
T hank you to everyone who 
contributed to this monumental 
and collective effort to protect 
land and water permanently. 

Together we have completed the 
“Finger Lakes Forever” campaign 
successfully.

During the campaign, the Finger 
Lakes Land Trust advanced 79 
conservation projects, resulting in 
the protection of 5,937 acres of land, 
33.5 miles of streambank, and 14,124 

feet of lakeshore. 
The Land Trust opened nature 

preserves in the Canandaigua, 
Keuka, Seneca, Cayuga, Owasco, 
Skaneateles, and Otisco lake 
watersheds and along the 
Susquehanna and Chemung 
rivers. The preserves provide new 
opportunities for outdoor recreation 
and ecological education for our 
communities, secure critical wildlife 
habitat, and protect water quality. 

Conservation easements on 
private lands were used strategically 
across the region to protect our 
drinking water, preserve the scenic 
character of our communities, 
and secure our best farmland. 
These projects were completed in 
partnership with landowners who care 
deeply about the future of their land. 

Staff, volunteers, and organizational 
partners planted trees, created vernal 
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The Finger Lakes Land Trust is thrilled to announce that 
thousands of individual donors and dozens of organizational 
partners have helped us raise over $22,400,000 for 
conservation in our beautiful region! This incredible result 
demonstrates a deep commitment to conservation, one that is 
inspiring us to work even harder to save critical lands and waters. 

Finger Lakes Forever 
CAMPAIGN SUCCESS

continued on page 3
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Each of these sites and more benefited from Finger Lakes 
Forever—our successful capital campaign to support 
the conservation of our cherished lands and waters. 

The campaign allowed the Land Trust to accelerate its land 
protection efforts, strengthen its land stewardship program, 
and complete restoration projects that will enhance both 
water quality and wildlife habitat.  

And there is more to come—funds raised through the 
campaign will support the protection of many more sites 
and we look forward to reporting on our progress in future 
editions of The Land Steward.

We are grateful for your generous support. Your 
contributions are creating a legacy of conserved landscapes 

that will provide our children and grandchildren with clean 
water, healthy foods, inspiring vistas, and the opportunity to 
connect with nature close to home.  

Thank you, thank you, thank you!

Andrew Zepp
Executive Director

Great Hill, on the 
eastern shore of 

Canandaigua Lake

IT IS QUITE A LIST: Bare Hill, Bear Swamp, Bell Station, Big Gully, Canandaigua Vista, 
Cayuga Cliffs, Cayuga Inlet, Chemung River, Connecticut Hill, Fall Creek, Great Hill, Grout 
Brook, High Vista, Otisco Shores, Owasco Bluffs, Owasco Inlet, Owego Creek, Queen 
Catharine Marsh, Reynolds Gully, Seneca Shoreline, Six Mile Creek, Staghorn Cliffs, 
Summerland Farm, and Tuffs Island.
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Sparkling lakes, rugged gorges, and stunning waterfalls 
are often cited as the most cherished natural features 
of the Finger Lakes region, and rightfully so. These 
dramatic landscapes are revered for their scenic 

value, recreational opportunities, and ecological benefits. 
But further to the north, the wide-open agricultural spaces 
between the lakes also play an important role.

It’s here in Yates County that the Land Trust permanently 
protected 421 acres of farmland at Christiansen Farms, in the 
towns of Benton and Torrey, utilizing the Farmland Protection 
Implementation Grants Program (FPIG) administered by the 
New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets. FPIG 
funds were used to purchase three agricultural conservation 
easements protecting five non-contiguous farm parcels.

Christiansen Farms is a third-generation, NOFA-NY-
certified organic dairy and crop farm. In addition to raising 
dairy cows, the Christiansen family grows soft red wheat and 
soft white wheat which they sell to Wegmans Food Markets 
for their artisan bakery products. The farm has grown this 

partnership over the years and now devotes a large portion 
of its land to producing high-quality, locally-grown wheat 
specifically for this agreement.

The farm is approximately two miles northeast of 
Penn Yan and within commuting distance of several other 
Finger Lakes communities, and is thus subject to increased 
development pressure. The conservation easements will limit 
residential development to designated farmstead zones on 
the property.

The Christiansen Farm is the seventh Yates County farm 
protected by the Land Trust through the FPIG program. 
Ownership of the operation is currently transitioning from 
Guy Christiansen to his sons Tim and Ryan. Presently, they 
are farmer-owners in the Upstate Niagara Cooperative, 
where they ship their milk. 

“Every day there is ever-increasing development 
pressure,” said Tim Christiansen. “It’s very important that we 
keep land in agricultural production so people know where 
their food comes from. Without farmland, there is no food.”
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pools, repaired and buffered streams, 
and expanded grasslands to further 
benefit water quality and wildlife 
habitat. We remain committed to 
restoring and stewarding our lands. 

And campaign dollars were 
invested in our Stewardship Fund 
so we can ensure our promise of 
forever. The Land Trust has already 
hit major milestones including 5 miles 
of lakeshore saved and 53 miles of 
trails open to the public, and intends 
to surpass 30,000 acres conserved 

this year. This amazing achievement 
presents a huge challenge for the 
future, one where staff will need to 
work together with volunteers and 
partners to care for protected lands. 
Building the Stewardship Fund will 
help the Land Trust continue saving 
lands and waters with confidence 
that it has the resources needed to 
protect them forever.

“Although there is far more work 
to be done, we know that with your 
continued support, we will be able to 

increase the pace of our work,” said 
Executive Director Andy Zepp. “We 
couldn’t be more grateful!”

Please take a moment to celebrate 
this wonderful achievement, one that 
benefits everyone who lives or visits 
the Finger Lakes. 

Learn more about the success  
of the campaign, including a  
map, videos, conservation projects 
information, and more, at  
fllt.org/forever.

Finger Lakes Forever Campaign Success
continued from cover

Third-Generation Farm in Yates County 
Conserved Forever
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Farm with Sweeping Views of Owasco Lake 
Protected in Cayuga County
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The farm is owned by Barbara Post and her five 
siblings—Roger, Marilyn, Ken, Nancy, and Linda. The 
property was originally purchased by their grandfather 

and has been in the Post family for more than a century. 
Both their grandfather and father farmed the 
land, primarily raising Angus beef cattle and 
a variety of crops.

Ken farmed the property with his father 
for 10 years and continued on his own for 
an additional two decades, while at the 
same time working his own farm. While Ken 
continues to farm his own land, he stopped 
work on the Post farm several years ago, 
and like many farms in recent years, the next 
generation has chosen not to sustain the 
family’s agricultural operations.

As a result, the siblings are planning to 
sell the property. However, they wanted 
to ensure the land was protected from 
development before any sale took place. “It would be sad 
to see this farm turned into a suburban development,” said 
Barbara.

The property is less than a mile west of Owasco Lake, 
and it has expansive views of the lake and surrounding area, 
including the Land Trust’s Owasco Bluffs Nature Preserve 
on the opposite shore. A stream winds its way along the 
southern and eastern borders of the property, emptying 

into the lake just 4,000 feet downstream. The Post farm 
sits in close proximity to other protected lands, including 
several farms with conservation easements held by the New 
York Agricultural Land Trust.

Because the farmhouse and 
outbuildings will remain in the Post family, 
the conservation easement includes a 
five-acre residential use zone that allows 
a single dwelling to be built. There are 
also two forest management zones, 
primarily associated with the wooded area 
surrounding the stream. As an additional 
water-quality buffer, five acres of agricultural 
land will be taken out of production and 
added to the forest management areas. 
A restoration planting of native trees and 
shrubs is planned for this area.

The six Post siblings are thankful for the 
opportunity to protect their longtime family 

farm from development in perpetuity. “It’s the best thing we 
can do,” said Barbara.

—Jeff Tonole

The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges Attorney Virginia F. 
Calvert, Esq. of Melvin & Calvert Law Firm PC in Syracuse, 
NY, for providing pro bono legal services in support of this 
project.

The Land Trust recently received the donation of a conservation easement on 160 
acres of farmland in the town of Scipio, Cayuga County that will help limit residential 
development in the area and protect water quality in Owasco Lake.

A conservation easement 
is a permanent legal 
agreement between 
a landowner and an 

organization, such as the 
Land Trust, that limits or 
prohibits development 

on a property while 
maintaining private 

ownership.



Six Mile Creek 
WATERSHED LANDS 
P R O T E C T E D
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A fter purchasing the initial 32 acres, the Harrisons 
built a house on the property and set to work. They 
put in a pond, as well as perennial and vegetable 
gardens. Nine years ago, they purchased additional 

adjacent acreage, growing their property to 51 acres. 
That addition connects to the Thomas Road Wetlands, a 
Tompkins County Unique Natural Area, and includes 1,300 
feet of wetland frontage in the headwaters of Six Mile 
Creek.

“I’ve been an environmental scientist and activist all 
my life,” said Ellen. And her passion for land protection is 
evident. [As a landowner], “you are a temporary steward,” 
she noted. She believes that land use decisions should be 
forward-thinking and take into account what we want the 
land to look like 100 years from now. Knowing this, it’s not 
surprising that Ellen has been a member of the Finger Lakes 
Land Trust “forever” (and her late husband joined her in this 
support).

Ellen considers herself fortunate to be able to place an 
easement on her property in a way that ensures it will retain 
its environmental value and still be a “phenomenal place 
to live.” The easement includes an 18-acre environmental 
protection zone (EPZ), with the strongest easement 

designation that exists. The EPZ protects the wetland, 
providing critical protection for Six Mile Creek, a drinking 
water source for the city of Ithaca.

There is also a designated forestry management zone 
for sustainable timber harvest, an agricultural zone, and a 
5-acre residential zone. The forest management zone allows 
for the conservation and management of stands of mature 
hardwoods and hemlocks. 

The property is visited by many bird species including 
the American Woodcock, several species of warblers, and 
Great Blue and Green herons. Spotted salamanders and 
many other amphibians also inhabit the property. Perhaps 
the most unique wildlife sighting happened when Ellen 
witnessed a mink eating a garter snake, so close to her that 
she could hear the mink chewing.

This conservation easement adds to the Land Trust’s 
accomplishments within the Six Mile Creek watershed, a 
priority area for the organization. The Harrison easement 
is close to three other easements with similar conservation 
and water quality values, all of which add collective benefits 
for humans and wildlife. “I travel a lot and when I get home, 
I realize there’s no place as nice as this,” Ellen said.

—Alli Sribarra

The way that Ellen Harrison describes the 
first time she and her late husband, Rick, 
walked the property that they eventually 
purchased sounds magical. There were the 
croaks of wood frogs coming from one of the 
property’s vernal ponds, birds chirping, and 
the overwhelming presence of spring beauty. 
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Though modest in size, the acquisition is significant 
in terms of impact due to its location. Permanent 
protection prevents development of a sensitive 

area and adds to a growing network of conservation 
lands that encompass more than 5,000 acres of 
woodlands, fields, and wetlands.  

Conserved lands in this area include the sprawling 
Honeoye Inlet Wildlife Management Area, Harriet 
Hollister Spencer Recreation Area, the Cumming 
Nature Center, and the Land Trust’s Wesley Hill Nature 
Preserve.  Black bear and bobcat roam these woods 
and the high ridgelines provide a scenic backdrop 
to wetlands that host Wood Ducks, herons, and the 
occasional river otter.

The purchase was made possible by the Land Trust’s 
Opportunity Fund—an internal revolving loan fund 
that is utilized for time-sensitive acquisitions and then 
replenished either through fundraising or sale of the 
land to a public conservation agency.

This will be the Land Trust’s fourth addition to 
Honeoye Inlet Wildlife Management Area. During 
the coming year, the organization intends to expand 
outreach to landowners in this area to complement 
these acquisitions with conservation easements that 
will secure adjacent lands which will remain in private 
ownership.

Land Purchase Buffers Wetlands & 
Biological Field Station
At the request of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, the Land Trust 
moved quickly to purchase three wooded acres bordering extensive state-owned wetlands at 
the south end of Honeoye Lake. The parcel provides a buffer to the adjacent Muller Field Station, 
an educational facility owned and managed by Finger Lakes Community College.

The south end of 
Honeoye Lake
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Fifty years later, Robert and Helaine’s four children are 
making sure that their parents’ wildlife habitat remains 
protected from development in perpetuity by donating 
a conservation easement on the land. A conservation 

easement is a legal agreement between a landowner 
and an organization, such as the Land Trust, that limits or 
prohibits development on a property while maintaining 
private ownership.

“We really wanted to honor our parents by protecting 
the land that they spent so much of their lives caring for,” 
said daughter Tami Renner, who owns the property along 
with her brother Reid and sisters Tara and Debra.

The Renner siblings are keenly aware of the significant 
development pressure on the west side of Skaneateles Lake 
as housing developments swallow up an increasing amount 
of former agricultural land. This reality served as another 
motivating factor to protect the land with an easement.

The Wren’s Nest, as the Renners call the property (an 
ornithological play on their last name), features successional 
brushland and a young forest dominated by birch, which 
not only provide habitat for a diversity of birds and wildlife, 
but also serve as erosion protection on the slopes that 
lead down to the lake. In addition, the property is in close 
proximity to Brook Farm, which is also protected by a Land 
Trust conservation easement. The connection between the 

protected properties provides a critical corridor for wildlife. 
A public boat launch managed by the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation also borders 
the Wren’s Nest property.

The conservation easement prohibits subdivision of the 
property and apportions it into two zones: a seven-acre 
agricultural use zone that allows for farming and includes 
a century-old barn, and 16 acres of wildlife habitat which 
includes nearly 80 feet of undeveloped lakeshore. This last 
area was particularly important to the Renner siblings, who 
were insistent that a significant portion of the property be 
left in its current state.

Robert and Helaine both passed away within the last 
decade, and none of their four children currently live on 
the property, so they are currently considering a sale of 
the Wren’s Nest. But they all agreed that a conservation 
easement was an important prerequisite, ensuring that 
the land will remain wild and undeveloped—just as their 
parents wanted.                                                 —Jeff Tonole

The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges Attorney Virginia F. 
Calvert, Esq. of Melvin & Calvert Law Firm PC in Syracuse, 
NY, for providing pro bono legal services in support of this 
project.

Conservation Easement Protects 
“Wren’s Nest” on Skaneateles Lake
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In 1973, Robert and Helaine Renner bought a house on several acres of land along the western shore 
of Skaneateles Lake, surrounded in part by a neighboring farm. When their neighbor retired from 
farming a few years later, they purchased his property, which consisted of more than 23 acres of 
agricultural and forest land. As licensed wildlife rehabilitators, the Renners made it a point to keep 
the property wild and undeveloped.



You helped us make a difference this year! Thanks to your tremendous support, we have conserved 
over 29,000 acres, ensuring scenic vistas, local foods, clean water, and wild places for everyone.
We are very grateful for gifts of all sizes and use them wisely to protect land and water across the region. In particular,  
we wish to acknowledge everyone who generously gave $100 or more in 2022.* Please accept our heartfelt thanks!

Land, Conservation Easement, and Real Estate Donations  The Estate of 
Margaret Bald • Robert G. Good • Mike and Ruby Casa • Robert M. Kriss 
Revocable Trust • Barbara, Ken, Marilyn, Nancy, and Roger Post and Linda 
VanBuskirk • Karen and Chet Seibert      $250,000+  Anonymous (3) • Estate 
of Margaret J. Bald      $100,000+  Anonymous (3) • David and Amy Allyn • 
The Hullar Foundation • Daniel Konowalow and Marcy Rosenkrantz • Land 
Trust Alliance Northeast • Tompkins County      $20,000-99,999  Anonymous 
(3) • Tom Babcock • Joel D. and Jeanne Baines • Percy Edwards Browning 
Foundation • James and Terry Byrnes • Roger and Diane Cass • The Cayuga 
Foundation • William Eggers and Deborah McLean • Finger Lakes Trail 
Conference • Marty and Cathy Gardner • Roger and Ruth Hopkins • John 
and Josephine Ingle • The Hannah Fund • The Nature Conservancy • New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation • Park Foundation 
Inc. • Norma Platt • Robert F. Schumann Foundation • Marty Taylor and 
Josie Yunis • Town of Ithaca • Fred and Susan Van Sickle      $10,000-19,999  
Anonymous (4) • Susan C. Aiello and Larry Aiello, Jr. • Allie and Mark Allyn 
• Barbara Chase • John and Louisa Cohlan • Community Foundation of 
Tompkins County • Malcolm C. Damuth Foundation • Ed and Robin Dubovi 
• Melvin and Mildred Eggers Family Charitable Foundation • Dan Fisher and 
Lori Ruhlman • Edward and Verna Gerbic Family Foundation • Holland and 
Patience Gregg • Thomas Kather and Penelope Wickham • The Marilyn 
Lichtman Foundation • David and Patricia Maule • Eben McLane • Stephen 
and Linda Pope • Posel Foundation • Dave and Brenda Rickey • The Jack P. 
Schleifer Foundation • Mary and Charlie Scott • Thomas Snow and Karen 
Meriwether • James Terwilliger and Ellen Coyne • Peggy Walbridge      $5000-
9999  Anonymous (2) • adMixt • John Alexander • Britta Anderson • Harry 
Ash and Rebecca Clark • Gary Brouse • Tom Butler and Stephanie Behler • 
Cayuga Bird Club • Cayuga Lake Conservation Association, Inc. • Brian 
Chabot and Kathleen Rasmussen • Corning Incorporated Foundation • Peter 
J. Davies and Linda DeNoyer • Sid Devorsetz • Perry Dimmick and Lindsay 
D. Ruth • Brad Edmondson and Tania Werbizky • Martha Ferger • David 
Fernandez and Elizabeth Lawson • Mark R. and Catherine A. Foerster • 
Leslie and Douglas Gilstrap • Robert G. Good • Elizabeth P. Gordon • Mark 
Gould • David Graham and Joan Thomsen • Doug and Kip Hargrave • The 
Hilliard Foundation • Jamie R. and Maisie Houghton • Dan Karig and Joane 
Molenock • Dr. Kathryn Karpinski • Jim and Sara Kersting • Keuka Properties/
Yunis Realty • Bill and Carol Klepack • Betty A. Lewis University 
Environmental Charitable Trust • Lloyd Lill • Chuck Tauck and Frances Littin 
• Hadley Lundback • John P. and Elizabeth Y. McKinnell • James R. Miller 
and Chrissie Schelhas Miller • Gerald Morsello and Elaine Rees • Sean and 
Laura O’Keefe • Kevin and Jean Parker • Chase Raines • Meg and Glenn 
Reed • REI Rochester • Wade and Joscelyne Sarkis • Charles P. and Nancy 
C. Scholes • Peggy Streeter • The Judy and Erik von Bucher Advised Fund at 
the Rochester Area Community Foundation • Charles and Jane Walcott • Bill 
and Jennifer Warning • Carolyn and Charles Whitfield • Paul and Lori 
Whitstock • Amy Yunis      $1000-4999  Anonymous (4) • Auto Wash • John 
and Marilyn Abbott • Barry Adams • Lee and Yolanda Adrean • Ben Alt • 
Cort Anastasio • Barbara Andersen and Andrew Clark • Roland and Tacie 
Anderson • Max Pensky and Katherine Anderson • Lynden A. and Shivaun 
D. Archer • Ben Arthur • Neil and Maggie Atkins • Marilyn N. Baader • 
Roger and Whitney Bagnall • Dawn Bahar-Goellner • Philip Bailey • 
Stephen A. Bakke • Irv Beimler and Georgia Stormes • Larry and Annette 
Bell • Paul Feeny and Mary Berens • Mary M. Berk • Dave Birchenough and 
Carrie Lazarus • Bill and Ann Bishop • Thomas Bjorkman and Ann Raffetto 
• Paul Black • Adam and Kelly Boyko • Brendan and Mary Brady • Robert 
Brashear and Jan Pople • The Honorable Phillip Bredesen and Ms. Andrea 
Conte • Jeff and Sandy Bricker • Nancy Briggs • Marjory Brooks • Gordon 
Brott • Douglas Brush • Larry and Laura Buffam • Richard Buttny • Timothy 
M. and Luci Callaghan • Canandaigua National Bank • Catherine Caneau • 
Ted and Susan Carman • Brett and Lisa Carson • Edith Cassel • Cayuga Trails 
Club • Jim Chamberlain and Karen Dyson • Mark Chao and Miyoko Chu • 
Michael Charnoky • J.A. Chisholm • Thomas Bersani and Joan Christy • 
David Ciarletta • Charles and Nancy Cladel • Lisa Colacurcio •  

William and Martha Cole • Maureen Coleman and Jacob Waldbauer • 
Christine Collins • Joseph and Katherine Compagni • John and Karen Confer 
• Scott Conking and Tom Wall • Cornell University • John Coughlin • 
Covanta Energy LLC • Douglas Cramer • Tim and Margie Creamer • Jonathan 
Culler and Cynthia Chase • Bruce and Leslie Cutler • Beth and Matthew 
Dann • Betsy and Dick Darlington • Julie Daum • Theresa Daum • Caryn 
Davies • Derek and Rebecca Davis • Barb Neal and Sarah Davis • Holbrook 
R. and Sarah M. Davis Foundation, Inc. • Robert J. Dean and Barbara Claas 
• William and Barbara Dean • Bob and Terry Dewitt • Blake and Tanya 
Dillon • David DiRaddo • Samuel Donovan and Carol Green • Gary and 
Linda Dower • Jeff and Jane Doyle • Clover M. Drinkwater • David Duggan 
and Lynn Cleary • Robert Mains and Amy Durland • Earthshare of New York 
• Kim Edwards • Maria Eisner • Donald Brian Elitzer • Sally and Tim Eller • 
Alayne Evans • George Ewing, Jr. • Mary and Michael Faber • Kevin and 
Catherine Fager • Mark Fairchild and Lisa Reniff • Michael J. Falcone • 
Sherman and Anne Farnham • Cornelia Farnum and Jack Booker • Tracy 
Farrell and Ronald Chapman • Fields Pond Foundation • Finger Lakes 
Visitors Connection • John and Molly Fitzpatrick • James Flaws and Marcia 
Weber • Donna Fleming and Frederik Kaufman • Florae Collaborative • The 
Elster Forbes Foundation • John C. Ford • Steven Ford and Patricia Lynn-Ford 
• David Foster and Kathleen Jacques • John Fox • James and Ellen Fralick • 
Maria Gaige • Ron and Rose Ann Gay • Phillip Gioia and Catherine Willsey 
• Carla Golden • Michael S. and Rita Gow • Bradley and Mary Grainger • 
The Greene-Milstein Family Foundation • Randy and Meg Green • Phil 
Greenberg • David Guadagnino and Mary Beauchamp • Lorraine J. Gudas 
• Tim Hamlin • Barbara R. Hamlin • Chase Hannon • Rebecca Hansen • 
Happy Earth Tea • Mary S. Harris • Maureen Hier • L. Bruce Higgins • John 
and Robin M. Hinchcliff • Michael and Kathleen Hoar • Roald and Eva 
Hoffmann • William and Mary Jane Holmes • Robert Horn, Jr. and Joan 
Horn • Kenneth and Barbara Horowitz • Rob and Claire Howard • Helen T. 
Howland Foundation • Reed Huegerich • Martha Hueter • Isabel Hull • 
Kenneth Hyde and Nellie Ramsden • Mark Jauquet and Mickie Sanders-
Jauquet • Michael and Debbie Kamarck • Karen Kamfjord • Kevin and 
Leann Kanda • Fredric and Marsha Kardon • Pat Keefe • Rosalind Kenworthy 
• David and Sherill Ketchum • Robert Kibbee and Janet McCue • Elizabeth 
Kirchner • Marilyn Kirsche • Nancy Kleinrock • Kurt Jirka and Barbara A. 
Knuth • Carl W. Kohls • Phil Koons and Kathy Earnest-Koons • Michael 
Kotlikoff and Carolyn McDaniel • Steve Kress and Elissa Wolfson • Judy 
Krieger • Chip Block and Leanna Landsmann • James Lassoie and Ruth 
Sherman • Laura W. Lee • Paul and Kathleen Leone • Lynn Leopold • 
Jennifer Loucks • Jack and Janet Lowe • Carol MacNeil • Kenny and Kelly 
Makosch • The Makowski Trust • Robert and Emily Marchenese • Peter and 
Beth Marks • John and Candace Marsellus • David and Linda Marsh • John 
Marshall and Cindy Callahan • Ed Marx and Sherry Nichols • Rick Marx and 
Alan Grethel • Martha Mayo • Peter McCracken and Jennifer Germann • 
Amy McCune • Douglas and Nancy McDowell • Douglas and Barbara 
McIlroy • Robert Cole and Marie McKee • Paul and Jennifer McKinnell • 
Miller Mayer, LLP • James and Julie Moore • Laurel Moranz and John 
MacAllister • James Morin and Myra Shulman • David Muir • Sally 
Napolitano • Nancy Neal • Robert and Sally Neumann • New Energy 
Works of Rochester, Inc. • Beth Newell • Valerie Newell • Richard and 
Alexandra Nicklas • Usdansky-Niebuhr Charitable Fund • Deborah 
O’Connor and Peter Lepage • The Edward and Helen Oppenheimer 
Foundation • Mary Ann Oyer • Barbara Page • Paper Alternative Solutions, 
Inc. • Mike Ward and Paula Peter • Robert and Penelope Peterson • Beth 
Plocharczyk and Geoffrey Callander • Richard Plympton • Bill and Sandy 
Podulka • Sue Poelvoorde and Don Murray • Lloyd Powell • Dave and 
Claudia Radin • Andrew and Nancy Ramage • Dennis and Elizabeth Regan 
• Richard C. Reichman and Lisa Demeter Reichman • Martha Reps • Joan 
Riccardi and David Morton • Nancy Robbins • Buzz and Gretchen Roberts 
• Kim Rothman and Jenn Alford • Jean and Betty Rowley • Rebecca Ruggles 
• Linda P. Runyon • David and Susan Ruppert • Greg and Betsy Russell • 
Linda and Larry Sampson • Nancy Sands • Gretchen R. Schauss •  
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Kris Scholl and Brooke Oropallo • Leslie and Bonnie Schweizer • Stuart and 
Lucy Schweizer • Sigi Schwinge • Donna Scott • Stephanie A. Sechler • 
Douglas and Darcy Sedgwick • Erron Silverstein and Maria Montgomery • 
Gregory and Amanda Slisz • William Spalding • Peter and Betty Stahlbrodt 
• Jack P. and Patty Starke • Robert Stathis • Laura Stenzler and Karel A. Schat 
• Kyra Stephanoff • John Parker and Tracy Stokol • Lucille A. and William F. 
Straub • Nick Salvatore and Ann Sullivan • Douglas B. Sutherland and 
Nancy Kramer • Jan and Susan Suwinski • Charles and Kristin Swain • Peter 
and Lisa Sykes • David Takacs • Robert Dobbs and Marie Terlizzi • William 
Thompson • Bruce and Katie Thompson • Ed and Liz Thorndike • Joan E. 
Thornton • Samuel and Mimi Tilton • Kevin and Sharon Todd • Paul and 
Glenda Torrence • Charles and Nancy Trautmann • Al and Karen Tricomi • 
Mary Jane Uttech • George D. Van Arsdale and Elizabeth Osta • Judy Varney 
• Velmex, Inc. • John and Jean Vincent • Vitreus Foundation • Mark Voigt • 
Jacob and Grace Vorreuter • Larry and Nadine Walker • James and Diane 
Walsh • Cory Ward • Ann Ward • John Wasileski • Wendell Weeks and Kim 
Frock • Marc Weinberg • David A. Weinstein and Christina Stark • Patty 
Weisse and George Thomas • Gillett and Paddy Welles • Jo Werner • John 
Wertis • Peter White and Mary Socci • Nick Whitmer • Donald D. Wilson • 
Dwight W. Winkelman Foundation • Christopher Wirth • Mark and Karen 
Wood • Linda Woodard • Robert Woodhouse • Stephen and Janet Wyckoff 
• Stephen and Amy Yale-Loehr • Marianne and J.D. Young • Bill and Valerie 
Yust • Andrew and Rocio Zepp      $500-999  Anonymous (2) • Adirondack 
Mountain Club-Onondaga Chapter • Diane C. and Jerry Albrecht • Richard 
Allen and Anke Wessels • Dana Allison • Appalachian Energy, Inc. • Donald 
and Roberta Ayling • Charles and Kathy Babcock • Bill Banaszewski and 
Michele Howland • Grace Bates • Leslie Bayer • Roger Beck • Susan H. 
Benlevi • Brian and Kim Bennett • James and Betty Bird • Martha Blair • 
Jennifer Blewett • Margot Bliven and Richard Rosenberg • Thomas and 
Barbara Blumer • Boeing Company Matching Gifts c/o Cybergrants • John 
and Diana Bome • Lenore Boris • Borotek, Inc. • Louise Buck • James 
Burger • Janis R. Butler • Anne Carlin • Stephen and Sherie Carroll • Jay W. 
and Julie Carter • Cayuga Lake National Bank • Hugh and Barbara 
Chenoweth • Margaret Coleman • Jeff Collins • Constellation Brands • 
Committee to Elect Brad Sellers • Charlotte Cook • Bobby and Susan Creed 
• Dick and Claire Damaske • Douglas P. and Martha Daniels • Bill and 
Sarah Demo • Alan Dolmatch • Michael and Linda Duttweiler • Linda M. 
Dworaczyk and Charles R. Wochele, Jr. • Forrest and Sara Earl • Linda 
Eberly • Barbara Egtvedt • Michael and Harriet Eisman • Stephen and 
Natalia Emlen • Peter and Melissa Enns • James C. Ermer and Christine 
Gabos • Alan and Lynnette Eusden • Clare Fewtrell • Robert and Sandra 
Finn • Frances and James Fisher • Paul and Carrie Floreck • Robert Frank 
and Ellen McCollister • Albert F. Freihofer • Genworth Foundation • David 
and Sharon Gerber • Laurie Goldsmith-Heitner and Saul Heitner • Karen 
and David M. Gorgonzola • Joe and Marie Grasso • Jane E. Graves • Allen 
Grieco and Anne Waterman • Erin Guild and Andy Schaefer • John and Kim 
Haines-Eitzen • James Hamlin • Mary and Robert Hanno • Jim and Betta 
Hedlund • Frank and Jeannie Henderson • Benjamin Hoffman • Dr. and 
Mrs. William E. Hornbuckle • William and Betty House • Carolyn Jacobs • 
Larry R. Jensen • James Kaffenbarger • Tim and Virginia Kasser • Kip and 
Sally Keller • Bruce and Linda Kenan • Connie Kintner • Bruce and Jen 
Klein • Gary Kochersberger • Leo Tohill and Irene Komor • Patricia and Jeff 
Lallas • Daniel Lane and Emily Sullivan • Donald Lein • Anthony J. and 
Norma Leone, Jr. • Martha Armstrong and Lois Levitan • Brandon and Anna-
Marie Lewis • Elizabeth D. Liddy • Ryan and Kara Lombardi • Jim Long and 
Nancy Reid • Susanne T. Lorbeer • Paul Houston and Barbara Lynch • 
Daniel and Kirsten Mahar • Edward and Patricia Martin • James Maxwell • 
Charles and Victoria McClure • Kevin McCormick and Catherine Cantwell • 
Mary Ellen McDonald • Bob McGuire and Judy Keil • Bruce and Eleanor 
McLear • Michael Mercier • James Miller • Barbara Miller Fox • Ralph and 
Sarah Miozzi • Virginia Mistry • Martin Moll • Dr. and Mrs. Walter Morgan 
• Richard M. Morse Conservation Club, LLC • Jamil Mroueh and Sareena 
Fazili • Donald M. Muller • John Nelson • Catherine Nelson • Renée 
Newton and Kells Elmquist • Jason and Kristina Nickerson • Mary Beth 
Norton • Frederik Osborne • Marjory A. Pappianne • Michael J. and Carol 
Parker • Joel and Debra Pasternack • Edward Pearsall • David Piacquad and 
Nina Elo-Piacquad • Robert and Mabelle Pizzutiello • Daniel and Diane 
Pluff • Dan Popick • Radian • Michael Rappaport • Red Newt Racing LLC 
• Beverly Anne Reed • Patrick and Anne Reilly • John and Judith Reppy • 
Anthony Ricci • Thomas and Susan Riley • Dr. Susan Rosenthal • Tim Ross 
• Mike Russell • Mark and Nancy Sadecki • Lisa Saether •Roger  
Sagerman and Abigail Mack • Carl and O.J. Sahler • Catherine Sankey • 

Stevan and Mary Sayre • Kenneth Schmitt and Dorothy Rizzo • Sam and 
Carol Shama • Schottland Chosen Spot LLC • John and Bonnie Sirianni • 
Richard and Judy Sphon • Barbara and Vincent Starr • Lauren and Julia Stiles 
• Bob and Gayle Stiles • David and Martha Swift • Irene Szabo • Nicole and 
Dave Tedeyan • T.G. Miller P.C. • Margaret Thompson • Genevieve 
Thompson • James and Deborah Tifft • Jeff Tonole • Paul and Mary Torrisi • 
Mary A. Tracy • David and Lucia Tyler • Robert Vanderlan • Thomas 
VanDerzee and Jane Bender VanDerzee • Maurice and Janet Vaughan • 
Christopher and Beverly Way • Elizabeth G. Weisse • Walter S. Westfall • 
David and Heather Wheat • Scott Wilkerson • P.J. and Karen Winkelman • 
Winnakee Land Trust • Mark and Alicia Wittink • Sara Wong • Rich Yarmel 
• Michael Yates • Lori Yelensky • Joseph Yingling • Kate and Steve Zannoni      
$250-499  Judith Abrams • Andy Ackerman and Ann Fridland • Ferris Akel 
III • Marc Album • Jon Allen • Lynn Andersen • Robert Anderson • Chip and 
Wendy Aquadro • Angela Arbach • Gloria Baciewicz • Kevin Bain and 
Margie O’Jea • Pierce Baker III and Jennifer Haack • Jesse Bank • Don 
Barber and Rita Rosenberg-Barber • Frederick Barken • J. Robert Barlow • 
Bruce and Rebecca Barney • Stephen Barresi • Richard Barrett and Anne 
Zimmer • Ernie and Carol Bayles • Avery S. Beer • Gary and Fran Bergstrom 
• Sandra Bierbrauer • Billsboro Winery • Clarence Blewett • Sharon Bois • 
Wayne and Denise Borgeest • David and Amy Bowen • Dennis and Mary 
Anne Brady • Mike Braell • Robert and Marcia Brancato • Barbara Branch 
• David Breit and Maria Aslani-Breit • Anthony and Janice Bretscher • 
Richard S. Briggs • Paul and Maggie Bringewatt • Joel and Susan Brock • 
Maryanne Buckley • Jules and Patti Burgevin • John and Midge Burns • 
Carol Bushberg Real Estate, LLC • Jill and Brian Cadogan • Marcia Campbell 
• Scott and Mary Case • David and Linda Caughey • Tom and Lisa Cavataio 
• David Cedarbaum • Johanna Chao • Chemung Canal Trust Company • 
James Cheng • Debra Christein • Lisa and Brian Christopher • Terence 
Chrzan and Susann Brown • Alfred and Patricia Clark, Jr. • Christian Clough 
• Paul Coen • Stephen and Deborah Conroy • Laurie J. Cottrell • Edwin A. 
Cowen • Gregory Craig • Lawrence Creatura • David Curtin • Joel Daggar 
• Hank and Betsy Dalrymple • Janet and John Damaske • Paul and Mary 
Dangler • Jean Darlington and Eduardo Marchena • Marlene Dattilo • 
Cheryl Davis • James DeKay • Charles Dewald • Dawn DeWitt Talbot • 
Jennifer DiRenzo • Thomas Divers • A. Patrick Doyle and Elizabeth Downes 
• Karin Driscoll • Michele V. Dryer • Richard Dubois • Wendy Dunster • 
Guy H. and Nancy P. Easter • Anna and Theodore Endreny • Chris and 
Elaine Engst • John Eppolito • Robert Ernst • David Evelyn and Jennifer 
Weinraub • Bill and Nancy Feinstein • Frank and Maura Fetsko • Achilles 
and Candy Filios • Finger Lakes Fire and Casualty Co. • Thomas and 
Elizabeth Fisher-York • Mary Foster White • Duncan and Jane Frame • 
Lindsay France Simanis and Erik Simanis • Nancy and David Frick • William 
and Barbara Fry • Robert and Louise Ganley • Joan and Ronald Geck • 
Bonnie and John Geraghty • Alvin Schuster and Gladys Gifford • Carl Ginet 
and Sally McConnell-Ginet • John and Melanie Gorman • Robert Gosse • 
Wayne S. Gottlieb and Susan Suarez • Christopher Grace • Greenstar 
Cooperative Market • Sandra E. Greene • James and Emily Gregg • Michael 
R. and Karen R. Grimm • Bryan Hall • Mary Hallock • George and Mary 
Hamlin • John Oakley and Margaret M. Hammond • Ronald and Rebecca 
Harris-Warrick • Susan S. Hartwell • James Hassett • Mary Hawkins • 
Richard and Linda Hawks, Jr. • Louise Hayes • Louis and Sue Heavenrich • 
Stuart Heppell • Murray and Sarah Hestley • Sandy Hill • George and 
Carolyn Hiza • Eric Hobday • John and Lorraine Hoffman • David Holmberg 
and Kathryn March • Richard D. Hubbell • Margot Hughes • Christopher 
Husson • Inflection Point Agency • Ithaca Cayuga Optical Service • David 
Jacobs • Georg and Lucia Jander • Charles and Barbara Jermy • Barbara A. 
and Steve Johnson • David Jones • William Keeton • Sakshi Keeton • Bruce 
and Anne Kennedy • Gretchen and Jay Keyes • Ted Kinder • Trudie Kirshner 
• William and Nancy Kline • Elizabeth and Paul Koenig • James and Kimball 
Kraus • David and Gloria Kreh • Jeff Roberts and Carol Krumhansl • 
Raymond and Donna Kurlak • Steven and Sheila Kyle • Doug and Gigi 
Lamb • Larry Lanpher • Donald and Deborah Lauper • Douglass Lee • 
Marvin and Annette Lee Foundation Inc. • Carolyn Legg • Neesa and Steven 
Levine • Stephen Lewandowski • Norman and Susan Lindenmuth • Harriet 
London • Howard and Harriet London • Douglas and Kathleen Long • Brita 
Lorentzen • Dr. C. Vivian Lorenzo and Mr. Marek Przezdziecki • Chris Lowe 
and Sarah Marcham • Lee and Staffan Lundback • Andrea Lynch • Jeffrey 
Maciejewski • Robert and Elizabeth Madden • Ann Mallozzi • Michael 
Mancini • Justin Marchuska • Randy and Terry Marcus • Sherie Marek • 
Mary Knepper and Susan Mark • Marks Engineering, PC • Patchen Markell 
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• Marilou Masters • Shirley McAneny • William McCleary and Maxine Long 
• Peter and Scobie McClelland • Barbara McCutcheon • Kathleen 
McDonough • Edward and Charlene McGraw • Phil and Mary Lu McPheron 
• Nancy Medsker • Alan Midura and Spring Buck • Mary Miller and Gordon 
Sheret • James and Deborah Monaco • John and Janis Moses • Mark Muller 
• Kathleen A. and Peter W. Mye • Rick and Mayumi Naro • Rocco and 
Melissa Natale • Cory Steckler and Elizabeth Newbold • John and Julia 
Norris • Michael and Pamela Odlum • Charles O’Neil and Carolyn Legg • 
Annette Otis and Dan Gastin • Michelle Pellegrino • Douglas and Karen 
Pereira • Dwight and Ali Perry • Kim Persse • David Plante • The Plantsmen 
Nursery • Alice Ploss • Chantal Poister Tusher • Ellen Polimeni • Okke and 
Kathy Postma • Stephen Goggin and Kate Potteiger • Camille Potter • Ane 
Powers • Joel Rabinowitz and Dorothy Pomponio • Carrie Radivoyevitch • 
Brad Rauch • Paul Ray • Kathy Rayburn • David Rice and Suzanne Gervais 
• Thomas Richards • Cristne Riedel • Vernon Rippeon • Liz Ristow and Josh 
Massicot • River Road Animal Hospital PPLC • Carl Rizzi • Steven W. 
Rockey • Kelley and Michael J. Romano, D.D.S. • Linda and Nick Rossi • Ed 
and Louise E. Rossmann • Roberta and David Rubin • Sue and Steve Ruoff 
• Kristen Rupert and John Foote • Ronald and Suzanne Rybak • Laurent and 
Cathy Saloff-Coste • Helene Schember • William J. and Patricia J. Schirmer 
• Joan Schumaker • Tom and Martha Schwartz • Kerry Schwartz • Joseph 
Schwartzel • Peter Schweizer • Christopher and Theresa Shortz • Sally 
Sievers • Nick and Cyndi Signorelli • Simmonds, Brady and Loi • Carol U. 
Sisler • Charles R. Smith • Richard and Patricia Smith • John W. Smith and 
Polley McClure • Larry and Beverly Snively • Andy and Tara Snow • Philip 
Snyder and Patricia Paine • Patricia and Duncan Sparrell • David Spaulding 
• St. John’s Episcopal Church • St. Pauly Textile, Inc. • Stanley Law Offices 
• Raymond and Carol Stark • Mary Stazie and Paul Reinhardt • Paul Stearns 
and Sarah Gowin • Richard Stiggins and Nancy Bridgeford • David Stilwell 
• William and Carol Stokes-Cawley • David and Patricia Stone • Charlie 
Strohman and Sheila Stone • K and H Struck Lifetime Trust • Greg Subtelny 
• Anthony Suchman and Lynne Feldman • John and Natasha Suter • Jennifer 
Sutherland • John and Margie Sutton • Steve and Cheryl Swartout • Walter 
Swett • Regi Teasley and Judith Saul • Richard and Christine Thomas • 
Joseph and Margaret Thomas • Jacki Thompson and Fernando de Aragón • 
Andrea Thompson • John and Pamela Thompson • Jean M. and Roger 
Thompson • Nancy E. Tiedemann • Rachel Tigner • Nora Todd • Joyce Toher 
• Margaret Tourville • Deborah Trumbull • Ms. Jaime Tuozzolo • James and 
Salli Tuozzolo • Curtis and Amanda Ufford • Janet VanEtten • Thomas and 
Cheryl Vis • Kathy R. Vogel • Charlie and Susan Wallace • Carl L. and Kristy 
A. Weber • James and Margaret Webster • Irene Weiser • Carol Weissmann 
• Tom and Maureen Welch • Judith Wenzel • Paula White • Margaret White 
• Amy White and Kenneth Sobel • Lisa Wichman and Fouad Makki • 
Geoffrey and Virginia Wickwire • Marian Payson and Helen P. Wiley • 
Timothy and Betsy Williams • Ted Williams • Jim Wood • Elizabeth Wood • 
Jeffrey and Catherine Youle • Melissa and Thomas Zell • Alison Zepp • Ken 
and Jan Zeserson • Jian-Zhi Zhang      $100-249  Anonymous (4) • John Abel 
• Catharine Ackerson and Susan Illes • Brian Agness • Kathryn and Alejandro 
Aguilar • Patricia Albert • Barbara Allardice • Jay E. Allen • Christopher 
Allin • Hamilton Allport and Sherry Kadlec • Dorianne Almann • Michael 
Pinnisi and Paige Anderson • John M. Andersson • Nicholas and Elizabeth 
Andrews • David and Lori Angle • Jo Ansley Kendig • Douglas Antczak and 
Wendy Robertson • Gerald and Betsy Archibald • Mark Armbruster • 
Richard and Carolyn Armstrong • Arnold Printing Corporation • Kay P. 
Arnold • Steven Aroesty • Dean and Cynthia Arpag • Manny and Kelly 
Arroyo • Chris Asbury • Albert Ash • Alan Atkinson • Donald E. Babcock • 
Sandra Babcock • James Baer • Jase Baese • David Baildon • Dale Baker 
and Maureen Cowen • Linda Balducci • Dick and Nancy Baranello • Jillian 
Barnet • William E. Barnett • Edwin Barr • Dennis Barrett and Janet Barrett 
• Ronald Barrett • Marcia Barry • Dean and Sharon Bartholomew • Sandra 
A. Bartone • Nancy Battistella • Gabriel A. and Wendy P. Battisti III • Richard 
and Phyllis Beal • Ronald Beavers and Karen Lewis • Henry and Helga Beck 
• Robert Beck • Carolyn Beeman • Kelly Behan • Barney and Linda Beins • 
Gary and Vanessa Belcher • Barbara Belliveau • David W. Benn • Carol 
Benner • Rodney Bent • Gary Bercow • Stuart and Jean Berg • Dessa M. 
Bergen • Mary Berkelman • Annie and Scott Bickham • Carol Biesemeyer  
• Thomas J. and Lorena V. Billone • Meredith Williams and  
Gladys Birdsall • Thomas and Dolores Bishop • Todd and Tonya Bittner •  

Donald and Jane Blake • Douglass and Joan Blanding • Deborah Blazey-
Martin and Ross Martin • Helen Blohm • Daniel and Michelle Blondell • 
Dick and Pamela Bloss • Kenneth and Catherine Bobis • Cynthia F. and Scott 
Bobo • Orville A. Boden, Jr. • Brad Boersen • Sue Bonadonna • Robert and 
Carina Bone • Rick Bonney and Judy Burrill • Lee and Dianne Boorman • 
Amy Borglum • Kathi Borgmann • Greg Bostwick and Julia Bonney • 
Jennifer Bouck Solmi • Dennis and Carol Bowler • Ruth Bradley • Rosemary 
Brady • Teresa Braell • Frances Branham • Alan and Kristie Braun • Cynthia 
Bray and John Golay • Sara Breckenridge • Kevin and Vicki Brew • Lori and 
David Brewer • Leo and Kathleen Brideau • Eva Briggs • Kathy Briggs • 
Christopher Brodhead and Emily Hargrave Brodhead • Jane H. Bronson • 
Jane Brooks • Margaret Brooks • William C. Brothers • Christopher Brown 
• Marc Brown and Susan Taylor-Brown • Brian Brundage • Denise and 
Bradford Buchanan • Brad Buckman • Susan Buck-Morss • Hollis and James 
Budd • Anne Buehler • Susannah Buhrman-Deever • Ken and Rose Burdick 
• Mary Royer and Nelson Burdick • Mike and Liza Burger • Rachel Busch • 
Kathleen Button • Dean and Janice Butts • Philip and Kathleen Byrne • 
William and Ruth Cahn • John and Ellen Cain • Elaine Caldarone • Meghan 
Caldwell • Robert and Jane Calkins • Linda Callahan • Joe and Rita Calvo • 
Diana Campbell • Sharon Campbell and Nicholas Quarrier • Tom Canavan 
and Linda Spring • Kenneth Cannon • Brett Capshaw • Paul and Kathleen 
Carbonaro • Larry Carbone • Carl Durfee’s Store Inc. • Marvin and Patricia 
Carlson • Susan Carpenter • William and Mary Christine Carpenter • Sean 
Carter • Peter and Barbara Cassebeer • Larry and Mary Helen Cathles • 
Allan Chambliss • Gary Chapin • Wayne and Mary Chauncey • Cheney 
Compton Fam Cottage • Daniel Cholish • Linda and Chris Christensen • 
Penny Ciccone • Thomas and Linda Cimino • Wendy Cimmet • Gerald 
Ciotoli • AnnMarie and Paul J. Clark • Ted Clark • William Clay • Daniel 
Clement • Betsy Cleveland • Tom and Susan Close • Tom and Linda 
Clougherty • Bruce Coates • Virginia Cobey • Margaret and Calvin Coffey • 
Melissa Cohen • Paul and Linda Cohen • Phil Davis and Suzanne Cohen • 
Thomas Cole • Hilda Collins • Patricia Collins • Alan and Candace Collmer 
• Ellen Compton • Shirley Condella • Robert and Patricia Conley • Leslie 
Conway • Kay Cooke • Nancy Coon • Marilyn Coop • Robert and MaryDan 
Cooper • Ed and Caroline Cope • Peter Corey • David and Olivia Cornell • 
Cost Family, LLC • Barbara Cote • G. Walton and Jean Cottrell • John and 
Debra Covell • Ralph Cowdery • Hazel Cramer • Daniel Crane • Irv and 
Shirley Crane • Kenneth Crawford • Mardi and Martin Crawford • Deidre 
Crofton • Donald and Heidi Cross • Jeffrey Crouse • Robert and Rebecca 
Culbertson • Charles Culp • Norman and Olivia Culver • Mary-Lynn 
Cummings • Sam and Chris Curlew • Michael Curley • Nigel Dyson-
Hudson and Patricia Curran • Robert and Mary Curran • Jack and Joan 
Dailey • David Daly • Thomas Daly • George and Alice Damp • Eric and 
Leigh Dangler • Robert Dannecker • Susan Danskin • Frank Daspit and Nell 
Hennessey • Delita Daviston • Laurence Day • Stuart Dean • Paul and 
Annette DeCarolis • Ralph and Cynthia DeFelice • David F. Delchamps • 
Ashley Demorest • Kathleen Derico • Chris and Mike Deschamps • Megan 
Detor • Roy and Fran Dexheimer • Elizabeth Diaz • Katherine Dickin • Ira 
Rabois and Linda Dickinson • Louis DiMento • Sharon Dittman • Ronald 
and Sally Dixon • Judy Dobles • Carol Doell • Rich and Nancy Dolge • 
Jason and Lindsay Dombroskie • Candace Dominick • Virginia Dormer • 
Ruth Dorrough • Nancy and Rick Dorschel • Camille Doucet • Mike and 
Jan Douglass • David Dowler • Dorothy Drake • Laura Lee and Robert 
Driscoll • David and Nancy Drum • Thomas M. Duncan • Jill Dungey • 
Jane Dunham • Joyce and Gerald Dunn • Katherine D. Durant • Allen and 
Ellen Dusault • Philip Dvoretsky • Robert and Beverly Dyer • Nigel Dyson-
Hudson and Patricia Curran • David Dzielak • John and Esther Earle • Jan 
and Carol Eberhard • Marie Eckhardt • Larry Blume and Maralyn Edid • 
James Edwards and Elise A. Skalwold • Carey Eidel • Lisa Eisenberg • Wayne 
Elisens • Marjorie Ellenbogen • William Ellison • Russell and Frances Elwell 
• Jim and Mickey Ely • Gary and Dorothy Emmick • Patricia and Ronald 
Engebrecht • Jim Engel and Karen English • Adam and Tonya Engst • 
Lawrence Epstein • Nathan Esperon • Deborah Ettington and Thomas 
Burean • Mark Piechota and Pat Evans • Mitchel and Robin Evans • Sarah 
Evelyn and Alexander White • Lisa Everts • Gregory and Sally Ezra • Tom 
Fairhurst • Jennifer Fais • Laura Falk • Michael and Anne Marie Fallon • Erin 
Faulder • Karen Fausch and Sal Terillo • Nathan and Frances Fawcett • 
Charles Fay and Christine Sparfel • George F. Feissner • Gary Fellows and 
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Gwen Stockdale-Fellows • David and Mary Felten • Doug and Carol Fenton 
• Kim Ferrie • Richard Ferro • John and Roben Findlay • Finger Lakes 
Museum and Aquarium • Marcie Finlay • John Finnegan • Ryan Finnigan • 
Maryalice Fish • James Flanders • David and Alanna Fontanella • Margaret 
H. Forsyth • Foundation of the Jewish Federation of Gr. Roch. • ElizaBeth Fox 
• Thomas Fox • Jacqueline Frank • Linda Frank • Beverly French Taylor • 
Kevin Frick • Roger and Carolyn Friedlander • Robert and Tracey Fuller • D. 
Mark and Judith Fultz • Katherine Funk • Marianne Furfure • Deborah Fyler 
• Dr. Gacioch and Mrs. Gacioch • Nancy Gadziala and John Looney • Lucy 
Gagliardo • Sharon Galbraith • Glenn and Cassandra Galbreath • John and 
Barbara Gallagher • Bryan and Jennifer Gargano • Larry Garretson • Gavin 
Sacks and Amanda Garris • Maya Gasuk • Eric Gay and Nicole Marquis • 
Wolfgang and Amandy Geihe • Eileen Gerace • Rodman Getchell and 
Janice Plante • Pam Gibson • Kent Gilges • Curtis and Susan Gillette • Kelly 
and Edward Gilligan • Natasha Ginzburg • Mitchell and Anne Glass • Mary 
and Ken Gleason • Steven and Sarah Gleason • William T. and Marybeth 
Gleason • Steven Glidden • Ernest and Jayne Goetz • Vincent Golbeck • 
Daniel and Ann Gold • Joshua and Nicole Goldman • Mike and Janet 
Goldman • Nancy Golomb • Karen Goodale • W. Lindsay Goodloe • 
George Gordon, Jr. • Leo and Mary Lou Gordona • Kathryn Gouldie • 
Katherine Graham • Roger and Janet Gram • Garard and Francine Grannell 
• Judith Graper • Luanne B. Graulich • Paul and Ellen Grebinger • Peter and 
Pat Gregoire • Lynne Gregory • Kevin Griffith • Jackie Grimes • Teryl 
Gronwall • Marcus Gruber • John Guckenheimer and Meredith Kusch • 
Dorothy Gullotta • Christopher and Hazel Gunn • Colleen and Christophe 
Gyr • Haefele Design, Inc • Andrew Hagen • Laurie and Alan Hahl • 
Gabrial Hajde • Arthur Halbritter • Amber Hale • Jerry and Linda Haley • 
Melanie Hall • William Hall • Ben Haller • Christian and Helen Haller • 
Dale and Karen Hallings • Dan and Cassie Halton • John Hamel • Allie 
Hammack • Lauren Hannan Shafer • Joe and Jan Hansen • Patricia Hansen 
and Roger Hansen • Anthony Hanson • Becca Harber • CJ Hardy • Kate and 
Nicholas Hardy • Hargrave Family • Todd and Jenn Hargrave Van Dongen • 
Brian and Maureen Harkins • Martin and Rosemary Harms • Cynthia Harnett 
• Gordon Harper • Tom Harradine • Scott and Michelle Harris • Ben 
Harrison • John Hassett and Judith Crawford • Kitty Hatch • Lois and S.E. 
Hatch • Sarah Hatcher • Courtland Hathaway • Hawkes Family • Leslie 
Hayes and Norman Gross • Pat Keating and Bruce Hayes • Jim and Sue 
Hazlitt • Maurie Heins • Max Heitner • David P. Hempson • Sue Hemsath 
• Steve and Mary Hershey • David Hessler • Lynne E. Hewitt and Shashi S. 
Singh • Neil and Mary Hieber • Bridget Hier • Michael Hilbig • Julie and 
Peter Hill • Diane Hillmann • Deborah and Gary Hind • Roger and Suzanne 
Hinderliter • Peter and Anne Hobbs • Kathie Hodge • John and Kathleen 
Hoff • Dan Hoffman • James Holman and Dorothy Buerk • Emily Holmes • 
Louise Holmes • Homer Garden Club • Charles Honsberger • Robert and 
Jean Hood • Richard and Donna Hooker III • Gwendolyn Hopkins • John 
Horan and Diane Singer • Rod Howe • Anne and Richard Hoyt • Katya 
Hrichak • Amy Hughes • Karen Hultz and John M. Hultz • Thomas Hirasuna 
and Jean Hunter • Sally Huntington • Eric Huppert • Elizabeth Hurley • Ray 
Hutch • David and Ursula Hutton • Ken Hutton • Kenneth and Jeanne 
Hutton • Caroline and David Hyneman • Beverly Iachetta • Michele Iaia • 
Thomas and Gloria Ierardi • Anthony and Janet Ingraffea • Tom and Shirley 
Itin • Christopher and Martha Iversen • J and A Properties LLC • Michael R. 
and Cheryl A. Jackson • Christopher and Melissa Jacobs • Daniel Schwarz 
and Marcia Jacobson • Perry Jacobstein • Jean Jagendorf • Kathryn Jahn • 
Jay Janowsky and Joan Tardif • John and Susan Jaquette • Edwin R. and 
Margaret G. Jeffries • Lyle Jenks • Chris Johnson and Jean Shook • Greg 
Johnson • Mary and Thomas Johnson • Steven Johnson and Karena Strella • 
Tim and Anne Marie Johnson • Harry S. Jonas • Joye Jones • Lawrence Jones 
and Vera Versteeg • Steven Jones • Paul S. and Elizabeth R. Jordan • Nick 
and Kathryn Jospe • Robin and Joyce Jowaisas • Sandra and Gary Junge • 
Peter Kahn and Catherine Wagner • Donna and Andrew Kaiser • Lesley and 
Robert Karczewski • Jeff Katris • Amelia Kaufman • Arthur Kaufman and 
Rick Barton • Mary Jacqueline Keady • David and Elizabeth Kearney • 
Patricia Kehe • Sharon Kehoe • Barbara Kelliher-Ross • The Kelly Family • 
Melissa Kelly-McCabe • Mary M. Kelsey • Thomas and Joan Kennedy • 
Richard and Barbara Kent • Robert Dattola and Carolyn Kenyon • Maura and 
Matt Kinast • Catherine King • Sally King and Eric Lukingbeal • Leslie 
Kinsland • Terry Kirkpatrick • Carolyn Klass • Stephen and Terry Kline • 
Suzanne Klink • Charles Knauf • Richard Knaul • Kathren Kneer • Heinz and 
Judy Koch • Fritz Koehler • J. Gary Kohlenberg • Mary Lee Kokosa • Emily 
Kolego • Seth Kolkin • Dave and Dottie Kopp • Rick and Mary Jane Kornbau 
• Victoria F. Korth • David Kotok and Wahyu Dilts • Kari and Peter Krakow 

• Stuart Krasnoff • Scott Kreher • Elizabeth Kreitinger • Karen Kudej • 
Isadora Kunitz • Harold and Christine Kurland • Kathleen Kusminsky • Lloyd 
and Carol Kylis • Dan and Grace Labeille • Karen Lacey • Mark and Suzanne 
Laese • Barbara S. Lake • Lakeland Rovers • James Lamar • Richard Lampe 
• Rosemary Lang • Carolyn Lange • William Lange • Alex Langley and 
Stacey Underwood • Rhonda S. Lathwell • Deborah Laun and John Gilrein 
• Karen Laun • Benjamin Lavery • David R. Leader • John Lebens • Ron 
LeCain and Sara Pritchard • Anne and Michael Ledbetter • Wade Leftwich • 
Chris Legg • Thomas F. and Samantha LeGrett • Patricia Lent • Jim Leonard 
• Miriam Lerner • Antoinette S. Levatich • Gilbert and Ilma Levine • Jack 
and Barbara Lewis • John Lewis and Annalisa Raymer • David T. and Regina 
Lewis-Middleton • Robin Lickliter • Rick Lightbody • Maurine Linder • 
Michael Linse • Craig and Elaine Little • Enid and Peter Littman • Amy 
Litwiler • James and Susan Locke, III • Erica Logan • Dennis and Ashby 
Longwell • David and Marie LoParco • Sue and Jeff Losey • Ann Lounsbery 
Owens • Robert Love and Sarah Wessels • Amy and Paul Luersen • Jonathan 
and Cynthia Lunine • James C. and Ellen D. Lutz • Michael Lynch • Thomas 
Lynch • Anne M. Lynn • Merrill and Lydia Lynn • Elizabeth Lyons • Lee 
Macbeth • Sharon E. Mace • Michael J. and Lisa M. Mack • Malcolm and 
Drury MacKenzie • Drury MacKenzie McGregor and John McGregor • 
Timothy and Julie Macko • Mary and Dave Maley • Mark Malys • Mark 
Mandyck • Kenneth Mann • Laura Mann • John D. and Irene A. Manna • 
Mr. and Mrs. Trelawney Marchant • David Marchena • Roland M. Marion • 
Jason Marks • Ted Marks • David and Kay Marshall • Alyson Martin • Bob 
Martin and Pam Jenkins • Timothy Martinson • William and Charlene Marx 
• Michael Masica • Marc Mason and Lisa Bartlett • Bryan and Sara Maule • 
Henry and Patricia Maus • Jennifer Mayo • Karyn and David Mazzeo • Brad 
McAllester • James and Jean McCabe • Kevin S. and Kathryn S. McCarty • 
Bill and Cynthia McCauley • Larry Hirschberger and Saoirse McClory • 
Patrick and Ann McCormick • Susan and David McDaniel • Kevin McDonald 
• Roger and Darlys McDonough • Carl and Michelle McEntire • David 
McGahey • Richard and Sandra McGavern • Greg McGee • James and 
Leslie McGuidwin • Mr. and Mrs. Gardner H. McLean • Tracy McLellan • 
Arlene McMahon • Joe McMahon and Gail Steinhart • Philip and Karen 
McMichael • Thomas McMullen • Adrienne McNair • Jeb and Christina 
Mead • Maryl Mendillo • Robert and Linda Meredith • Susan Merkel • Ian 
Merwin • Marc Messing and Lori Sonken • Tom and Janet Mettee• James E. 
Metzler • Nancy Middleton • Jeffrey Milder and Nina Kohn • Michael 
Milillo • Sarunas and Vita Milisauskas • Andrew D. and Allison Miller • 
Anne and Mark Miller • Anne Miller • Barbara B. and John E. Miller • 
Christopher and Ellen Miller • Harry and Kari Miller • Harry K. Miller, Jr. • 
James and Martha Miller • Michael Miller • Stephen Miller • Ann Meredith 
Millman • Harold Mills and Sabrina Johnston • L. James and Lori Milne • 
Rebecca Minas • James Misenti • Paula and Paul Mitchell • Eshan Mitra • 
Bruce Monger • Russell Moodie • R Paul Moore • Susan Moore • John H. 
and Susan M. Moran • Robert Morello • Robert Morgan • Jim Spates and 
Jennifer Morris • John and Carol Morris • Mark and Suzanne Morris • 
Rhonda Morton • Ken Munney • Katie Murphree • Susan H. Murphy • 
William and Anna Murphy • John R. Myer • Meg Myers • Sheila Myers • 
Louise Mygatt • Nina and Bruce Nadolny • Kelly Nagle • Hugh Neeson and 
Andrea Messina • William Neilsen • Richard Nelson • Stasia Newell • Ann 
Newman • George and Jill Newton • William and Sandra Nichols • Barry 
Nicholson • Joanne Nicholson • Janice Nigro • Ruth Nix • Emery Nordberg 
• Eugene and Ann Northrop, Jr. • Wendell A. Norvell • Jerome and Barbara 
Nosanchuk • Donna Noteware • Kevin and Martha O’Brien • Thomas and 
Barbara O’Brien • Keith McCafferty and Eileen O’Connor • Patricia 
O’Connor • David and Rebecca Odell • Andrea Odenbach • Frieda 
O’Hanlon • Agata Okulicz-Kozaryn • Bob and Becky Olsen • Carol Opitz • 
Mitchell Orenstein • Joe O’Rourke • Thomas and Maureen O’Rourke • 
Bruce and Margaret Osborne • Stephen W. Osborne • John and Elizabeth 
O’Sullivan • Randall and Ann Over • Marc Overdyk and Joanne Mahoney • 
Jorgen and Lynn Overgaard • Thomas Owens • Kristin Packard • John and 
Sharon Paddock • W. Jeffery and Kathryn Page • Ronald Palmquist • Gary 
and Brooke Palumbo • Nancy Palvino • Jeffrey and Mary Ann Panara • Sol 
Gruner and Rosemarie Parker • Thomas and Brenda Parkes • George Parsons 
• Mary Ella Passage • David and Michelle Pastel • William Patchen and 
Karen Kaufmann • Stephen Pattarini • Susan Peck • Amy Pendleton Simrell 
• Catherine Penner • Eileen Percevault • Mary Anne Perks and William H. 
Perks, Jr. • Greta and Aara Perl • Sally Perreten • Ellen Perry • Matthew and 
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Sciarabba • Christopher Scibelli • Danny Scott • Walt Scott • Robert Seem 
• Mary Sennett • Richard Sensenbach • Scott and Lillian Serafine • John and 
Janet Seymour • Vincent Sgambati • Bill Shafer • Melanie and Joel Shapiro 
• Alice and Don Shardlow • Geoffrey Sharp • Doug and Kathleen Shaw • 
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Siefert • Jutta Siefert Dudley and Paul Dudley • Steve and Anne Sierigk • 
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Linda Van Buskirk • Martin and Linda van der Grinten • Marjolein van der 
Meulen • Susie Van Riper • Jennifer VanAlstine • Nancy Vanderven • 
Thomas Vecchi • Evan Verbanic • Laurel Vincent • Janice Vitale • Sam and 
Linda Vitale • James and Racquel Vlassis, D.D.S. • Joanne Vogel • Charliene 
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*Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of 
this list. If we have made an error, please accept our apologies.

Our deepest gratitude for thoughtful gifts in memory of
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Spring Migrant Bird Walk
Saturday, June 3 at 8:00 AM
Canandaigua Vista Nature Preserve,  
Ontario County
Laura Kammermeier of the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology and co-leader Kyle Gage will lead a 
walk to discover the variety of birds that migrate 
through the Finger Lakes region in spring. We 
will listen for and observe these visitors to the 
90-acre Canandaigua Vista Preserve—home to a 
variety of habitats including mature forests and 
open meadows. Bring binoculars if you have 
them. Beginning birders welcome.

Guided Hike with Executive 
Director Andy Zepp 
Friday, June 9 at 3:00 PM
Hinchcliff Family Preserve, Onondaga County
Join Finger Lakes Land Trust Executive Director 
Andy Zepp for a guided hike on the scenic 
Hinchcliff Family Preserve and its mile-long 
connector trail to the adjacent High Vista Nature 
Preserve. Over the course of this 3.5-mile hike, 
Andy will discuss the history of the preserve, 
the conservation significance of the Skaneateles 
Highlands, and information on the site’s natural 
history. The hike should last about two hours. Be 
sure to wear sturdy shoes and bring binoculars if 
you have them.

Tree Identification Walk 
Saturday, June 10 at 10:00 AM
Wesley Hill Nature Preserve, Ontario County
Learn how to identify some of our native tree 
species and what makes them ecologically 
unique with Cody Wilkes, forester in the 
Conservation Department at Finger Lakes 
Community College. The Wesley Hill Preserve 
is home to diverse stands of mature forest and 
is one of the Finger Lakes Land Trust’s largest 
conservation areas.

Snail Walk 
Saturday, June 17 at 10:00 AM
Bell Station, Tompkins County
Come explore the fascinating world of land 
snails and slugs with malacologist and naturalist 
Marla Coppolino. This will be an appropriately 
slow walk to discover the secretive and hidden 
microhabitats of land snails and slugs. The 
humble snails are among the least-studied and 
most under-appreciated organisms, yet they 
serve as a cleanup crew for the ecosystem as 
well as vital food for many insects, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds, and mammals.  Bring a magnifier 
and some insect repellent, if you have them.

Plants and Pollinators
Saturday, July 15 at 10:00 AM
Roy H. Park Preserve (south entrance), 
Tompkins County
Max McCune, a horticulturist at the New York 
State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic 
Preservation, will lead a walk to discover some 
of our local wildflowers and the vast network 
of pollinators and other wildlife they support. 
We will learn about the different life cycles of 
wildflowers and how they align with our native 
insects to form mutually beneficial partnerships. 

Except in the case of extreme weather, walks go 
rain or shine—check our web site for updates. 
All events are free and open to the public thanks 
to support from the M&T Charitable Foundation.

For detailed directions and registration information, visit fllt.org/events. 
&TreksTalks
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A CLOSER LOOK
Shades of Black and Gray
The bewildering systematics and semantics of Black Ratsnakes*

“SO Mark…” wrote Edie, the 
newsletter editor. “Could 

you write about Black Ratsnakes for 
the next issue?”

I remembered seeing this species, 
years ago, at the Lindsay-Parsons 
Biodiversity Preserve—a shiny black 
six-foot beauty wrapped around a 
beam of an abandoned outbuilding.

“Heck, yeah!” I replied. I went to 
two libraries and dug into Google 
Scholar in search of cool facts. 

Black Ratsnakes occupy various 
habitats, wherever they can find 
both underground hibernacula and 
sunny spots for basking. Most often, 
they winter alone, but sometimes 
several share the same den. They 
even occasionally share dens with 
rattlesnakes or copperheads, 
sometimes in large numbers. When 
threatened, they sometimes coil 
and shake their tails, somewhat like 
rattlesnakes. Adult Black Ratsnakes 
can climb straight up rough-trunked 
trees and, with more difficulty, can 
ascend smooth trees too. They feed 
primarily on rodents, but also on birds 
and their eggs.

Cool facts indeed, widely and 
deservedly celebrated. But the 
recent technical literature reveals a 
deeper story, a tangled hidden tale 
that shook up my understanding of 
systematics, semantics, and what it 
means to be a Black Ratsnake.

It’s complicated, but I think it’s 
worth trying to explain. 

The Black Ratsnake is a cauldron 
of bubbling taxonomic dispute. So 
far in this millennium, it’s already 
been reclassified and renamed at 
least four times, and split from one 
to three species. Controversy has 
continued to burn hot among leading 
herpetologists about nomenclature 
and the validity of the split, leading 
to confusion and even vitriol spilling 
over into the scientific literature.

The Black Ratsnake, formerly 
known as Elaphe obsoleta, was 
reassigned in 2005 to the genus 
Pantherophis. In 2008, some 

scientists placed it in the genus 
Scotophis, but since then the 
consensus has consolidated again 
around Pantherophis.

Since 2001, Dr. Frank Burbrink and 
colleagues have argued based on 
mitochondrial gene sequencing that 
the Black Ratsnake is actually three 
species. Using the new genus name, 
we have: 
• Pantherophis quadrivittatus 

(Eastern Ratsnake) in the Atlantic 
coastal plain;

• P. alleghaniensis (Gray Ratsnake) 
roughly between the Appalachian 
Mountains and the Mississippi 
River; and 

• P. obsoletus (Western Ratsnake) 
west of the Mississippi to 
Oklahoma and most of Texas. 
(After the split, the present-day 

quadrivittatus was first known as 
alleghaniensis, and the present-
day alleghaniensis first known as 
spiloides. The current, corrected 
renaming as of 2021 is no longer 
controversial among scientists, 
though it did lead to unseemly 
snippiness in the scientific journals 
as it was being resolved. The species 
names can still be very confusing if 
you’re a curious layperson like me, 
as many otherwise credible online 
sources still haven’t caught up.)

The ratsnake of our Finger Lakes 
region is P. alleghaniensis. We call it 
the Gray Ratsnake because in most 
of its range, adults are gray. The 
only problem is that in our area and 
throughout the northern part of its 
range, P. alleghaniensis turns black as 
an adult. 

So with the split, our ratsnakes are 
Gray Ratsnakes—but aren’t actually 
gray. 

Our ratsnakes are black—but 
are no longer formally called Black 
Ratsnakes. 

Indeed, after the split, the name 
Black Ratsnake doesn’t apply to 
anyone anymore, except in casual 
conversation, where it is still arguably 
the clearest, most accessible term—

as long as the snakes are actually 
black. (What’s more, P. quadrivittatus 
are yellow or even bright orange as 
adults. They are informally called 
Yellow Ratsnakes.)

Opponents of the split point out 
that there is extensive gene flow 
and intergradation among the three 
ostensible species across broad 
areas. Given this mixing, as well as 
the absence of geographic barriers 
creating isolation, these scientists 
argue that we should recognize the 
ratsnake taxa as subspecies rather 
than species. Following this reasoning 
returns us to the pre-2001 consensus 
of one ratsnake species from the 
Atlantic to east-central Texas. The 
most proper scientific name would 
be Pantherophis obsoletus, and the 
best common name, given the color 
variation, would arguably be Eastern 
Ratsnake or Common Ratsnake, 
though surely Black Ratsnake would 
work too, if applicable colorwise. 

Got all that? Me neither. My mind 
is still spinning, even after hours 
trying to make sense of it all.

So what is a Black Ratsnake?
Well, it’s a snake, or multiple 

snakes, or a phrase that applies to 
all or none of them. It’s a cool snake 
that eats rats. Except when it eats 
birds. It’s a cool, rat-eating, bird-
eating, tree-climbing, den-sharing, 
controversy-stoking black snake. 
Unless it’s gray. Or orange. 

—-Mark Chao
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Gray Ratsnake (In 
the Finger Lakes 

region, adult Gray 
Ratsnakes are 
usually almost  
black in color.)

*Or Black Rat Snakes, if you like. Here I follow the naming convention proposed in the dazzling 1997 book Snakes: The Evolution of Mystery in 
Nature, by Cornell professor Harry Greene. For groups of snake species, Greene concatenates short descriptors with the word “snake”—thus 
“ratsnake” and “coralsnake,” as with “rattlesnake.”CH
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34th Annual 
Meeting
Wednesday, June 21st  
at 7:30 p.m.
    
The 34th Annual Meeting  
will be hosted online. Visit 
fllt.org/2023annualmeeting 
for more information on 
board candidates, voting, 
and registration.


