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Land Trust 
Partners with 
the Town of 
Geneva to 
Conserve 
Kashong Glen

When a well-known property on the west side of Seneca Lake 
went on the market last year, the Land Trust acted quickly 

to secure a contract to purchase the 74-acre parcel for conservation. 
This property features the heart of a favorite natural area known as “Kashong 

Glen”—a classic Finger Lakes gorge located in both Geneva, Ontario County, and 
Benton, Yates County. continued on page 2
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Land Trust Partners with the Town of Geneva to Conserve Kashong Glen 
continued from cover

Across the region, we’ve 
partnered with municipal, 
county, state, and federal 

agencies to expand parks and 
conservation lands, making nature 
more accessible to residents and 
visitors alike.

Thanks to a strong partnership 
with the Town of Geneva and 
funding from both the public 
and private sectors, the heart 
of Kashong Glen is now secure, 
and the enjoyment of this special 
natural area by future generations 
is ensured.  

To address the growing threats 
to water quality, including harmful 
algal blooms, we’ve undertaken 
more watershed restoration 
projects. These rely on public 
funding and agency expertise, 
along with the critical support 
of watershed associations and 
intermunicipal watershed councils.

At our nature preserves, 
partnerships with non-profit and 
community organizations play an 
important role in developing and 
maintaining hiking trails, parking 
areas, and other public access 

improvements.
Thank you to all our partners 

for helping us achieve our goals, 
ensuring the lands and waters of 
our region continue to inspire us all 
today and into the future.

Andrew Zepp
President
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Partners dedicate the Sims-Jennings Preserve at Cayuga Cliffs in 2024.

As the Land Trust celebrates the major milestone of 35,000 acres conserved, it 
is important to recognize the instrumental role that our partners have played 
in making this possible.

Featuring more than 5,500 feet of frontage along 
Kashong Creek, this property is important for maintaining 
water quality in nearby Seneca Lake. The parcel also 
features several scenic waterfalls and provides habitat for a 
variety of wildlife.

The Town of Geneva readily agreed to partner with the 
Land Trust and committed to own and steward the land 
as an addition to its nearby Kashong Conservation Area. 
Both partners worked together to establish this 84-acre 
conservation area in 2008, with land that was donated by 
Polly Spedding. The Town owns the land and maintains 
a network of hiking trails, while the Land Trust holds and 
monitors a deed restriction that ensures the land will not be 
developed.

“When I learned this property was for sale, I immediately 

contacted the Land Trust with a plea: ‘We have to obtain 
this property and save it from development,’” said Geneva 
Town Supervisor Mark Venuti. “True to form, the Land Trust 
came through.”  

New York State provided 85% of funding for 
this project through a grant from the Water Quality 
Improvement Project (WQIP) program. The Land Trust 
has established a fundraising goal of $75,000 to cover 
a portion of the remaining costs, which will be matched 
by the Town of Geneva. If you would like to contribute 
to this project, please contact the Land Trust’s Director 
of Development, Cherise Tolbert, at (607) 275-9487 or 
cherisetolbert@fllt.org.

CH
RI

S 
RA

Y



WINTER 2025-26 • 3

Conservation Easements Protect 
Family Land in the Keuka Lake 
Watershed

Landowners  
Sandy Yahner and 

Jim Povero
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The property, which is off of Winding Stair Road, has 
been in the family for more than a century. Yolanda’s 
great-grandparents, Robert and Melinda Wheeler, 

acquired the original parcel in 1911. Two generations later, 
her father, Wilbur Wheeler, became the sole owner and 
moved his family there after retiring from the military. The 
family grew grapes on the property for many years, and 
when viticulture was no longer profitable, they shifted to 
hay production.

The property was transferred to Wilbur’s five children 
in the early 2000s. Today, three of the siblings—Yolanda, 
Dolores Wheeler, and Valerie Stern—own portions of the 
family’s original land. Yolanda also owns several neighboring 
properties she purchased in the intervening years.

In late 2025, Yolanda and Dolores finalized an 
agreement to donate conservation easements to the Land 
Trust on their portions of the property, covering a total of 
283 acres. A conservation easement is a legal agreement 
between a landowner and an organization, such as the Land 
Trust, that limits or prohibits development on a property in 
perpetuity while maintaining private ownership.

In addition to a significant amount of agricultural land, 

the property has steep hillsides that create a gorge on its 
eastern border, with Loughline Creek running through the 
ravine on its way to Keuka Lake. There is also substantial 
forestland, particularly on the west side of Winding Stair 
Road, that includes a portion of the Finger Lakes Trail. Part 
of Yolanda’s property also hosts the Triad Trail, which is a 
part of the Twisted Branch 100-kilometer ultra-marathon.

Dolores is the only Wheeler descendant living on the 
property, so she has been serving as de facto land steward 
and caretaker. She lives in the family farmhouse, raises 
cattle and chickens on the property, continues to produce 
hay, and has restored several historic barns to their former 
glory.

Although Yolanda lives in Atlanta now, she and her 
children and grandchildren—the sixth generation to spend 
time on the property—still return to visit the place she calls 
her “emotional home.”

“My father said, ‘They’re never going to make more 
land.’ And that always stuck with me,” said Yolanda. “My 
goal was to make sure the land had proper stewardship. It’s 
such a precious resource and needs to be protected.”

—Jeff Tonole

When she was 11 years old, Yolanda Adrean moved with her family from Washington, DC 
to the family farm outside of Hammondsport in Steuben County. The varied landscape of 
farmland, forest, and streams provided a haven for Yolanda and her four siblings to explore 
and enjoy. “It was the best place to grow up,” said Yolanda.
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The Land Trust recently purchased 108 acres off 
Card Road in Dryden, Tompkins County. The mostly 
wooded property borders Yellow Barn State Forest 
and is in close proximity to Hammond Hill State Forest 

and the Roy H. Park Preserve. With the protection of this 
parcel, the organization has reached a major milestone of 
35,000 acres conserved across the Finger Lakes region.

The Land Trust intends 
to transfer the parcel to 
New York State as an 
addition to Yellow Barn State 
Forest, a popular location 
for hiking, cross-country 
skiing, and other activities. 
Partnerships with the state 
are a key component of 
the organization’s efforts 
to expand public access 
to outdoor recreational 
opportunities while 
safeguarding water quality 
and wildlife habitat. 

In addition to woodlands, 
the property contains a 
large pond and seasonal 
tributaries of Six Mile Creek, 
the source of drinking 
water for the city of Ithaca. 
It is also an important 
landscape connection piece 
in the Emerald Necklace, a 
proposed greenbelt linking 
50,000 acres of existing 
conservation land in an arc 
around Ithaca, from the 
Finger Lakes National Forest 

in the west to the Hammond Hill State Forest in the east. 
Together, these lands host 78 miles of the Finger Lakes 

Trail, two National Audubon Society-designated Important 
Bird Areas, numerous Finger Lakes Land Trust Preserves and 
conservation easements, several state forests and parks, 
and dozens of Tompkins County-designated Unique Natural 
Areas. The Emerald Necklace is also recognized as a priority 

project within New York 
State’s Open Space Plan.

The property was 
purchased from the adult 
children of Peter Van Soest, 
Professor Emeritus of Animal 
Science at Cornell University, 
who passed away in 2021. 
“Our father bought the 
‘Hilltop’ land with friends 
in the early 1970s,” said 
John Van Soest. “It was their 
getaway for picnics and 
family swims. Eventually, 
he was the last owner. He 
wrote books there and held 
retreats with his students; it 
was a special place for him.”

Funding for the project 
came from the Land 
Trust’s Opportunity Fund, 
a dedicated account 
created by the organization 
to make time-sensitive 
acquisitions possible. Funds 
are ultimately replenished 
either through fundraising or 
the sale of land to a public 
conservation agency.

Forest Acquisition Adds to Ithaca’s  
Emerald Necklace
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Land Trust Opens Waldershare  
Acres Nature Preserve on Keuka 
Lake’s Bluff Point

The property was purchased in 2024 
after the organization launched a 
new initiative to conserve lands in 

this area that are significant for their 
ecological value and scenic beauty.

The preserve can now be accessed 
from a parking area on East Bluff Drive 
and is open year-round from dawn 
to dusk for low-impact recreational 
activities such as walking, hiking, 
and nature observation. Two short 
intersecting loop trails totaling 
0.6 miles weave through a mature 
hardwood forest that hosts migratory 
and resident songbirds and plays 

a vital role in stabilizing soils and 
minimizing nutrient loading into Keuka 
Lake.

Waldershare Acres was acquired 
from local resident Joan Winters. 
This land was named by her parents, 
Margaret A. Winters and Robert A. 
Winters, in a nod to her grandfather, 
who was a historian and language 
classicist. Waldershare in Old English 
roughly translates to “district of the 
forest dwellers.”

The Land Trust is so appreciative 
of everyone who helped make this 
preserve possible for all to enjoy. 

Leadership gifts were contributed 
by Dave and Brenda Rickey, Karen 
Meriwether and Thomas Snow, and 
two anonymous donors.

“We are grateful for the 
community support that made 
Waldershare Acres possible,” said 
Land Trust President Andrew Zepp.  
“It is our hope that this project will 
lead to the protection of additional 
lands on Bluff Point.”

More information, including a  
map and directions, can be found at 
fllt.org/waldershare.
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In early October, Land Trust staff were joined by friends and supporters to 
celebrate the opening of the new Waldershare Acres Nature Preserve on Keuka 
Lake’s Bluff Point in Jerusalem, Yates County.

                  Pictured from L to R: Land Steward Blake Enos, Development Associate Danaka             
           Olsen, Senior Land Steward Eric Mastroberti, Chair of the Board Karen Meriwether,  
      landowner Joan Winters, Nature Preserve Manager Jason Gorman, Director of Stewardship 
Chris Olney, and Conservation Projects Manager Amy Olney
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Thanks to the steadfast support of Land Trust members, 
partners, and supporters, the organization has achieved a major 
milestone of 35,000 acres protected across the region! In total, 

that includes 6 miles of lakeshore protected permanently, 55 miles 
of trails free to everyone, over 45 nature preserves, and 200 private 
properties conserved and retained on local tax rolls.

This big accomplishment means 35,000 small victories for 
conservation, and 35,000 big reasons to thank you all. Thank you!

Matching Gift Challenge 
Raises $100,000 for 
Conservation
THIS PAST FALL, a generous family initiated 
a $100,000 matching gift challenge to amplify 
the Finger Lakes Land Trust’s conservation 
efforts. The challenge was designed to inspire 
new members to join and encourage existing 
supporters to increase their contributions, with 
all new donations being matched dollar-for-
dollar.
     The challenge was a terrific success! 
Together, we raised an additional $100,000 
that will go to work right away protecting 
lands and waters across the region. We’re 
grateful to everyone who participated and 
to the family whose generosity made this 
possible. Thank you for your commitment to 
conservation in the Finger Lakes!
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35,000 Acres Conserved Forever!

Canandaigua 
Lake
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T he Land Trust recently planted 
575 native trees and shrubs on 
a recently acquired property in 
the Cayuga Lake watershed. 

The project took place in a former 
corn field bordering a tributary of 
Taughannock Creek and adjacent 
wetlands in Enfield, Tompkins 
County, on a conservation area that is 
managed for wildlife habitat.

The plantings will help reduce 
stormwater flows and erosion, while 
filtering pollutants—improving the 
water quality of Taughannock Creek, a 
tributary of Cayuga Lake. In addition, 
the newly planted trees and shrubs 
will provide habitat and act as a food 
source for various wildlife, including 
resident and migrant songbirds. 
Species planted include black 
cherry, shagbark hickory, sycamore, 
elderberry, and gray dogwood.

The planting was established on 
a 25-acre property that was recently 
purchased as an addition to the Land 
Trust’s Lower Nature 
Preserve. Located on 
Iradell Road, the preserve 
features wetlands, ponds, 
brushland, and forest 
that provide habitat for a 
diversity of wildlife species.  

Trees planted on a 
1.5-acre section of the 
preserve are intended to 
provide forested habitat 
while the shrubs planted 
on a 2.4-acre section are 
designed to diversify open meadow. 
The plantings are protected from 
herbivory with tree tubes and have a 
biodegradable mat around their base 
to hold back competing vegetation. 
Land Trust staff will monitor the site 

at the beginning and end of each 
growing season for survival and 
maintenance needs.

This is the 
organization’s fifth 
restoration project 
involving the creation of 
stream buffers within the 
Cayuga Lake watershed. 
Over the past five years, 
the organization has 
worked with partners to 
plant more than 10,000 
trees and shrubs across the 
region.

Funding for the 
project was provided by The Nature 
Conservancy and the New York 
State Department of Environmental 
Conservation.

LAND TRUST PLANTS 
Over 500 Native 
Trees and Shrubs 
I N  T H E  C AY U G A 
LAKE WATERSHED
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Trees planted on a 
1.5-acre section of the 
preserve are intended 
to provide forested 
habitat while the 
shrubs planted on a 
2.4-acre section are 
designed to diversify 

open meadow. 
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The 11 Glacial Finger 
Lakes That FLLT 

Protects
FROM

Michael M. Pliss

John Abel
FROM

Natasha Burglechner

Joe and Karen Bernal
FROM

Rebecca Gleim

Wendell Berry
FROM

Valorie Rockney

Beth and Lynn
FROM

David Lubin

Dave Birchenough
FROM

Mary Knepper and 
Susan Mark

Douglass Blanding
FROM

Joan Blanding

Barbara and Dick 
Block
FROM

Bill Block

Anne Brous
FROM

Ramsey Brous and 
Melissa Burress

Percy Browning's  
90th Birthday

FROM
Elizabeth B. Riley
Russell and Tui 

Browning
Keith and Pamela 

Browning
Peter Browning

Patti and Jules 
Burgevin

FROM
Peter Burgevin and 
Margo Alexander

Cian Chambliss
FROM

Allan Chambliss

Betsy and Dick 
Darlington

FROM
Jean Darlington and 
Eduardo Marchena

Lois Darlington-Rossi 
and Alfredo Rossi
David Marchena

Alphonse Pieper and 
Betsy Shrier

The Darlington Family
FROM

Sally Perreten

Michael Decatur
FROM

Tracey Miller

Jillian DeSimone
FROM

The DeLorenzi Family

Margaret Donahue
FROM

Gaylinn Greenwood

Philip Edgerton
FROM

Bill and Valerie Yust

Dan and Betsy Elswit
FROM

Kate Elswit
Sharon Elswit

Tom Gerow
FROM

Adrienne Wooster

Bill Goodman
FROM

Tracy Schleyer

Jack Hale
FROM

Joseph and Karen 
Indovina

Thomas E. Hamlin
FROM

Daniel Hamlin

Emily Holmes
FROM

Patrick McKeon

Carol Hopkins
FROM

Stephen Kendall

Bob Howarth and 
Roxanne Marino

FROM
Jackie Gerow

Marnie Johnson
FROM

Adam McKaig

Aldo Leopold 
FROM

Jean and Betty Rowley

Rick Lightbody and 
Carol Johnson

FROM
Anonymous

Michael Linse 
FROM

Michele M. Linse

Michele M. Linse
FROM

Michael Linse

Edward Littlehales
FROM

Susan P. Littlehales

The Maltzan Family
FROM

Joseph Gucwa

Marc Mason
FROM

Susan and Chris 
Pondish

Joan Rogerson
Priscilla Rogerson and 

Alice Kendall

Jim Miller
FROM

Alexis Miller

Don Montague
FROM

Zachary Montague

Diane Morton and  
Ken Kemphues

FROM
David Morton

The Palisades Along 
the Chemung River on 

Route 352
FROM

Gary Strong

Gary and Melanie 
Popick
FROM

Dan Popick

Sue Robinson and 
Martha Fischer

FROM
Katherine Scalise

Nancy L. Robinson

The Scholl, Sichelstiel, 
and Othus families

FROM
Lynn and Kurt 

Sichelstiel

Andrew Siefert
FROM

Karen Goodale

Elsa and Peter 
Soderberg

FROM
Anonymous (8)

David Spier
FROM

Aurora Parks
Justine Parks

Susan Suarez
FROM

Colin Brumsted

Jan and Sue Suwinski
FROM

Judy Sobczak

Dick and Barbara 
Taylor
FROM

Susan Morrison

Genevieve “Gay” 
Thompson

FROM
Hugh and Barbara 

Chenoweth

Christine Uliassi
FROM

Kate Woods

Fred Van Sickle
FROM

Monica Lewis

Jennifer Warning
FROM

John and Robin Moss 
Hinchcliff

Dr. Joseph Wasileski
FROM

John Wasileski

Barbara Whitney
FROM

Robert Whitney

Susan Willemsen
FROM

Cynthia Kane

Scott and Mary Ellen 
Winkelman

FROM
Amy K. Pollinger 

Anne and Ken Wolkin
FROM

Bryan and Kathy Fick

Karen Yax
FROM

Anonymous 

Our appreciation for gifts in honor of
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LEAVE A LASTING 

IMPACT
PROTECT OUR FINGER 
LAKES FOREVER
You can help the lands and waters 

of the Finger Lakes region remain 
resilient through planned giving. 
A planned gift allows you to give 
assets to the Land Trust through 
your will or long-term plans. Visit  
f l lt .org/plannedgiving  or cal l 
(607) 275-9487 to learn more. 

Our deepest gratitude for thoughtful gifts in memory of
Noel F. Austin

FROM
Amy Roxin

Mark Barnum
FROM

Lisa Koch

Robert M. Beck
FROM

Gwen Beck
Ted Schiele
Roger Beck 

Betsy, Chipper,  
and Russell

FROM
Janice DeFonda

Joseph R. Bish 
FROM

Joseph J. Bish
Jolane Ricardo

Susan Black
FROM

Anonymous

Gurdon Brewster
FROM

Martha K. Brewster

Gary Brownell
FROM

Marsha and Norman 
Ashbarry

Nancy and Corwin 
Brumley

FROM
Kip and Sally Keller

Lawrence Campanelli
FROM

Amy Campanelli

Katherine Ann 
Chambers

FROM
Rick and Mary Jane 

Kornbau

Charles Conklin
FROM

Joan M. Winters

Jeannette Decker
FROM

Stephen W. Decker

Cynthia "Dee" 
DeFelice

FROM
Dr. Ralph DeFelice

Dr. David Duggan
FROM

Anonymous (2)
Ann and Robert 

Botash
Tommy Brown
Cynthia Carr
Tina Chee

Susan Coenen
Tim and Margie 

Creamer

Department of 
Medicine Medical 
Service Group at 

SUNY-HSC
Kim Dubansky

Abigail Duggan
Richard and Deborah 

Gardner
Joe and Marie Grasso

Karen Heitzman
Harold Husovsky and 

Susan Stred
Erica Krause
Peter Lotto

John and Peggy 
Manring

James and Julie 
Moore

Ken Kemphues and 
Diane Morton

Kathleen Schwarz
Louis Snitkoff

William and Carol 
Stokes-Cawley
John Tooker

Upstate Orthopedics, 
LLP

John Watt
Karen Williams

Lewis H. Durland IV
FROM

Chris Jolluck

Christian M. 
Duttweiler

FROM
Michael and Linda 

Duttweiler

William “Bill” Eggers 
FROM

Milli Arakawa
Kate Asbeck

Jessica Campbell
Christine and 

Frederick Collins
Alan and Lynnette 

Eusden
Isaac Figueras

Chris Flynn
Phil and Jessica 

Greenberg
John and Bonnie 

Hood
Eugene and Christine 

Lozner
Rosa Luciano-Julbe

Lee and Staffan 
Lundback

Judith Lynch
Kelly and Kenny 

Makosch
Ryan Pettinella
Ellen Poleshuck

Thomas and Betty 
Richards

Nathan and Susan 
Robfogel

Wade and Joscelyne 
Sarkis

Bob and Gayle Stiles
Charles and Kristin 

Swain
Samuel and Mimi 

Tilton
Erin Tobin

Tom Tranter

 

Clare Fewtrell
FROM

Rodman Getchell and 
Janice Plante

Howard and Maxine 
Fullagar
FROM

Ann Fullagar and 
Carol Wolfer

Florence Grey
FROM

Sandie Doran

Agnes and Al 
Gruenauer

FROM
Lois Gruenauer

William Jackson Hall
FROM

Bryan Hall

George Hamlin
FROM

Richard M. Morse 
Conservation Club

Joseph J. and 
Dorothy M. Harkins

FROM
Brian and Maureen 

Harkins

Susan Simpson 
Hartwell

FROM
Sandra Hartwell

continued on page 10
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The Hawkins Family
FROM

Jo Ellen Rollins

Lance J. Heidig
FROM

Terry Belanger

Joe Hennigan
FROM

Joanna Daly
Patrick and Catherine 

O'Connor

Tom Hildebrant
FROM

Tom and Maureen 
Welch

Thomas and Mae 
Howitt
FROM

Tom Howitt

Karen Hynson
FROM

Martha and George 
B. Day

Michael Kamarck
FROM

Debbie Kamarck

Carola and Tay Keller
FROM

Kip and Sally Keller

John Michael 
Kennedy

FROM
Peter and Ann Howley

Stephen Kenney
FROM

Marianne Begemann

Jim Kersting
FROM

Gerald and Betsy 
Archibald

Stephen Lewandowski
Henry and Patricia 

Maus

Margaret King
FROM

Susan and Lewis 
Gilbert II

Kathryn Kinsella
FROM

Anonymous

James E. Lawrence
FROM

The Hawkes Family

Carl Leopold
FROM

Arnie Schwartz

Susan Marash
FROM

Kenn Marash and 
Holley Russell

Walter McAllester
FROM

Brad McAllester

Bill McAvoy
FROM

Paul Alciati

Caroline McCartney
FROM

John Shanks

James McKeown
FROM

Gregory and Danielle 
McKeown

Gregory A. Merkel
FROM

Lana G. Merkel

Richard W. Milczarski
FROM

Ericka Milczarski

Daniel Iandoli Miner
FROM

Cynthia Bray and 
John Golay

Cami and Mark Dalton
David Evelyn and 
Jennifer Weinraub
Gretchen Gaida 

Michaels and Bruce 
Bierbaum

Elizabeth Kreitinger 
and Wade Simmons

Todd Miner and Mary 
Elizabeth Iandoli
Shirley T. Saffy

Christopher and Diana 
Sinton

Deb and Jim Wright

Michael J. Nappi
FROM

Angela Nappi

Hermann Neumeier
FROM

Amie Reisinger

Gustav Niebuhr
FROM

Wendy and John 
Kopley

Nancy O'Brien
FROM

Andy Boehm and 
Connie O'Brien

Emily Butler
Marlaine Darfler
Jude Hoffman
Carolyn Lange
Janet McCue

Thomas Parrott
Renie Petrovic
Hannah Potts

Diane Virzi

Andrew McKenna 
Odlum
FROM

Michael and Pamela 
Odlum

Bill O'Hanlon
FROM

Richard and Sandra 
McGavern 

Richard M. Morse 
Conservation Club

Joan and Edward 
Ormondroyd

FROM
Janet McCue

Kevin Parker
FROM

Anonymous
Deborah Bower
Liudvikas Bukys

Shujie Chen
Shari Grissom

Marybeth Grove
Jeffrey Halik

Kelly and Kenny 
Makosch

Joan Polmenteer 
Powell

Jannick Rolland-
Thompson
Kim Schaff

William J. and Patricia 
J. Schirmer
Marisa Tassi
Helen Titus

Dr. Roger Payne
FROM

Eduardo E. Iñigo Elias

Sigrid Prentice
FROM

Jill Austin

Dr. Gabor R. Racz
FROM

Prosperity Bank 

Agnes Ray
FROM

Bob Busch

Susan Riley
FROM

Thomas Riley

Lynn C. Scott
FROM

Donna Scott

Gordie Shayler
FROM

Anonymous

Kenzie Siau
FROM

Christina Siau

Spencer Silverstein
FROM

Arthur Kaufman and 
Ricky Barton

Alexander G. Skutt
FROM

Carol Bushberg Real 
Estate, LLC

John T Smarsh
FROM

L. Szanc

William M. Smereka
FROM

Paul and Ellen 
Grebinger

Ora Smith and Laura 
Lee Smith

FROM
Sarah Jane and  

John Burton

Dr. Scott Stewart III
FROM

Jim Kolberg

Abby L. Stone
FROM

Karen Shockey

Frieda Stopyro
FROM

Jeanne Stopyro

Karin Strand
FROM

Bill Coppard

Jeri D. Ulrich
FROM

David Bliss

Barbara S. Wayman
FROM

Alice Ploss

Elizabeth Weilenman
FROM

Elizabeth Donovan

Betty Weisse
FROM

Sue Jones

Walter Westfall
FROM

Camille Carbonaro
Marjory Shriver

The Westfall-Martin 
Family 

John and Mary Ellen 
Westlake

FROM
Susan and Tom Steere

Anne Brewer Williams
FROM

Robert Williams

Carl Zabel
FROM

The Zabel-Hoffmann-
Webber Family

*This list reflects  
gifts received as of 
January 13, 2026.

Our deepest gratitude for thoughtful gifts in memory of
continued from page 9
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A CLOSER LOOK

The bedrock formed as a result of the slow 
accumulation of sediments in a shallow inland sea 
some 400 to 355 million years ago. The subsequent 

burial, to depths that may have exceeded 10,000 feet, 
turned the soft sediment into rock (known as lithification). 
Tectonic forces deep in the Earth over millions of years 
uplifted and warped these rocks. The uplift caused 
progressive erosion of the rock surface to a point where 

it generally resembled today’s landscape but without 
the deep Finger Lake valleys. At least 10 and possibly 
20 continental-scale glaciations over the last ~ 2.5 
million years deeply eroded the preexisting river valleys 
oriented generally parallel to the north-to-south ice-flow 
direction. Stream valleys not coincident with the ice flow 
were bypassed and often packed with glacially-derived 
sediment.

The glacial erosion created steep valley sides with 
uplands on either side that can rise up to 1,000 feet above 
the adjacent lake surface. The tributary streams entering 
the lakes start high above the lakes, resulting in rapid 
erosion of the tributary valleys, producing steep gorges. 
As the erosion downcut into the underlying bedrock, the 
streams encounter intermixed layers of rock that differ 
dramatically in their resistance to erosion. For example, 
lithification of muds produces finely bedded shale; sands 
produce sandstone; and lime muds (similar to what might 
be found in the reefs around Bermuda and the Florida 
Keys) produce limestones. The fine bedding of the 
shales produces a very weak rock that is easily eroded. 
In contrast, sandstones and limestones tend to be very 
resistant to erosion. 

This contrast in rock strength, combined with the 
large vertical drop of the tributary streams, is what causes 
waterfalls and riffles to form in the streams and gorges, 
because the weaker shale erodes much more quickly than 
sandstones or limestones. In cases where a particularly 
thick and strong rock layer sits above a thick and weak 
rock layer, dramatic falls can be produced.  

A wonderful example of this is Tinker Falls in 
southeastern Onondaga County. The strong, resistant rock 
that forms the lip of the falls is the Tully Limestone, which 
sits above the Moscow shale. The Moscow shale is very 
susceptible to stream erosion in addition to wet-drying 
and frost-freeze erosion. The combination of the thick, 
strong limestone over the thick and very weak shale has 
produced the beautiful overhanging falls.

Tinker Falls is roughly four miles east of Tully, NY, 
where the Tully Limestone was originally described and 
named in 1838. Since that time, the limestone has been 
found to outcrop (be exposed at the Earth’s surface) as 
far east as the Chenango River and west to the eastern 
side of Canandaigua Lake. The limestone is thickest in the 
outcrop near Tinker Falls at around 30 feet and thins out 
and changes character at its western and eastern extent.  

The sedimentary rocks in Central New York all tilt down 
(dip) gently to the south, such that they outcrop to the 
north but dive below the Earth’s surface further south. 
Given this dip direction and the topography of the lake 
valleys, the Tully Limestone outcrops along the eastern 
side of Canandaigua Lake, along the west and east sides 
of both Seneca and Cayuga lakes (but drops to or below 
lake level toward the southern end), and wraps around the 
west, south, and east sides of Owasco, Skaneateles, and 
Otisco lakes.

This outcrop pattern results in some beautiful scenery! 
Wherever there is a tributary stream on slopes crossing 
the limestone, a waterfall results. The Tully Limestone 
is responsible for Carpenter Falls on the west side of 
Skaneateles Lake; falls in the lower section of Fillmore 
Glen State Park in Moravia on the east side of the 
Owasco Inlet valley; the undercut Ludlowville Falls on 
Salmon Creek and the falls at the Cayuga Shores Wildlife 
Management Area on the eastern side of Cayuga Lake; 
the lower falls at Taughannock State Park (visible from 
Highway 89); and the Seneca Mills Falls on the Keuka 
Outlet trail between Keuka and Seneca lakes. This is in 
addition to a multitude of smaller, and typically unnamed, 
falls across the region where small streams cross the 
outcrop.  

Winter is a great time to experience the dramatic 
landscapes of the Finger Lakes region and the ice-draped 
waterfalls that are 400 million years in the making.  

—George Thomas

Anatomy of a Waterfall: Tully Limestone  
The dramatic landscapes, gorges, and waterfalls of the Finger Lakes region 
resulted from a combination of two different geologic factors–the underlying 
bedrock and the much more recent glaciations.
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Our 37th  
Annual Meeting 
will be held on Saturday, June 13, 2026,  
at Ganondagan State Historic Site
7000 County Road 41, Victor, NY 14564

Details to come in the next issue of The Land 
Steward. For information on upcoming events, 
visit fllt.org/events.

SAVE THE DATE!


