as are the sometimes
sweeping views. The preserve seems to be bordered on the east
and west by some of steepest hills I’d ever seen in New York State,
at least west of the Adirondacks. But as Betsy pointed out, what I
was actually looking at were “glacially oversteepened valley walls.”
The valley between them that composed the bulk of the preserve
was created by glacial advance during the last ice age — the top of
the distant walls had been the general elevation of the land prior
to the ice’s march into central New York. We hiked among other
glacial features, including kettle ponds and glacial moraine hills.

I have next to no training at recognizing animal tracks, so I
was fortunate to be accompanying Betsy, who identified squirrel,
rabbit, deer, fox, and coyote tracks in the snow (substantial
amounts of the latter two, much to my excitement). Mink and
weasel tracks have also been seen there, Geo told us.

I highly recommend a visit to the Lindsay-Parsons
Biodiversity Preserve, one of the true gems of the Land Trust’s
holdings in central New York!

–– George Dillmann

DIRECTIONS TO THE PRESERVE: From Ithaca, go south on
Route 13; take left exit onto Route 34/96; go about 7 miles to the
Preserve. Parking lot is about 1/2 mile south of Sylvan Drive and
the West Danby Fire Station, ands on the left (east side) of road, at
top of the hill, opposite house # 2500.

Coleman Lake attracts otters, beavers, mink, osprey, and many
other species 
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Lindsay-Parsons Biodiversity
Preserve: a 500-acre Gem

P R E S E R V E  P R O F I L E
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LEG ISLAT IVE  NEWS  –  SPR ING  2006
IN ALBANY

The Legislative scene in Albany
begins each year with the Governor’s
budget proposals, and at the Land Trust
we quickly look to see what the dollar
amount will be for the EPF (the
Environmental Protection Fund) from
which most of the public money for
environmental projects in New York
derives. Financed by the Real Estate
Transfer Tax (RETT), that budget line
for the past few years has been $125 mil-
lion. Last year it was increased to $150
million and this year the figure is $180
million. Since the Chairs of both the
Senate Conservation Committee
(Republican Carl Marcellino of Long
Island) and the Assembly Environmental
Conservation Committee (Democrat
Tom DiNapoli, also of Long Island) are
supporting this, serious opposition is
unlikely. The EPF provides funding for
Open Space land acquisition and protec-
tion and includes $500,000, jointly
administered by New York State and the
Land Trust Alliance, which provides
grants in support of various land trust
programs around the state. Additionally,
the EPF funds Clean Water initiatives,
Solid Waste/Recycling programs, as well
as projects with state and local parks,
zoos and botanical gardens.

Environmental awareness seems to
be increasing in Albany as evidenced by

the introduction of the EPF Enhance-
ment Act (S.6356) and (A.9283). Spon-
sored by the two above-mentioned
Chairs, it calls for an increase in the EPF
budget to $300 million by 2008. The sole
source of money for the EPF, the RETT
was created specifically as a dedicated
fund to pay for environmental projects
after the defeat of the 1990 Environmen-
tal Bond Act. If $300 million seems like a
lot of money for land protection and
acquisition, it is important to realize that
development proceeds apace in every
town in New York State, and when the
land is gone, it’s gone. We still have the
opportunity to protect the land and the
environment, and if the funding from
Albany is there we may accomplish that.

In breaking news, the possibility of
tax incentives for donors of conservation
easements in New York State looms
large. Under current law, when land
owners agree to place their land under
restrictions of a conservation easement,
in most cases they still have to pay full
local property taxes, while at the same
time forfeiting any financial benefit they
might get from their land through sale
and development.

Now, in his Executive Budget,
Governor Pataki has proposed an
annual, refundable state income tax
credit for conservation easement donors,
amounting to 25% of their local taxes

paid on that land during the previous tax
year. There would be no revenue loss to
municipalities or school districts; savings
to the landowner would come in the
form of a state income tax credit. This is
essentially an old proposal put forward
by our state legislators, notably Senator
Marcellino and Assemblyman DiNapoli,
but the bills had little traction without
being part of the Executive Budget. Now
that the Governor has thrown his sup-
port behind the Conservation Easement
Tax Credit, its chances for enactment are
very good, greatly enhancing the
prospects for conservation easements
helping to protect our Finger Lakes.

IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
After seemingly interminable delays,

the U.S. Senate passed legislation that
would grant new tax incentives to
donors of land or conservation ease-
ments. Also, the House of Representa-
tives passed their version of a tax bill
without charitable giving incentives. The
House and Senate bills are now at the
“conference,” or “reconciliation,” stage
where differences will be hammered out
and compromises made. In the end,
hopefully, at last some new legislation of
great benefit to the Land Trust commu-
nity and the environment will be
enacted.

— Merry Jo Bauer
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IN MEMORIAM:
Dr. Donald Raines
We are deeply saddened to announce

that Board Member Don Raines
passed away last month at the age of 80. A
retired physician specializing in otolaryn-
gology, Don has a host of credits and
honors to his name. In addition to his
commitment to protecting the natural
landscapes of the Finger Lakes Region,

Don was an avid bird watcher and enjoyed spending time out-
doors. “Don had a contagious enthusiasm for nature,” said
Land Trust Board President Jim Kersting. “Once, while walking
the path at Grimes Glen on a May morning when the red tril-
lium were abundant, Don in his soft-spoken yet passionate
manner was so moved by the experience that I could not help
but be carried away with him.” In addition to his beloved wife
of 58 years, Skippy Raines of Naples, Don is survived by five
children and 12 grandchildren. We will all miss him.

Donald Raines 
at Grimes Glen
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Myron & Esther Beal 
Mr. & Mrs. Clinton

Braine 
Norman & Eleanor

Burgess 
Patricia Burnett 
Nancy Camp 
Elaine & Don Cook 
Albert & Sybil Craig, Jr.
Don J. Cushing 
Steve Daniel & Joan

Zeller
Eileen & Gary DelDuca 
James & Ruth Ely 
Sheldon & Beth Flory
Margery Gootnick 
Ann & Jim Gordon
Nancy & Henry Hamlin
Donald & Joan Hoeffel 
Ginger & Dick Howell 
Christopher & Andrea

Jenny 
Taylor & Carola Keller 

Anne & Bruce Kennedy
Jim & Sara Kersting 
Ronald & Judith Knight 
Leanna Landsmann &

Chip Block
Bert & Henny Lasley 
Richard Lawton
Elizabeth & Jim McMath 
George & Gayle Medill 
Betsy & Bob Meindl
Irwin & Sidney Metzger 
Petronelle Ogden
Eileen & Bernard Oseroff
Mitchell Pierson Jr.,

Inc./Realtors
A.J. & Joan Pizzarelli 
Paul & Susan Plvan
Dick & Nancy Raines
Helene Robinson 
The Rochester

Otolaryngology
Group, P.C.

Tobi & Bob Rozen

John M. & John T.
Samter

Peggy Savlov
Mr. & Mrs. Richard

Skuse 
Charles Standish 
John & Sally States 
Robert Stegemann
Nancy Swett 
David & Ellen Thurber
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard

Tofany 
Don & Karen Teronde
Robert van der Stricht
Julie Yoho-Williams

*Gifts received as of press
time. Gifts received after
press time will be listed in
the Summer 2006 Land
Steward

OUR DEEPEST APPRECIATION FOR GIFTS* IN MEMORY

OF DR. DONALD RAINES FROM:



from Our
Protected Lands

View of Canandaigua Lake from the Land Trust’s recent conserva-
tion easement atop Seneca Point (see article at top of page 1)
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Thanks to the efforts of friends and neighbors on the western shore
of Canandaigua Lake, these woods will stay forever wild (see arti-
cle at top of page 1)
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Winter landscape at the Goetchius Wetland Preserve
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“…secure for your

children and your

children’s children

some of these scenes

of special natural

beauty which are

still to be found…”
– Charles Eliot, 1857-1897



Our sincere thanks 
for gifts in honor of:

Robert E. and Barbara A. Hopkins
FROM

Roger and Ruth Hopkins
• • •

Ed Marx
FROM

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Quimby
• • •

Peter and Betty Stahlbrodt
FROM

David and Linda Marsh

We are deeply grateful 
for donations in memory of:

Jamie Ashmead 
FROM

Jim and Sara Kersting
• • •

Holland Gregg IV
FROM

Douglas Sutherland

Vernal pools, such as the one pictured above at the Stevenson Preserve, are ideal breeding
ponds for salamanders and frogs (see article on page 10)
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Recent easement donor Monica Raymond on her property border-
ing the Lindsay-Parsons Biodiversity Preserve in West Danby (see
article at bottom of page 1)
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The 64-acre Seneca Point easement borders this magnificent gully,
one of the largest on Canandaigua Lake (see article at top of page 1)
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T H A N K  Y O U !

The Land Trust’s work is made possible through the efforts of over 1600 members and supporters from over 30 states across the coun-
try. Your commitment to this region and the natural world has enabled us to conserve more than 8,000 acres of rolling hills, pristine

forests, deep ravines, and productive farmland in the Finger Lakes region.
THANK YOU to all of our members and supporters and, in particular, those who gave leadership gifts in 2005.

Land & Conservation
Easement Donors
Donald Green 
Vic & Elaine Mansfield
Jim & Gladys McConkey
Richard M. Morse

Conservation Club, LLC
Millie Sherwood
Steve & Kathy Trechter

$100,000 & up
Anonymous

$ 50,000 - 99,999
Anonymous

$20,000 – 49,999
Anonymous

$10,000 –19,999
Anonymous
Anonymous 
The Allyn Foundation, Inc.
Kenneth & Marjorie Blanchard 
Ruth & Roger Hopkins 
Land Trust Alliance
Dwight W. Winkelman

Foundation

$5000-9999
Sam & Lucia Beer 
Scoby Beer 
BorgWarner Morse TEC
Canandaigua Lake Watershed

Alliance
Canandaigua Lake Watershed

Council
Betsy & Dick Darlington 
Myron & Barbara Egtvedt 
Tom & Maria Eisner 
James & Ellen Fralick
Peter & Kathy Gerbic 
Donald Green 
Albert & Pauline Joerger 
Jim & Gladys McConkey
Bob McGuire  & Judy Keil
Naples Historical Society
Naples Rotary Club
Nelson B. Delavan Foundation
Steve & Kathy Trechter 
Tom & Jean Wickenden

$1000-4999
Anonymous
Barbara Berthelsen
Boyce Thompson Institute
Joseph Briggs 
Marjory Brooks 
Canandaigua National Bank
Canandaigua Wine Co. Inc.

Catherine Caneau 
The Cayuga Foundation
Patty & Tom Davis 
Gary Dower 
East Shore Association
Meg & George Ewing 
Five Star Bank
Scott Forsyth 
Nicolas & Dorothy Gavrielides
Robert Grajewski & Susan

Garing
Edward & Irene Grandt 
George & Mary Hamlin  
Peter & Susan Henry 
Donald & Margot Hughes 
Isabel Hull 
Ted & Joan Hullar 
Jack & Barbara Jean Hustler 
Josephine Ingle 
Mark & Mickie Jauquet 
Douglas P. Bates/ John W.

Bristol Trust
Elizabeth Kirchner 
Carl & Lynn Leopold 
David S. & Linda M. Marsh 
Douglas & Barbara McIlroy 
Rick Naro 
Norcross Wildlife Foundation,

Inc.
Walter Pintner 
Chris Proulx 
Don & Nancy Robbins 
Jim & Nancy Robinson 
Kris Scholl & Brooke Oropallo
Shondor Corporation
Erron Silverstein 
Jason A. Sokoloff
Jan & Susan Suwinski 
Ree Thayer 
Peggy Walbridge 
Mead Weil/Susan Weil

$500-999
Ben Arthur 
Heather Bernhardt  & John

Walp
Phil & Donna Brumbaugh
Larry & Laura Buffam 
James & Terry Byrnes 
Diane & Roger Cass 
CFCU Community Credit

Union
Mr. & Mrs. G. Thomas Clark 
Jonathan Cook 
Sue & Glenn Evans 
Shirley Fallon 
Edward J. Finegan 
Sally & Benn Forsyth 
Marty & Cathy Gardner 
James Goetz 
John S Harding 

Carman & Sandy Hill 
Jim & Sara Kersting 
Carl Kohls 
Craig & Susan Larson 
Garrison & Katia Marsted 
Richard M. Morse

Conservation Club, LLC
Pioneer Printing*
Bard & Gina Prentiss 
David Ruppert 
Bob & Lynne Scheer 
John Schroeder 
Sciarabba, Walker, & Co., LLP
Robert Silsbee 
Elizabeth A. Smith 
Alan & Sandy Stone 
Robert Strominger & Karen E.

Miller
Harmon V. Strong 
James & Ellen Terwilliger 
Michael & Marina Todd 
Tompkins Trust Company
Mack & Carol Travis 
Views From Above Publishing
John Wertis 

$250-499
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Adirondack Mountain Club-

Finger Lakes Chapter
Adirondack Mountain Club-

Onondaga Chapter
Dawn Bahar-Goellner
Alan & Bunny Bernstein  
Thomas Bjorkman & Ann

Raffetto
Harriet Brittain & Family
Richard & JNelle Cahoon 
Linda & David Caughey 
Cornell Greens
Jean Darlington & Eduardo

Marchena
Clover Drinkwater
Brad Edmondson & Tania

Werbizky
Michael & Harriet Eisman 
Herb Engman 
David Fay 
Audrey McK. Fernandez
James Flaws & Marcia Weber
David & Alanna Fontanella
Thomas & Julietta Foster 
Nancy Gabriel 
Greg Garvan
Kurt & Sorel Gottfried 
Holland & Patience Gregg 
Robert & Elaine Growe 
Robert & Dianne Gusciora 

Barbara M. Hall 
Mary Agnes & Stephen

Hamilton 
Jane Hamlin 
James Hamlin 
Rick & Ellen Harrison 
Edward & Joycelyn Hart 
Howard Hartnett 
Sarah & Daniel Hincks 
Eva Hoffmann 
George Homsy 
Ithaca Cayuga Optical Service
J.P. Morgan Chase Foundation 
David Jacobs 
Tom Jeffers 
Lawrence Jones & Vera

Versteeg
Peter & Peggy Kane 
Rosalind Kenworthy
Gene & Joan Lane 
James Lassoie & Ruth

Sherman
Norman & Susan Lindenmuth
Cornelia R. H. & Lawrence S.

Marks 
Peter & Beth Marks 
Gregory & Susan Martin 
Edward & Carolyn Maruggi 
Marvin & Annette Lee

Foundation 
William & Shirley McAneny 
Frank Moran 
Dr. & Mrs. John H. Morton 
Deborah O’Connor & Peter

Lepage
Ray Oglesby 
Bernard & Eileen Oseroff
Ken “Otto” Ottoson 
Nancy & Andrew Ramage 
William Rayburn 
Susan Rea 
Kathleen Roth 
Jean & Betty Rowley 
David Sagan 
Carl & Olle Jane Sahler 
Anne Schaff
Myra Shulman & James Morin
Fred & Margaret Sibley 
Bonnie & John Sirianni 
George & Priscilla Slocum 
Art & Bebe Smith 
Thomas & Donna Sokol 
Caroline Spicer 
William Standish 
Patricia J. Sullivan 
The Harley School

Environmental Club
Robert & Genevieve

Thompson
Tiohero Tours*
Mary E. Tuthill 

Erik & Judy von Bucher
Charles & Jane Walcott 
David Weinstein & Christina

M. Stark
Jack & Jeanne Wenrich 
Jim & Kris West 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert W. White 
Steven Wolf
Thomas & Barbara Wood 
Andrew & Rocio Zepp 

$100-249
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
John & Lynne Abel 
Judith Abrams 
Geoffrey Achilles 
Diane Ackerman 
Marion D. Adams 
Mark & Mary Jo Adams 
Molly & Barry Adams 
Adobe Systems Inc.
Joan Albern 
Laurie Allan & Carl Herrgesell
Ole & Mina Amundsen
Barbara Andersen & Andrew

Clark
Dorothy Anderson 
Paige Anderson & Michael

Pinnisi
David Anderson 
Arnold Printing Corporation
Charles & Kathy Babcock 
Tom Babcock 
Peter & Margot Badger 
Laurel Baker 
Bill Banaszewski
J. Robert & Nancy Barlow 
Susan & John Barr 
Merry Jo Bauer 
Helen T.M. Bayer 
Elizabeth Stevenson Bennett 
Donald & Barbara Bergmann 
Mary Berk 
Rose Bethe 
Sandra Bierbrauer 
Gladys Birdsall 
Laurie Bittner 
Susan Black 
Patricia Boland 
Rick Bonney & Judy Burrill
John Bowen M.D.
Brendan & Mary Brady 
Anthony & Janice Bretscher 
Kevin & Vicki Brew 
Susan & Joel Brock 
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Tom Brown–Locust Lumber 

of Newfield*
Crystal Buck & Ben Coakley
Susannah Buhrman-Deever
Patti & Jules Burgevin 
Kurt Burmeister
Tom Butler 
Richard Buttny 
Ruth & William Cahn 
Elaine Caldarone 
Rita & Joe Calvo 
D.B. Campbell & Anita Watkins
Stephen W. Carter 
Mike & Wendi Cartwright 
Jonathan Caulkins & Family
Tom & Lisa Cavataio 
Cayuga Lake National Bank
Mark Chao & Miyoko Chu
Abbey Chernela & Miles

Cigolle
Joan Christy 
Alfred & Patricia Clark Jr.
Tom & Linda Clougherty
Robert Cockram 
Vinnie Collins 
Karen & John Confer 
Cornell Outdoor Education
Robert & Vanne Cowie 
Jonathan Culler 
Norman & Olivia Culver 
David & Joan Cunningham
Peter J. Davies & Linda

DeNoyer
A. Arthur Davis 3rd 
Jim & Pat DeCaro 
Christine DeGolyer 
Byron & Caroline Delavan 
Cliff & Jane DeMayo 
Bill & Sarah Demo 
Luke & Beth Dewalt 
Pam & Bob DiPaola 
Barbara & Frank DiSalvo 
Graham Dobson 
Martin Dodge 
Jeff & Jane Doyle 
William Dress 
Dirk & Wendy Dugan 
Katherine Durant 
Vern & Lenore Durkee 
Sally Eller 
Elmira Savings & Loan
Daniel & Betsy Elswit 
Kristin & Bill Ely 
James & Ruth Ely 
Tonya & Adam Engst 
Mitchel & Robin Evans 
Bill Evans 
George M. & Marie-Merrill

Ewing Foundation, Inc.
Gregory & Sally Ezra 
Martha Ferger 
Finger Lakes Assoc. of

Fundraising Professionals
Francille & John Firebaugh 
Thomas & Elizabeth Fisher-

York

Douglas Fitchen & Karen
Brazell

Alex Flecker & Alison Power
Tessa Flores & Ira Goldstein
Robert & Barbara Foote 
Barbara & Fred Fouquet 
Thomas Fox & Maria Costanzo
Lisa Freedman 
Anne Frost 
Hubert Gasteiger 
Eileen Gerace 
Gladys Gifford & Alvin

Schuster
Kim & Nancy Gilbertson 
David & Synnova Gooding 
Wayne Gottlieb 
Bradley & Mary Grainger 
Patrick & Diana Griffin 
David Gross 
John Guckenheimer &

Meredith Kusch
Robert & Dorothy Gullotta 
Robert Guthrie 
Nelson Hairston 
Helen Haller 
Barbara & Stephen Hamlin 
Hugh Hamlin 
Becca Harber 
Laura Harkness 
Maria Harrison 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hawks Jr.
Jim & Betta Hedlund 
Peter B. Heinrich 
Martin Hempstead
Gary & Chris Henehan 
Christopher L. Henley 
John & Susan Herbert 
Ron Herring & Valerie Bunce
Diane Hillman 
John & Robin Moss Hinchcliff
HOLT Architects, P.C.
Sybil Holton 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert T. Horn Jr.
George & Jo Houghton 
William & Betty House 
Eric Huppert 
A.R. Hurst 
Christopher Husson 
Judy Immesoete
Drs. Laurence & Katherine

Jacobs 
Mary Jaffe 
Jay Janowsky & Joan Tardif
John & Susan Jaquette 
Larry R. Jensen 
Elizabeth Johns 
Audrey Kahin 
Dr. & Mrs. Alfred E. Kahn 
Ruth Kahn 
Marsha & Fredric Kardon 
Barbara Keeton 
Bruce Kennedy 
Richard & Barbara Kent 
Carolyn Kenyon 
Harry Kesten 
Connie Kintner 
Bill & Carol Klepack 

Charles Knauf
Victoria Korth 
Heidi G. Kuehn 
Stephen & Isadora Kunitz 
Ann & Jan Landre 
Peter & Betsy Landre 
Leanna Landsmann
Richard Lawton 
Mary Leeder 
Donald & Janet Lein 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald D. Lennox 
Daryl J. Lewis 
John Lis & Martha Hamblin
James Littwitz 
Ann Livingston 
Howard & Harriet London 
Heather Lumppio & Anthony

Fiumera
Alison Lurie 
Rachel Luyben 
Michael Lynch 
Lee Macbeth 
Mr. & Mrs. Duncan MacIntyre 
Rob & Margaret Mackenzie
Ian & Jean Mackenzie
John & Candace Marsellus 
Patricia & Edward Martin 
Ed Marx 
William McCleary & Maxine

Long
Paul McEuen & Susan Wiser
Sarah McNaull & Tod

Sukontarak
Susan Mehringer 
David & Dorothy Mermin 
Peter Miller 
Ann & John Miller 
Harold Mills 
Harriet L. Moeller 
Monica’s Pies
Carol & John Morris 
Victor Nee & Brett de Bary
Beth Newell 
Joseph & Michelle Nolan 
Victoria Nuzzo & Bernd

Blossey
Edward & Frieda O’Hanlon 
Pack, Paddle, & Ski
Rosemarie Parker & Sol

Gruner
Marilyn & Jerry Passer 
Katharine Payne 
Barbara Payne 
Taylor Peck 
James Pitney & Virginia Davis
Robert & Karin Pohl 
Nancy Potter 
Lloyd & Betty Powell 
Philip Protter 
Esther Racoosin & Eric Alani
Joseph Raimondo 
Don & Sue Rakow 
Joan M. Ramage 
Randall Farnsworth Auto

Group
Lyle Raymond 
Marie Read 

Reagan Land Surveying
Martha Reddout 
Andrew & Wilma Reed 
Elizabeth & Dennis Regan 
Tom Reimers 
John & Judith Reppy 
Virginia & Lawrence Rockwell 
Susan Rockwell 
Eloy Rodriguez 
John Rogers & Claudia

Stoscheck
Frederick & Jan Rohrs 
Richard Root 
Stephen Rosenfeld 
Helen Rothberg 
Norma Rumfelt 
Lynda Rummel & Rolf Zerges
Larry & Nancy Russell 
Richard Ruswick 
Daniel Ryan 
Andrew M. Ryder 
Roger & Suzanne Schenkel 
Ted Schiele & Christine Griffin
Nancy & Charles Scholes 
Jane Schuster 
William Schwappacher
Stuart Schweizer
Stephanie Sechler 
Thomas & Robin Seeley 
Phoebe Sengers &Thorsten

Joachims
Jan & Mike Shay 
Paul & Janet Sherman 
Mike & Tarry Shipley 
Steven Shraeder 
Joyce Sirlin-Rand
Carol Sisler 
Erick Smith & Debby Halpern
Richard D. Smith 
Cliff & Bernie Todd Smith 
Peter & Lynn Smith 
James & Janis Smith 
Todd E. Smith 
Steve Smolen 
Jewel Snow 
Robert & Susan Spahn 
George Spak & Jane Hoteling
Robert & Mary Sproull 
Jack & Patty Starke 
Paul Steiger 
Laura Stenzler & Karel A Schat
Robert & Sarah Steuteville 
Ann Stevens & William J.

Shattuck
Tracy Stokol & John Parker
Elizabeth Stoll 
John & Ann Street 
Cushing & Jean Strout 
Douglas B. Sutherland
John Sutton 
Steve & Cheryl Swartout 
Irene Szabo 
Deborah Tall & David Weiss
Regi Teasley 
Janet L. Thigpen 
Constance Thomas 

Christopher & Kathryn
Thomas 

Liz & Ed Thorndike 
Alice Thurber 
David Thurber 
Samuel Tilton 
Hiram & Cornelia Tindall 
Tompkins Insurance Agencies
Jeff Tonole 
Tops Markets
Paul & Sherri Trietley 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Troast 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel A. Tucker 
David & Lucia Tyler 
Rich & Julie Uhlig 
Norman & Marguerite Uphoff
Cheryl Van Denburg
Donald Varney 
Leigh Ann Vaughn & John

Luginsland
Volker Vogt & Carla Marceau
Bob & Janice Waller 
Simeon Warner 
Jeanette Waterstraat
David & Dawn Wayne 
James & Margaret Webster 
Matt Weeg & Jackie Grant
Ann Weiland 
Sylvia & Leonard Weinstein 
Paul Wentworth
Cynthia Westerman
Jack & Jane Wheeler 
Maurice & Steffi White 
William White 
Penelope Wickham & Grady

Wells
Linda Williams 
Cindy & Lee Williams 
P.J. & Karen Winkelman
David Winkler & Amy McCune
Joan M. Winters 
Katherine Wolf & Peter Clark
John & Ida Wolff
John Wood & Laurie Snyder
David & Linda Woodard 
Helen & Walter Woodmansee
Jim & Marsha Wooster 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Wright 
Stephen & Amy Yale-Loehr
Rob Young & Katherine

Lieberknecht
Bill & Valerie Yust 
Milton & Marjorie Zaitlin 
Jan Zeserson 

* In Kind Donors

Our deepest appreciation
for donated legal services

provided by attorneys:
Elizabeth Bixler
Dan Hoffman
Randy Marcus 
Peter Miller
Dick Ruswick
True, Walsh & Miller, LLP
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Donor Plans for the Future

Doug Beech, the planned giving officer for the Kansas 4-H Foundation, explained
on the telephone recently that a planned gift — at least from the donor’s per-

spective — should be thought of as a stop-and-think gift. “Whether it’s $10 or $1
million, good planned giving should always involve good gift planning,” said Beech.

And Beech should know; he’s been planning gifts for the past 12 years. He went
on to say, “A charitable bequest requires that a donor be pro-active and deal with
issues such as retirement planning, estate planning, wills, trusts, beneficiary designa-
tions, etc.”

Beech recently included the Land Trust in his own estate plans, and he pointed
out some of the benefits of doing so. “For people who want to include charity in
their estate, there can be some significant tax savings for their heirs if the charitable
bequest is funded through tax deferred retirement plans such as traditional IRA’s, 401
(k) and 403 (b) plans or US savings bonds.” In addition, “It is also making a pro-
found statement to your heirs and those who knew you.”

With all the worthy causes to give to, Beech said his reasons for choosing the
Land Trust as a beneficiary had a lot to do with his connections to the region as a
younger man.

“I’m originally from this region and went to college here. The incredible beauty
of the Finger Lakes region has always touched me. It gives me tremendous satisfac-
tion knowing that after I’m gone, I will continue supporting the important work of
the Land Trust.”

A relatively new member to the Finger Lakes Land Trust, Beech discovered the
organization after reading about us in the Fall 2004 issue of the magazine, Life in the
Finger Lakes. A graduate of Cornell with a master’s degree in Agricultural Economics,
Beech has lived in Kansas for the past 27 years.

—Abbey Chernela Planned gift donor Douglas Beech

“There are able hands in the group
who are committed to it,” said Myers.
“There are hikers and picnickers and
hunters, and so the use of the land will be
carried on the way it was before.”

“From our own personal experience,
we knew what could happen if we didn’t
act,” said George Hamlin, president of the
conservation club and President and
Chief Executive Officer of The Canan-
daigua National Bank and Trust Com-
pany, referring to development pressures
in the area. “We wanted to protect part of
what made Seneca Point so special.”

After Myers approached Hamlin with
the vision of buying the land in her
father’s estate for conservation purposes,
Hamlin and Steve Swartout, secretary and
treasurer of the club, became instrumen-
tal in carrying the project forward with
the creation of a limited liability corpora-
tion and the enrollment of neighbors.

The land, which has been in Myers
family since 1866, includes a pond and a

barebones cabin with a fireplace but no
running water. The property also borders
one of the largest gullies entering the lake.
Morse cultivated apples and pears on the
land and 200 more acres on Seneca Point.
His great-great grandfather built the
family home there in 1870, where Mr.
Morse lived and died at the age of 93.

Morse’s many interests included
orchard keeper, writer, historian and fish-
erman. He also served many posts as a
South Bristol town official. A graduate of
Cornell University, Morse was regarded
by all as “a true gentleman.”

Now, memories of Morse as a fixture
on Seneca Point can continue by preserv-
ing the land he loved. The Morse
Conservation Club conservation ease-
ment is the Land Trust’s 53rd and its sev-
enth in Ontario County.

“The way the friends and neighbors
banded together to preserve this land is
wonderful,” said Andrew Zepp, executive
director of the Land Trust. “We all too

often hear of neighbors lamenting the loss
of cherished landscape. This project serves
as a wonderful precedent that we hope
will be replicated elsewhere in the region.”

—Krishna Ramanujan

Neighbors Band Together to Protect Land Near Canandaigua Lake
continued from cover

Land Trust Executive Director Andy Zepp
congratulates Conservation Club President
George Hamlin
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The spotted salamander, Ambystoma maculatum, is a secretive
denizen of eastern U. S. and southern Canadian woodlands.

Although its looks are arresting –– two rows of bright yellow
spots on a dark body as long as your hand –– it is all but invisible
most of the year. Like all so-called “mole salamanders,”
spotted salamanders spend most of their time
underground in burrows that they find or
dig themselves.

However, for a very short
window of time in the spring,
this reclusive animal comes
out of hiding. Small depres-
sions in the ground, dry or
covered with snow for
most of the year, fill with
spring rains and form
vernal pools. These
ephemeral wetlands can’t
support hungry fish, so
they are perfect breeding
ponds for species like mole
salamanders, wood frogs and
fairy shrimp.

Responding to some signal ––
perhaps the temperature, or the flooding
of their burrows, or even the sound of rain-
drops on the surface –– on the first warm
nights of spring, the spotted salamanders
start to emerge and begin a synchronized
migration toward the vernal pools of their birth, sometimes pass-
ing by perfectly good breeding ponds on the way. How do they
know where to go? Scientists can’t say for certain, but Kraig Adler,
Cornell Professor of Biology, offers a guess: “They probably use
odors and the Earth’s magnetic field to orient, as do newts.”

The salamanders stay at their natal pools only long enough
to mate and lay their eggs before returning home. The larvae
remain in the ponds for several months, feeding on tiny inverte-
brates, until they trade their gills for lungs and grow legs that
allow them to follow their parents on land. By this time, the
vernal pools have dried up, reverting back to unobtrusive hollows
in the forest floor. It may take more than five years before a juve-

nile reaches sexual maturity, but spotted salamanders can live
more than thirty years.

The population of spotted salamanders in Tompkins County
is healthy, thanks to good conservation practices. However, in

other parts of the state, their status is precarious enough
that they are listed as a “Special Concern

Species” by the New York State
Department of Environmental

Conservation. One threat that
these animals face is the

destruction of their breeding
ponds. Since vernal pools
are shallow and dry most
of the year, they are often
filled in or built over by
homeowners and devel-
opers.

Another problem is
water pollution, to which

salamanders are exquisitely
sensitive. Heavy metals and

pesticides are deadly, but acid
rain and snow are bigger threats in

the northeast. Salamander eggs and
larvae either die or develop abnormally if

the pH of their ponds is too low. The
Adirondacks in particular have been deeply
affected by pollution: some lakes and ponds
there have become so acidic that they

cannot support normal aquatic ecosystems.
Perhaps the most obvious, and in some ways the most easily

addressed, threat to salamanders is automobile traffic. A heavily
used road that cuts across a migration path can decimate a sala-
mander population, and the amphibians are small enough to
escape the notice of all but the most eagle-eyed motorist. Since
neither human roads nor salamander migrations can be easily re-
routed, one way to prevent a conflict of interests is to build road
underpasses (sometimes called “toad tunnels”) or modify already
existing culverts. The Cornell Plantations took the latter
approach, building an animal directional fence that shepherds
migrating amphibians into a culvert beneath Ringwood Road in
Ithaca. Nancy Ostman, the Plantations Natural Areas Program
Director, reports that although the toad tunnel has been quite
successful, “there are still a cluster of deaths off of the end of the
fence. Some animals will go the wrong way even if it is out of the
way.” The Plantations also manages ponds near the Cornell golf
course that are used by breeding amphibians. Because debris from
road and golf course maintenance tends to collect in these ponds,
the Plantations staff regularly dredges their perimeters, thereby
ensuring that the water is deep enough for the amphibians to
breed and the young to survive.

This spring, look – and drive! – carefully, and if you’re lucky,
you might catch a glimpse of the slow, inexorable vernal march of
the spotted salamander.

–– Jacqueline Stuhmiller

A  C L O S E R  L O O K

The Elusive Spotted Salamander
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Our sincere thanks for a gift in honor of
the wedding of:

Alice Scheffer and Paul Mason
FROM

Melinda Klein

Our deepest appreciation for a birthday gift to:

Sophia Dockswell
FROM

Susan and Joel Savishinsky

Spotted Salamander crossing the centerline 
of a highway in the Adirondacks
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SPRING 2006 CALENDAR
Saturday, April 22, 10:00 am: Spring Cleaning at Carpenter’s Falls on
Skaneateles Lake. (See insert for details.)

Sunday, April 23, 1:00 pm: Garlic Mustard Pull at the High Vista Preserve on
Skaneateles Lake. (See insert for details.)

Saturday, April 29, 11:30 am: Annual Meeting. Please join us for the Land
Trust’s 17th Annual Meeting at the Skaneateles Country Club on West Lake
Street at the shores of beautiful Skaneateles Lake. (See insert for details and
reservation form.)

Sunday, May 7, 1:30 pm: Garlic Mustard Pull at the Lindsay-Parsons
Biodiversity Preserve in West Danby. Co-sponsored by the Finger Lakes
Native Plant Society.

Saturday, May 13, 10:00 am: Garlic Mustard Pull at the Lindsay-Parsons
Biodiversity Preserve in West Danby. Co-sponsored by the Finger Lakes
Native Plant Society.

PLEASE SEE ENCLOSED INSERT FOR DETAILS ON OUR 2006 TALKS
AND TREKS SERIES!!

See our web site for maps and photos of the preserves.

WALKS GO RAIN, SUN OR SNOW. PLEASE BRING SNACKS AND WATER,
AND WEAR STURDY SHOES. CALL THE LAND TRUST AT 607-275-9487 
FOR DETAILS.

Finger Lakes Land Trust
202 E. Court Street
Ithaca, New York 14850

Finger Lakes Land Trust

Officers:
Jim Kersting, President
Brad Edmondson, Vice President
Ann Weiland, Secretary
Nancy Robbins, Treasurer

Board Members:
Katherine Borgella Don Rakow
Jim Fralick Tom Reimers
Nick Gavrielides John Rogers
Bob Growe Stephanie Sechler
Barbara Hamlin Scott Winkelman
Albert Joerger

Advisory Council:
James Byrnes Ted Hullar
Thomas Eisner Suzanne Lee
John Fitzpatrick Robert Mrazek
Howard Hartnett David Zorn

Staff:
Andrew Zepp, Executive Director
Raul Aguirre, Land Protection Specialist
Abbey Chernela, Office Manager
Betsy Darlington, Director of Preserve

Stewardship
Karen Edelstein, CE Stewardship

Coordinator, and GIS Specialist
Emily Eisman, Outreach and Membership

Coordinator
Betsy Landre, Senior Field Representative
Mark Whitmore, Stewardship Ecologist

Newsletter Editors:
Eben McLane
Krishna Ramanujan

Newsletter Layout:
West Hill Graphics, Inc.

Advisors:
Legal Counsel: Elizabeth Bixler; Susan
Brock; Dan Hoffman; Randy Marcus,
Miller Mayer, LLP; Peter Miller; Richard
Ruswick
Forestry Consultant: Michael DeMunn 
Founding President: A. Carl Leopold

Western Lakes Chapter:
Jim Kersting, Chair 585-367-2301

Eastern Lakes Chapter:
Kris Scholl, Chair 315-497-3066

Keuka Chapter:
Debbie Koop, Contact 315-595-2523

Finger Lakes Land Trust
202 E. Court Street

Ithaca, New York 14850
Ph: 607-275-9487  •  Fax: 607-275-0037

email: info@fllt.org  •  www.fllt.org

Western Lakes Office 
120 North Main Street, Suite 40

Canandaigua, NY 14424
Ph: 585-394-4189


