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Imagine a landscape of open agricultural fields, broken here
and there by woodlots, with sweeping views of lake waters,

and a glimpse of a wild, great gully with rushing waterfalls. It
looks like a Finger Lakes landscape worth our saving.

The Land Trust recently completed its largest conservation
easement to date, covering nearly 650 acres of Great Gully
Farm on Cayuga Lake’s eastern shore along State Route 90,
north of Aurora and just south of Union Springs. 

The sloping farmland affords some of the best views of
Cayuga Lake from various upland vantage points and includes
more than a half-mile of Great Gully, a rugged ravine with rare
plants, towering trees, and several popular waterfalls.

Farm owner Dan McIntosh worked with the Land Trust to
create a conservation easement protecting his family farm
against future development and ensuring the land’s agricultural
future. The agreement includes special protective measures for
the environmentally sensitive gully. 

The conserved land comprises about three different farms
that McIntosh’s parents bought over the course of several
decades, beginning in the late 1920s. Great Gully Farm land
also has historical significance as the site of a Cayuga tribe

settlement known as Goi-O-Gouen (“Cayuga Castle”). Cayugas
lived there until driven from the area by the U.S. military
shortly after the American Revolution.

McIntosh informally dedicates the conservation easement to
the memory of his parents, Harris and Emily Knight McIntosh,
and their commitment to local land preservation.

“They were very charity-minded,” Dan said. “Dad would
say, ‘If you ever have a chance to give back some of what you
have to the rest of the world, take every opportunity.’ And so
I’ve sort of followed his guidelines, I guess you might say.”

Harris and “Betty” McIntosh never lived on the farm; they
were not farmers, but they were true lovers of the local land
and of the lake. Harris grew up in the village of Cayuga, north
of Union Springs, and after leaving the area for work in
manufacturing––initially in Syracuse, then settling in Toledo,
Ohio––he wanted a place to go duck hunting on familiar land.

The McIntoshes built a summer home on the lake shore for
themselves and their children. At the same time, they added
acreage to the property and hired a succession of farm
managers and other employees to make the farmland
productive even in their absence.

650-acre Conservation Easement Protects Cayuga Lake Farm

From the Editors
The Land Trust is pleased to acknowledge six new conservation easements concluded at the end of 2012, raising the total
number of easements held by the organization to more than 100. The new easements, profiled in this issue, cover a variety of
Finger Lakes terrains––from mature forest to agricultural land, from creekside to lakeshore––and they span our region,
including the watersheds of Keuka, Seneca, Cayuga, and Skaneateles lakes, as well as the Upper Susquehanna River. All told,
they protect nearly 1,100 acres of land, including more than 900 feet of undeveloped lakeshore and close to 19,000 feet of
significant creek or stream frontage.

The Finger Lakes Land Trust, along with many other such organizations, finds conservation easements to be an increasingly
valuable way both of reaching out to landowners and their communities and of securing lands it otherwise would not have the
resources to protect. 

We hope you enjoy this conservation easement issue!

Land Trust’s 24th Annual Meeting & Celebration
Saturday, May 18th at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. (SEE INSERT FOR DETAILS.)

Come learn 
about the birds 

and the bees 
at the... 

continued on page 2



But land conservation and a sense of
public benefit were at the heart of what
his parents were thinking about, Dan
said. At one point, they bought land for
a park in the village of Cayuga; at
another, they gave money to The Nature
Conservancy to buy a neighbor’s land
along the gully.

“My father had a dream of
preserving the gully. This was his place,”
Dan said. “He always thought people

would want to plant houses all along
the edge of the gully. He died in ’81
and never saw the development around
the land we’ve seen the past couple of
decades... so I guess he was sort of
visionary.”

Dan feels indebted to his father for
giving him the opportunity, in the early
1970s, to run the farm and get to know
and love the land. Recently returned
from “a long stint” with the U.S. Army in

Vietnam, Dan was admittedly at sea, and
his father felt it. “My dad said to me,
‘Hey, why don’t you come back here
and give it [farming] a go for year?’ Well,
I’d never farmed in my life––didn’t know
how to run a tractor––but I said, yes, I’d
give it a go for a year, and I’ve been here
for, oh lord, close to 40 years now!”

As farm owner and manager, Dan
employs two fulltime and one seasonal
worker cultivating soybeans, winter
wheat, field corn, hay, and about 60
acres of sweet corn. The terms of the
easement will keep the roughly 500
tillable acres of prime agricultural land
in production for the foreseeable future.

“Perhaps it was a gamble for me to
take the farm,” Dan mused, “But my dad
and I were really close towards the end,
and he did mention to me often that I
was very fortunate, and that he would be
proud if I could give something back to
my community. So perhaps this
easement is it.” ––Eben McLane

The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges
Attorney Charles Crum in Ithaca for pro-
viding pro bono legal services in support
of this project.

The 650-acre easement includes more than a half-mile of Great Gully, a rugged ravine
with rare plants, towering trees, and several popular waterfalls.

2 • THE LAND STEWARD

P
E

R
S

P
E

C
T

IV
E

S Ifirst explored Great Gully during the summer of
1986, when I was ranging across New York state as

an intern for The Nature Conservancy. I vividly
remember stepping from the blazingly hot farm fields
next to the gully through a wall of lush green
vegetation and into a different world of towering
hardwoods and a pristine creek that seemed to date
back to the beginnings of time. 

During that summer, I made several forays to the
gully, documenting plant communities and developing
maps the old fashioned way, before smart phones
featuring Google Earth and more powerful geographic
information systems (GIS).  

Back then, I had the good fortune to meet Dan
McIntosh. Dan is the owner and steward of Great
Gully Farm and a good portion of the gully itself.
Anyone who regularly makes the scenic drive down
the east side of Cayuga Lake can attest to the level of
care Dan brings to the farm and his farming practices.
His well-maintained fields allow the public to savor
sweeping views of Cayuga Lake.

Over the years, I checked in on Dan from time 
to time as my conservation career took me to
Washington, DC and then back again to the Finger
Lakes. We sometimes talked specifically about
conserving the farm but other times just caught up
with one another.

It was probably about a year ago that we got into

serious discussions about crafting a conservation
easement for the farm, and we both marveled that we
were picking up on a conversation that had started 
25 years ago.

And how have Great Gully Farm and the gully
fared over those years?  The Farm is much as I’ve
known it: a diversified and quite scenic agricultural
enterprise that continues to thrive. And the gully? It’s
not quite as pristine as when I first saw it––the upper
gully is crowded by several homes, and invasive
plants have displaced some of the natives––and yet, at
its heart it remains a wild place, its magic unchanged.
On a quiet morning, a walk up the gully can still
make you feel that you are embarking on a journey
that will take you far, far away from the nearby corn
fields and homesteads.  

Thanks to Dan, the other easement donors
featured in this issue, and all of those who came
before, the future of 100 special places is now much
brighter. From all of us at the FLLT, a heartfelt thank
you to our conservation easement donors for your
commitment to the land and to the future of our
region.

––Andy Zepp

650-acre Conservation Easement Protects Cayuga Lake Farm continued from cover
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Easement Benefits Skaneateles Lake 

continued on page 10

Seneca Lake
Shoreline Preserved  

One of the Land Trust’s major
objectives is preserving water

quality in the Finger Lakes region
through comprehensive watershed
protection. As development continues to
grow around many of the region’s lakes,
the Land Trust places a high priority on
protecting any remaining undeveloped
lake frontage, particularly on the largest
and most developed of the lakes.

Dick and Janice Ryan share this
priority. They own a 7.5-acre property
in Starkey, Yates County, with nearly
600 feet of frontage along the west side
of Seneca Lake, and they recently inked
an agreement to protect this land
through a conservation easement with
the Land Trust.

The Ryans have spent much of their
lives in the Finger Lakes region. The
couple originally met as undergraduates
at Cornell in the late 1940s. Dick spent
35 years as a biology professor at Hobart
and William Smith Colleges in Geneva,
retiring in 1987. Janice retired three
years later, after more than two decades
as a social worker for Ontario County.

The couple bought the Seneca Lake
property in 1975—“through great good
fortune,” Dick said—with the aim of
retiring there. 

“When we learned of the existence
of the Finger Lakes Land Trust, we
enthusiastically endorsed its mission and
have been members for some years,”
said Dick. “The idea of a conservation
easement for our property through the
Land Trust was very much on our minds.
This wonderful piece of lakeside
property is now secured from further
development in perpetuity.”

Excluding a boat dock, the Ryan
property features approximately 400 feet

Land Trust members John and Robin Hinchcliff recall their children playing in the
woods above Skaneateles Lake’s southeastern shores. “The kids would disappear

into the woods in the morning, and we wouldn’t see them again until they got
hungry or returned to show us some new treasure, like broken pottery or a chunk
of rusty barbed wire from when the forest was pasture,” Robin said. 

“This land has been returning to woodlands for almost a century,” said John.
“It’s been untouched for my entire lifetime, and much further back.”

Thanks to the return of those forests and good stewardship by generations of
landowners, Skaneateles Lake is today known as the most pristine of the Finger
Lakes. It is one of only six unfiltered public drinking water sources in the country,
daily providing an average of 43 million gallons of water to residents of Syracuse. 

This winter, the Hinchcliffs contributed to the legacy of clean water and
healthy forests by donating a conservation easement on their property, protecting
31 acres of mature woods, including 5,600 feet of land along Randall Gulf Creek,
a tributary to Skaneateles Lake. 

According to Land Trust Director of Land Protection David Diaz, protecting
each stream and sloping hillside is important to the lake’s exceptional water
quality because sediment eroding from any of the streams or hillsides harms water
quality, not only for drinking but also for the flora and fauna that depend on the
lake’s clean waters. 

“The Hinchcliffs have helped us make progress on one of our top conservation
priorities: connecting the forested highlands that keep these waters clean,” Diaz
said. “The health of Skaneateles Lake is intertwined with the condition of lands
within its watershed and the numerous waterways that feed into it.” 

For the Hinchcliffs and their extended family, the upland ridge and its streams
are also interlaced with family history. “My dad and his brother grew up tromping
in the woods and creek, followed by me and my cousins, and then our kids,” said
John. “It became a tradition to hike up the stream to route 41, collecting fossils
and watching the woodlands change over the years.”

As a result, the family shares a deep commitment to protecting the area. John
and Robin’s property borders nearly 200 acres the Land Trust seeks to acquire with
the lead support of John’s aunt, Ann Hinchcliff. The adjacent property extends for
nearly two miles between existing protected lands, representing the single largest
link in a growing network of open space lands that may ultimately extend around
the southern half of the lake.

“We admire the Land Trust’s long-range vision to build an emerald necklace
around the lake,” John said. “It would be a spectacular recreational resource, and
a great way to protect the area’s pristine woodlands and waters.”  —Kate Frazer 

The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges Attorney Richard P. Urda in Ithaca for
providing pro bono legal services in support of this project.

Dick and Janice Ryan on their easement
property in Starkey
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250-acre Woodland added to
Emerald Necklace

In 1970 Gene Likens, then a newly appointed Cornell biology professor,
and three of his colleagues bought 500 acres of forest and agricultural

land bordering Shindagin Hollow State Forest in Caroline, Tompkins County.
Their goal was to protect the land from development and enhance the wild
open space already secured by the state forest. Their unique vision predated
the Land Trust’s conservation efforts by almost 20 years.

Now, 43 years later, Gene and his wife Phyllis are permanently
protecting 250 acres of the property through a conservation easement with
the Land Trust. “It’s a full-circle dream come true,” Gene said. “We couldn’t
be more delighted.”

Gene Likens is a well-known figure in the field of ecology. An expert in
the study of stream ecosystems, he was part of a group of scientists that
discovered acid rain in North America and produced one of the first studies
linking acid rain to air pollution. He was also a founding director of the
Institute of Ecosystem Studies, a leading independent environmental research
center located in Millbrook, New York. For his contributions to ecological
research, Likens was awarded the National Medal of Science in 2002.

Gene and Phyllis no longer live in the Finger Lakes region, but they
maintain strong ties to the area through family and friends. Phyllis is a
native of northern Tioga County, and they both maintain an abiding
appreciation for the local landscape and the need to conserve it.

Much of their property consists of mature woodlands, accompanied by
an open field used by a local farmer to grow corn and hay. The easement
buffers a portion of the Finger Lakes Trail, which follows the property’s
southern border and continues through the adjacent state forest. A south-
bound stream courses through the property, eventually feeding the Upper
Susquehanna River.

The easement also protects another critical link in the Land Trust’s long-
term Emerald Necklace project, a greenbelt of protected open space
surrounding Ithaca. “This easement is a wonderful addition to the Emerald
Necklace,” said Land Trust Executive Director Andrew Zepp. “We’re grateful
to the Likens for their commitment to the land.”

A portion of the costs associated with this easement were covered by a
grant from the Tompkins County Capital Reserve Fund for Natural, Scenic,
and Recreational Resource Protection, as well as a contribution from the
Town of Caroline’s Stewardship Reserve Fund.                        ––Jeff Tonole

The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges Attorney Eric Haselbauer of the law
firm of Harter Secrest & Emery LLP in Rochester for providing pro bono legal
services in support of this project.

Stretches of undeveloped shoreline are like
diamonds on the Finger Lakes, rare jewels of

great value. But unlike diamonds, shorelines
hold an ecological worth that goes beyond their
financial and aesthetic value. 

For these reasons, a conservation easement
finalized in late January that protects 500 feet of
undeveloped shoreline along Keuka Lake, along
with 4.2 acres of mature hardwood forest, is an
important addition to the area’s conserved lands.  

Donated by Dr. Bruce Cutler, his wife 
Leslie, and their daughters Nancy Sadecki and
Kimberly Buttonow, all longtime summer
residents of Keuka Lake, the easement lies at an
iconic spot on the lake, namely Bluff Point, the
prominent bluff that separates Keuka Lake’s two
arms. The easement will protect a rare stretch of
undeveloped shoreline at the very tip of Bluff
Point—a popular spot for both water birds and
boaters to relax. In addition, the intact acres of
mature forest will prevent erosion that would
otherwise occur if the property were cleared for
development. 

The easement will also allow the Cutler’s
continued use of the land, while also permitting
their sustainable harvests of firewood from the
woods. The easement, though, does not include
public access to the site. 

“This is a spectacular property,” said Andy
Zepp, Land Trust executive director. “The
Cutler’s generous gift will be enjoyed by
anyone who appreciates Keu      ka Lake or the
scenic views of Bluff Point that can be seen
from miles around. We’re grateful to the Cutler
family for their wonderful commitment to the
land and the lake.”

“This is a wonderful start to protecting the
unique attributes of the bluff both for the
residents and for our neighbors across the lake,”
said Tom Close, president of the non-profit Bluff
Point Association, which provided financial
support to the Land Trust to help cover
transaction costs associated with the project. 

—Krishna Ramanujan

The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges Attorney
Kim Rothman of the law firm of Miller Mayer,
LLP in Ithaca for providing pro bono legal
services in support of this project.

Keuka Lake 
Shoreline Protected
The Cutler easement secures 500’ of undevel-
oped shoreline on Bluff Point, a prominent
bluff that separates Keuka Lake’s two arms. 
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The Paisley property, nestled alongside the eastern branch of Owego Creek, helps
maintain local watershed quality and sustains fish, like eastern brook trout.R
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“IT was perfect for me because it was a half-hour drive to
school, and it was beautiful,” she said. “I remember

there were red salamanders in the driveway when we first
came. Plus, I was happy to live where my neighbors wouldn’t
tell me to mow the lawn.”

Now 86 years old, Paisley lives on the Southern Tier
property she has owned for more than 40 years. She recently
donated a conservation easement on her property to the Land
Trust, protecting mature forests and prime agricultural land
nestled along the east branch of Owego Creek. 

Paisley found the property shortly after setting off with her
husband and their three children to explore the wilds of the
United States and Canada. “We had been living on Long Island
and had no summer work, so we bought a tent and took the
kids across the country to see beautiful places,” she said.
“When we returned to New York and found this place, we said
it was the best campsite we ever saw.”

The Paisley “campsite” lies within a Land Trust focus area
which encompasses tributaries to the Upper Susquehanna
River watershed, which in turn feeds into the Chesapeake Bay,
the nation’s largest estuary. 

According to David Diaz, Land Trust director of land
protection, the Paisley property along Owego Creek helps
maintain local watershed quality and sustains fish, like eastern
brook trout. Diaz said that the land’s steep slopes and a

seasonal tributary stream would be particularly susceptible to
accelerated storm water run-off and erosion damage if
disturbed by future development, harming the water quality
not only of Owego Creek but also of waters many miles
downstream.

“Mrs. Paisley and her family have helped us to expand a
network of protected lands in her Southern Tier neighborhood,”
said Land Trust Executive Director Andy Zepp. The Paisley
property joins several protected areas nearby, including
multiple state forests, the Land Trust’s King Nature Preserve,
and another conservation easement.

As to what prompted Paisley to donate her conservation
easement, she says it was a love for the outdoors developed as
a child during the Depression. “When my father was out of
work we moved to the country, where we built a small house
and carried spring water up the hill,” she said. “Caring about
nature is just part of how I think. It’s just in you. I always knew
I wanted to do this at some point.” 

––Kate Frazer

The Land Trust gratefully acknowledges Attorney John
Alexander of the law firm of Sayles & Evans in Elmira and
Attorne   y Eric Haselbauer of the law firm of Harter Secrest &
Emery LLP in Rochester for providing pro bono legal services in
support of this project.

Southern Tier Easement Protects Owego Creek 

 

Jeanne Paisley was a schoolteacher raising three children in the early 1970s when she 
purchased 128 acres of forests, fields, and wetlands in the Tioga County town of Richford.
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SCENES
from Around Our 
Region…”  

The new boardwalk to be dedicated on May 31st at the 
Roy H Park Preserve in the town of Dryden, Tompkins County

(see calendar on page 12 for details)
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A couple of ardent birders at last year’s
bird walk for children and families at the

Roy H. Park Preserve in Dryden
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Land Trust Executive Director Andy Zepp with staff
member Elizabeth Newbold review plans to 

restore grassland bird habitat at the 
West River Conservation Area 

near Canandaigua Lake.

Long-time member
and volunteer Tom
Reimers takes in
the vista at the
Stevenson Forest
Preserve in the
town of Enfield,
Tompkins County.
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S Participants listen-
ing to naturalist
and tracker Linda
Spielman (far
right) during last
February’s Winter
Wildlife Tracking
Walk at the Ellis
Hollow Nature
Preserve in the
town of Ithaca,
Tompkins County

Campaign Update
We dedicated the winter newsletter to announcing 

the Finger Lakes Land Trust’s capital campaign.
This spring, we are thrilled to tell you how well the
campaign is progressing as the Land Trust works to
protect even more of the lands and waters you love.

Thanks to the generous support received to date, the
Land Trust has reached 83% of our $5 million fundraising
goal. We are confident that with your help, and that of 
many other friends across the Finger Lakes, our campaign 
will be a resounding success.

To learn more about how you can contribute to local
conservation, please contact Kelly Makosch, Director of
Development, at (607)275-9487 or kellymakosch@fllt.org
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Our work is made possible through the contributions of over 2,000 members,
volunteers, and supporters.  Your commitment to the future of the Finger Lakes has
enabled the Land Trust to protect more than 15,000 acres of our region’s most
treasured forests, farmland, wetlands, gorges, and shoreline.
We are grateful to have such dedicated members and supporters. In particular, we wish to thank everyone
who generously made a gift of $100 or more in calendar year 2012.*

Land and Conservation Easement Donors Kimberly Buttonow • Bruce and
Leslie Cutler • Bob and Terry Dewitt • Bill and Kathy Halton • Dan Halton •
Tim Hamlin • John and Robin Moss Hinchcliff • Gene and Phyllis Likens • Dan
McIntosh • Jeanne Paisley • Richard and Janice Ryan • Gail Sanford • Nancy
Sadecki • Thomas and Robin Seeley    $500,000+ Anonymous    $150,000-
$499,999 Anonymous    $100,000-$149,999 Anonymous(2) • James Flaws &
Marcia Weber    $20,000-99,999 Park Foundation • Priscilla Browning • J.M.
McDonald Foundation, Inc. • NYS Conservation Partnership Program through
Land Trust Alliance Northeast and the State of New York • Jan and Susan
Suwinski    $10,000-19,999 Anonymous (5) • Edward and Verna Gerbic Family
Foundation • Holland and Patience Gregg • Barbara and Stephen Hamlin • Bill
Hecht • John and Robin Moss Hinchcliff • William Rayburn • Tompkins County
• Tompkins County Tourism Program • Trout Unlimited • Upper Susquehanna
Coalition • Josie Yunis & Marty Taylor    $5000-9999 Anonymous (2) • Lew &
Dawn Allyn Family Fund of the Community Foundation of Collier County •
David and Amy Allyn • Carl and Suzanne Blowers • Brooks Family Foundation
• Peter and Ursula Kurman Browning • James and Terry Byrnes • The Cayuga
Foundation • Louise and Burch Craig • Tom and Maria Eisner Fund of the
Community Foundation of Tompkins County • Dan and Cassie Halton • Tim
Hamlin • Isabel Hull • John W. Bristol Trust • The Legacy Foundation of
Tompkins County • Lynn Leopold • Betty Lewis Trust • M&T Charitable
Foundation • Dan McIntosh • Joane Molenock & Dan Karig • Chris Proulx &
Varya Siegel • Tom Reimers • Marjory Rinaldo-Lee & David Lee • Richard and
Janice Ryan • Thomas and Robin Seeley • Douglas B. Sutherland & Nancy
Kramer • Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry, U.S. Forest Service •
Jennifer and Bill Warning     $1000-4999 Anonymous(3) • John and Marilyn
Abbott • Molly and Barry Adams • Anurag Agrawal • Ben Arthur • Neil and
Maggie Atkins • Tom Babcock • Mary Berens & Paul Feeny • Mary Berk • Dave
Birchenough & Carrie Lazarus • Bill and Anne Buckingham • Sonya Burgher •
Catherine Caneau • Diane and Roger Cass • Mark Chao & Miyoko Chu •
Barbara and Hugh Chenoweth • J.A. Chisholm • Charles and Nancy Cladel •
Corning Incorporated Foundation • Gregory Craig • Peter J. Davies & Linda
DeNoyer • Patty and Tom Davis • Tanya and Blake Dillon • Gary and Linda
Dower • Earth Share of New York • Brad Edmondson & Tania Werbizky • Elmira
Savings Bank • George Ewing • Meg Ewing • David Fay • Edward Finegan •
John and Molly Fitzpatrick • Marty and Cathy Gardner • Jean L. and Carl F.
Gortzig • Kurt and Sorel Gottfried • Edward Grandt • Steve Green & Ann Moore
• Howard Hartnett • Peter and Susan Henry • Eva and Roald Hoffmann • Ruth
and Roger Hopkins • Dr. and Mrs. Robert T. Horn Jr. • IBM Corporation • Elise
Johnson-Schmidt & Gerald Schmidt • Peter and Peggy Kane • Jim and Sara
Kersting • Keuka Properties/Yunis Realty • Elizabeth Kirchner • Bill and Carol
Klepack • Carl W. Kohls • Debbie Koop & Lenhart Saner • Stephen Koop •
Carrie and Michael Koplinka-Loehr • James Lassoie & Ruth Sherman • Lewis G.
Schaeneman, Jr. Foundation, Inc. • Lloyd Lill • Frances Littin & Chuck Tauck •
Lee and Staffan Lundback • Lutheran Community Foundation • Judith and Dan
Malley • John and Candace Marsellus • David S.and Linda M. Marsh • Patricia
and David Maule • Miller Mayer, LLP • Harold Mills & Sabrina Johnston •
Gerald Morsello & Elaine Rees • National Park Service Rivers and Trails Program
• Sarah Newman • Victoria Nuzzo & Bernd Blossey • Deborah O'Connor &
Peter Lepage • Pike and Rosemarie Oliver • Edwin and Mary Ann Oyer • Dale
Parmley • Pioneer Printing • Stephen Pope • Ed and Diane Premo • Nancy and
Andrew Ramage • Buzz and Gretchen Roberts • Kim Rothman • Jean and Betty
Rowley • David Ruppert • Greg and Betsy Russell • Lindsay Ruth & Perry
Dimmick • Gail M. Sanford • Nancy and Charles Scholes • John Schroeder •
Stu and Lucy Schweizer • William Schweizer • Stephanie Sechler • Stephanie
Sher • Robert Silsbee • Erron Silverstein & Maria Montgomery • Bonnie and
John Sirianni • Jeannie McGinn Slauson • Elsa and Peter Soderberg • Thomas &

Donna Sokol • Donald Specker & Christine Sanchirico • Polly Spedding • John
and Margie Sutton • Marisue Taube • James Terwilliger & Ellen Coyne •
Genevieve Thompson • Bruce and Katie Thompson • William Thompson • Carl
Waldbauer • Tom and Maureen Walsh • Randy and Amy Wayne • Wendell
Weeks & Kim Frock • David Weinstein & Christina M. Stark • Robert and Jo
Werner • Peter White & Mary Socci • Penelope Wickham & Thomas Kather •
Geoffrey and Virginia Wickwire • Donald Wilson • Dwight W. Winkelman
Foundation • Christopher Wirth • Marianne and J.D. Young    $500-999
Anonymous(2) • Ole and Mina Amundsen • Dawn Bahar-Goellner • Mr. and
Mrs. Dennis Barrett • Larry and Laura Buffam • Wayne and Mary Chauncey •
Jean Darlington & Eduardo Marchena • D. W. and Marilyn Edington • Michael
and Harriet Eisman • Enzo Fallone • Finger Lakes Running Company • Bradley
and Mary Grainger • Bonnie Hamlin • John S Harding • Jim and Betta Hedlund
• Dan Hoffman • Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Kanda • Marsha and Fredric Kardon •
Sally and Kip Keller • Carolyn Kenyon & Robert Dattola • Bruce and Jen Klein
• Craig and Susan Larson • Helen Launt • Laura W. Lee • Lois Levitan & Martha
Armstrong • Kelly and Kenny Makosch • Peter and Beth Marks • John Marshall
• Rick Marx & Alan Grethel • Ed Marx • Douglas and Barbara McIlroy • John
P and Elizabeth Y McKinnell • Mighty Yoga • Rick and Mayumi Naro • Paula
Peter & Mike Ward • Elizabeth Peters • Susan and Robert Presberg-Greene •
Pure Design • Elizabeth and Dennis Regan • David Sagan • Kris Scholl &
Brooke Oropallo • Donna Scott • David and Martha Swift • Michael and
Marina Todd • Tompkins Financial Advisors • Jeff Tonole • Mary E. Tuthill •
Robbert VanRenesse & Lesley Greene • Peggy Walbridge • Chris and Beverly
Way • Joanne Weir • Jim and Kris West • Margaret White • Alicia and Mark
Wittink • Andrew and Rocio Zepp    $250-499 Anonymous • Julia Knapp
Albertalli • John Alexander • Richard Allen • Barbara Andersen & Andrew Clark
• Kathryn Bartholomew • Scoby Beer • Alan and Bunny Bernstein • Bluff Point
Association • Robert and Marcia Brancato • Anthony and Janice Bretscher •
Marjory Brooks • Patti and Jules Burgevin • Edward Bush • Ruth and William
Cahn • Edith Cassel • Linda and David Caughey • Cayuga Lake National Bank
• CFCU Community Credit Union • Christopher George Real Estate • Alfred
and Patricia Clark Jr. • Martha Cole • Paula Conan • Cornell University Dept of
Biomedical Engineering • Bill and Sarah Demo • Michael and Joyce DeVito •
Jeff and Jane Doyle • Clover Drinkwater • Michael and Susan Eisner • Mitchel
and Robin Evans • ExxonMobil Foundation Matching Gift Program • Michael J.
Falcone • Shirley Fallon • Thomas and Julietta Foster • Mr. and Mrs. Gregory
Foster and Family • Nancy Gabriel • GE Foundation Matching Gift • Wayne
Gottlieb & Susan Suarez • Dave Graham • Phil Greenberg • David Gross • Kim
and John Haines-Eitzen • George and Mary Hamlin • Donald and Janice
Hanson • Karla Hanson & Jason Freitag • Macy Harris • Ronald and Rebecca
Harris-Warrick • Mr. Richard Hawks Jr. • Carman and Sandra Brink Hill Fund of
the Community Foundation of Tompkins County • Patricia and Thomas Hinman
• Donald and Margot Hughes • Mary Elizabeth Iandoli & Todd Miner • Jay
Janowsky & Joan Tardif • Lawrence Jones & Vera Versteeg • John and Louise
Kingsbury • Mary Lee and Richard Kokosa • Mary Jane and Rick Kornbau • Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Kozlowski • Leanna Landsmann & Chip Block • Howard &
Harriet London • Alison Lurie • Matthew Lynaugh • Rob and Margaret
Mackenzie • Gary Mallow • Ted Marks • Lawrence S. Marks • Marvin and
Annette Lee Foundation • William Mastroleo • William McCleary & Maxine
Long • Bob McGuire & Judy Keil • Marie McKee & Robert Cole • Eben McLane
• Bruce and Eleanor McLear • Nancy Menning • Sarah and Ralph Miozzi •
Greg and Ruth Morris • Judith Nadal • Bernard J. Oseroff • Ken and Graham
Ottoson • Parks and Trails New York • Pearson Education • Taylor Peck • Dr.
William A. Plummer • Anne Posel • Donald and Robin Pulver • David Rice &
Suzanne Gervais • Don and Nancy Robbins • Steven Rockey • John Rogers •
Stephen Rosenfeld • Jeffra Ruesink & Dylan Kuckes • Norma Rumfelt •
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Marc and Barbara Sadovnic • Frederick W. Sarkis • Arnie and Mary Schwartz •
Sciarabba, Walker, & Co., LLP • Danny Scott • Emma Lou and Abdul Sheikh •
Carol Skinner & Charles Pearman • James and Janis Smith • Thomas Snow &
Karen Meriwether • Jewel Snow • William Standish • Dennis Stein • Patricia J.
Sullivan • Kristin and Charles Swain • T.G. Miller P.C. • Marie Terlizzi & Robert
Dobbs • The Village Teasel • Tompkins Trust Company • Paul and Mary Torrisi
• Charles and Nancy Trautmann • Tony and Mary Tripeny • Mr. and Mrs.
Samuel A. Tucker • David and Lucia Tyler • Robert Van Brunt • Jack and Judy
Varney • Donald Varney • Volker Vogt & Carla Marceau • Erik and Judy von
Bucher • Mr. and Mrs. Chris Wardwell • Todd Wardwell & Molly Hutt • Mr. and
Mrs. Jeremy Wardwell • Mr. and Ms. Wayne Wardwell • James and Margaret
Webster • David Nakita Werier • Cynthia Westerman • David and Heather
Wheat • Mark Whitmore • Paul and Lori Whitstock • Steven Wolf • Jim and
Marsha Wooster • Bill and Valerie Yust • Milton and Marjorie Zaitlin    $100-
249 John Abel • Rebecca Abraham • Judith Abrams • Helen Ackerman •
Adirondack Mountain Club-  Onondaga Chapter • Joan Albern • Jon Allen •
Ronald Applegate & Rosemary Batt • Chip and Wendy Aquadro • Betsy and
Gerald Archibald • David Arkin • Robert Arleo • Richard Armstrong • Kevin
and Kathleen Armstrong • Chris Asbury • Carolyn Aslan • Alan Avery Jr. • Ellen
Avril • Donald Babcock • Philip Bailey • Joel Baines • Sarah Baldwin • Lisa
Ballard • Bill Banaszewski & Michele Howland • Jesse Bank • Don Barber &
Rita Rosenberg • John and Myrtle Barber • J. Robert Barlow • Susan and John
Barr • Brian Bartholomew • Gail Bartlett • Ernie and Carol Bayles • Kate Beare
• Roger Beck • Douglas Beech • Sam and Lucia Beer • Barney and Linda Beins
• Sandy Bem • Donald and Barbara Bergmann • Gladys Birdsall & Meredith
Williams • Todd and Tonya Bittner • Laurie Bittner • Thomas Bjorkman & Ann
Raffetto • Gail Blake & Jennifer Dotson • Bill and Jean Blake • Thomas and
Marilyn Blythe • Mr. and Mrs. J. Seeley Booth • Katie and Rene Borgella • Ruth
Bradley • Teresa Braell • Richard and June Brickwedde • Eva Briggs • Harriet
Brittain and Family • Eric Broberg • Susan and Joel Brock • Jane Bronson •
Gordon Brott • John and Marcia Browning • Louise Buck • Susannah Buhrman-
Deever • Tom Butler • Richard Buttny • Byrne Dairy Inc. • John and Ellen Cain
• Elaine Caldarone • Sean Callahan • Rita and Joe Calvo • Michael and
Roseann Campanelli • Chester and Bernice Caprini • Marvin and Patricia
Carlson • Ted and Susan Carman • Stephen W. Carter • Sean Carter • Betsy and
John Carver • Scott and Mary Case • Maureen Gonta Castellana • Tom and Lisa
Cavataio • Cayuga Bird Club • Cayuga Landscape Co. • Brian Chabot &
Kathleen Rasmussen • Allan Chambliss • G. Yvonne and Lawrence Chavez •
Sandra Cherinko • Gary and Bonnie Chollet • Joan Christy & Thomas Bersani •
Eleanor and Phil Cicerchi • William Clay • Tom and Linda Clougherty • Robert
Cockram • Paul and Linda Cohen • Alan and Candace Collmer • Julien Colvin
• Dominick Conca • Dr. John and Carol Condemi • Karen and John Confer •
Jon and Janice Conrad • Stephen and Deborah Conroy • Rob and Anna Cook
• Jeff and Elizabeth Coons • Robert Cooper • Ed and Caroline Cope • Dr.
Edward Cordes • Cornell Herptelogical Society • Charles Cote • G. Walton
Cottrell • John and Debra Covell • Janet Cowley • Shirley and Irv Crane •
Jonathan Culler • Norman and Olivia Culver • Philip Cusick • Robert DaRin •
Tob and Joan de Boer • Robert Jeffrey Dean • Byron and Caroline Delavan • Jed
and Barbara Delmonico • Cliff and Jane DeMayo • D. Scott Demmin • Natalie
Denton • David Diaz • Michael and Nancy Dickinson • Linda Dickinson & Ira
Rabois • David Dickinson • Barbara and Frank DiSalvo • Sharon Dittman •
Martin Dodge • Alan Dolmatch • Norman Dondero • Dora Donovan • Doris
Duke Charitable Foundation Matching Gift Program • Peter Dougherty & Dawn
Dybowski • Eric Dreyfuss • Katherine Durant • Linda and Michael Duttweiler
• Karen Edelstein & Joseph Wetmore • Maralyn Edid & Larry Blume • William
Eggers & Deborah McLean • Myron and Barbara Egtvedt • Sally Eller • James
and Mickey Ely • Tonya and Adam Engst • Erie Canalway National Heritage
Corridor • Howard and Erica Evans • David Evelyn & Jennifer Weinraub •
Gregory and Sally Ezra • Mary Faber • Roger and LeMoyne Farrell • Nathan and
Frances Fawcett • Howard and Rosalind Feinstein • Dr. Shelley Feldman •
David Fernandez & Elizabeth Lawson • Audrey McK. Fernandez • Vivian and
Gary Fields • Achilles and Candy Filios • Finger Lakes Paddleboard LLC • Finger
Lakes Trail Conference • Mr. and Mrs. Robert Finn • Thomas and Elizabeth
Fisher-York • Alex Flecker & Alison Power • Tessa Flores & Ira Goldstein • David
and Alanna Fontanella • Kate Fornal & Kevin McCarthy • Scott Forsyth • Barbara
and Fred Fouquet • Thomas Fox • Keith Frum • William and Barbara Fry • Glenn
and Cassandra Galbreath • Lisa and Jon Gandelot • Robert and Louise Ganley •
Kenneth Gardner • Sally W. Garvey • Jonathan and Debra Gavras •

Rose Ann and Ron Gay • Wolfgang and Amandy Geihe • Eileen Gerace •
Laurel C. Gibbs • Gladys Gifford & Alvin Schuster • Curtis and Susan Gillette •
Louise and Coralie Glantz • Ann Gold • Carla Golden • William and Margaret
Goldsmith • Laura Gordon • Robert and Lois Gosse • Katherine Graham • Joe
Grasso • Jane Graves • F. Michael Gray • Patrick and Diana Griffin • Muriel and
Robert Haggerty • Nelson Hairston • Helen and Christian Haller • Dale and
Karen Hallings • Hugh and Mary Clare Hamlin • Karen Hansen & Robert
Schneider • Peter Harriott • Maria Harrison • Susan Hartwell • John Hassett &
Judith Crawford •Vincent and Anne Hatton • The Hawkes Family • Jim and Sue
Hazlitt • John Hemphill • Sue Hemsath • Christopher L. Henley • Frederic and
Gayle Henry • John and Susan Herbert • David Herrick • Ron Herring & Valerie
Bunce • Laurence Higgins • Diane Hillman • Sally Holben • Mary Hood •
John Horan & Diane Singer • Michael and Ruth Hosey • George and Jo
Houghton • Eleanor Hubbard • Richard Hubbell • Christopher Husson • Jack
and Barbara Jean Hustler • David and Ursula Hutton • Nita Irby & Tom Divers
• Iron Design • Sol Israel • Drs. Laurence & Katherine Jacobs • Carolyn Jacobs
• Marcia Jacobson & Daniel Schwarz • John and Susan Jaquette • James Jenkins
& Kathy Kelly • Jermy Family • Robert Jetty • Tim and Anne Marie Johnson •
Steven Jones • Gordon and Thelma Jones • Jeff Jordan • Nick and Kitty Jospe •
Ruth Kahn • Sandra Katz • Sakshi Keeton • Bruce Kennedy • Richard and
Barbara Kent • Harry and Doraline Kesten • Karl and Leslie Kieburtz • Connie
Kintner • Charles Knauf • Barbara A. Knuth & Kurt J Jirka • Heinz and Judy Koch
• Gary Kochersberger • Susan Luther Koon • Warren and Rebecca Koontz •
Joseph and Gracia Koziol • Carol Krebs • John A. and Barbara J. Krout • Carol
Krumhansl & Jeff Roberts • John and Ellen Kuiper • Stephen and Isadora Kunitz
• Stephen and Cheryl Ladenheim D.D.S. • Victor and Sheri Ann Lamoreaux •
Lamoreaux Landing Wine Cellars • Ann and Jan Landre • Gene and Joan Lane
• William Lange • Carolyn Lange • Paul Lattimore Jr. • Donald and Deborah
Lauper • Mitchell & Linda Lavine • Thomas and Lynn Lenihan • Theodore and
Karen Lenz • Lifespan PT, OT and SLP Services • Kathleen E. Lilley • James and
Jane Littwitz • Ann Livingston • Marianne Lont • Jack and Janet Lowe • Paul
Luyben • Jerry and Rosemary Luzum • Michael Lynch • Lee Macbeth • Ian G.
Mackenzie • Charlie and Peggy Major • Christine Mandel • Joan Manning •
Elaine Mansfield • Dorothy and David Marano • Richard and Darlene Marino
• Patricia and Edward Martin • Gregory & Susan Martin • Michael Masica •
Eileen and Max Maxwell • Ann Mayer • Charles McClure • Ryan McConnell •
Michael and Ashlee McGandy • James McGarry • Richard and Sandra
McGavern • Joe McMahon & Gail Steinhart • Sarah McNaull & Tod Sukontarak
• Daniel and Jean McPheeters • Walter and Sarah Medlin • Nancy Medsker •
George Mercier • Peter Merrill • Ian Merwin • Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Metz •
Vicki Meyers-Wallen • Peter Miller • Jonathan Miller & Rebecca Nelson • Ann
Miller • A. Meredith Millman • Forrest and Lorraine Minor • N.B. and Virginia
Mistry • Frank Moran • Carol and John Morris • Rhonda Morton & Peter
Chwazik • Diane Morton & Ken Kemphues • Suzanne Motheral • Robert and
Carolyn Mrazek • Erich and Susan Mueller • George and Mary Murphy •
Robert and Sally Neumann • Beth Newell • Jill and George Newton • Emery
Nordberg • Mary Beth Norton • Barbara Nussbaum • Edward and Frieda
O'Hanlon • Timothy and Jodean Orcutt • Mitchell Orenstein • Larry and Linda
Orkin • Joan and Edward Ormondroyd • Patricia Orr • Barbara Page •
Rosemarie Parker & Sol Gruner • Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Parker • Mary Ella
Passage • Marilyn and Jerry Passer • David and Michelle Pastel • Edward
Pearsall • Catherine Penner • Patti Penski • Brian and Dolores Perkins • Robert
and Penelope Peterson • John Pfeffer • Wade Pickren • Alphonse Pieper & Betsy
Shrier • James Plumb • Robert & Karin Pohl • Ellen Polimeni • Potter Family
Trust • Bard and Gina Prentiss • Marvin and Allison Pritts • Purity Ice Cream •
Joel Rabinowitz & Dorothy Pomponio • David Rahill • Skippy Raines • Don
and Sue Rakow • Don M. and Carol Randel • David and Debra Rasmussen •
Kathy Rayburn • Lyle Raymond • Marie Read • Richard Reczka • Martha
Reddout • Sally Reimer • Charles and Ruth Reniff • John and Judith Reppy •
Christopher Riley • Thomas and Susan Riley • Thomas Rishel • David
Rittenhouse • Susan Ritter • Nancy Robinson • Susan Robinson • Benjamin
Rockey-Harris • Virginia and Lawrence Rockwell • Kathleen Roth • Judith
Rothenberg • Gail Rothman-Marshall • Gordon Rowland & Anne Stork • Kristin
Rowles & Paul Ferraro • Nerissa Russell • John and Mary Jo Saca • Robert B.
Salmon • Lucinda Sangree & Marge Forth • Sharon Sayers • Deborah Schaaf &
Ron Floyd • Bob Scheer • Ted Schiele & Christine Griffin • Marty Schlabach &
Mary Jean Welser • Kenneth Schmitt & Dorothy Rizzo • Schmitt Real Estate •
Jeff and Kris Schneider • Paul and Anne Schnell • John and Brenda Schouten •

continued on page 10
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FROM
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Andrew Zepp’s Birthday
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Jon and Mel Jensen 
Michael McGuire

Staff of the Finger Lakes Land Trust

10 • THE LAND STEWARD

continued from page 9

Herbert and Elisabeth Schryver • David Schwartz • David I. Schwartz •
Paul and Lauren Schweizer • Robert Seem • Patrick Sewell & Gina
Varrichio • Albert Seymour • Anne Shapiro • Doug and Kathleen Shaw
• Jan and Mike Shay • Brett Shelton • Robert Shephard • Rachel and
Matt Sherman • Millie Sherwood • Jerald Shing & Duane Diviney •
Mike and Tarry Shipley • Mike and Karen Shuler • Linda Simkin •
Andrew Simkin • Wayne M. Simon • Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Sinton •
Patrizia Sione • Carol Sisler • Richard and Patricia Smith • Terry and
Carolyn Smith • Cliff Smith and Bernie Todd Smith • Art and Bebe Smith
• Erick Smith & Debby Halpern • Peter and Lynn Smith • Steve Smolen
• Dr, and Mrs. Craig Snapp • Jeffrey and Suzanne Snedeker • Philip
Snyder • Judy Sobczak • Susan Soboroff • Susan Solomon • Robert and
Susan Spahn • Jim and Susan Spear • Jack and Patty Starke • Kyra
Stephanoff & Paul Steen • David & Karen Stern • Tracy Stokol & John
Parker • Elizabeth Stoll • Alan & Sandy Stone • Sheila Stone • David
and Patricia Stone • Mr. and Mrs. David Strong • Maria Nowakowska
Stycos & J. Mayone Stycos • Steve and Cheryl Swartout • Sweet Land
Farm CSA • Irene Szabo • R.W.W. and Jo H. Taylor • Regi Teasley • Bud
C. and Priscilla A. Tennant • Philip and Diane Tennant • Constance
Thomas • Kate and Rob Thomas • John and Pamela Thompson • Liz and
Ed Thorndike • Nancy Tiedemann • James and Deborah Tifft • Therese
Tischler & Jody Stackman • Danny Tourance • Joan Tregaskis • Karen
and Al Tricomi • James Trondsen • James and Salli Tuozzolo • Mark and
Lynn Turnquist • Francis J. Uhlir • Jerome and Mary Van Buren • Linda
Van Buskirk • Alison Van Keuren • Donn Vickers & Sharon Sachs •
Doug and Cory Ward • Norm and Margaret Ward • Paul Warrender •
David and Dawn Wayne • Richard and Cindy Weakland • Jared
Weeden • Frederick and Alice Weeman • Randy Weidner • Mr. and
Mrs. Aaron Weinberg • Susie Weiss • Patty Weisse & George Thomas •
Tom and Maureen Welch • Welch Allyn Matching Gifts Program •
Nancy Wells • John Wertis • Walter S. Westfall • Jack and Jane Wheeler
• Joanna Wheelton • William White • Mr. and Mrs. Albert W. White •
Scott Wilkerson • Linda Williams • David Wilson Anne Clark • Scott
and Mary Ellen Winkelman • David Winkler Amy McCune • Katherine
Wolf & Peter Clark • Mariana Wolfner & Jim Rothenberg • Jim Wood •
Linda Woodard • Mr. and Mrs. Dan Woodard • Mary M. Woodsen •
Duncan Wormer & Barbara Benedict • Jerry and Virginia Wright •
Stephen and Amy Yale-Loehr • Michael Yates • Jack Young & Susan
Barnett • Ellen and Neal Zaslaw • Victoria Zeppelin • Jan and Ken
Zeserson     Pro bono attorneys John Alexander and the firm of Sayles &
Evans • Rob Besanceny • Elizabeth Bixler and the firm of Blumkin,
Finlay and Bixler, LLP • Derek Brocklebank and the Brocklebank Law
Firm • Charles Crum • Eric Haselbauer and Sarah Pellerin and the firm
of Harter, Secrest and Emery LLP • Laurence Karz and the firm of Hall
and Karz • Peter Miller • Carrie Pollak, Kim Rothman and legal assistant
Michelle Morris and the firm of Miller Mayer LLP • Stephanie Sechler •
Virginia Tesi and the firm of Barney, Grossman, Dubow, Marcus and
Orkin, LLP • Richard P Urda

*Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of
this list. If we have made an error, accept our apologies and feel free to
notify us. 

of undeveloped shoreline, along with six acres of adjacent
forest land with a mixture of hardwoods, such as white and
red oak and sugar maple. With much of the Seneca Lake
shoreline developed with waterfront homes, this upland
wooded area is vulnerable to “second-tier” development
that is rapidly spreading around the lake.

“Undeveloped shoreline is one of our region’s most
precious land resources,” said Land Trust Executive
Director Andy Zepp. “We’re grateful to Dick and Janice for
their generous donation and delighted to have the
opportunity to work with them to ensure the future of this
scenic lakeside property.”                                                       

––Jeff Tonole
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FROM
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Cayuga Landscape Co. 

Betsy and Dick Darlington 
John Guckenheimer and 

Meredith Kusch
Thomas Hampson and Zena Collier
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Harrington 

Mr. Howard Hartnett 
Joyce Hawley 
Andre Kessler 
Carolyn Klass 
Lloyd Knutson

Bruce Lewenstein 
Peter and Beth Marks  

Sandy and Ed Matthews 
Harry and Lorraine McCue 

Victoria Nuzzo and Bernd Blossey
Joan and Edward Ormondroyd 

Sandy and Bill Podulka 
Marie Read 

Kim Rothman 
Alan and Rita Weisbrod 

Edward John Thompson 
FROM

William Thompson

Our deepest gratitude for thoughtful gifts in memory of

Seneca Lake Shoreline Preserved
continued from page 3

Tax Incentive for Conservation
Easement Donation Extended

While there hasn’t seemed to be much agreement in
Washington lately, Congress and the President recently

renewed an important conservation tax incentive through 2013.
A federal tax incentive associated with conservation easement
donations was include in the “fiscal cliff” package, but
prospective easement donors must act quickly as it could expire
again on December 31, 2013.

The enhanced easement tax incentive:
•Raises the deduction a donor can take for donating an easement

from 30% of their adjusted gross income in any year to 50%;
•Allow qualifying farmers and ranchers to deduct up to 100%

of their income; and
•Extends the carry forward period for a donor to take tax

deductions for donated easements from 5 to 15 years (in
addition to the year of donation).

Please contact the Land Trust’s Ithaca office at (607) 275-9487
for additional information on conservation easements and the
enhanced tax incentive.



A CLOSER LOOK
The Honey Bee

A CLOSER LOOK

IN2006, American beekeepers began noticing that their
charges were mysteriously disappearing from one hive

after another. The losses didn’t stop the next year, or the
next, and although the catastrophic declines have recently
abated a bit, no one knows why the bees are dying or how
to save them. Experts have warned that colony collapse
disorder (CCD), as the phenomenon has been dubbed,
could imperil our food production systems: a full one-third
of the agricultural crops in the U. S. are pollinated by bees.

The little insect that shoulders most of this responsibility
is the European honey bee (Apis mellifera). This relatively
sleek, orange-and-black-striped, highly social animal is what
we usually think of as a “bee,” and it produces the fragrant
honeys and beeswax found in our markets. Like most
Americans, the European honey bee is a naturalized species.
They arrived on this continent with the first European
colonists. Humans have
lived side-by-side with
honey bees for a very
long time and have bred
them for certain
desirable characteristics.
However, a bee can
never be entirely
domesticated. The
apiarist can encourage
his bees to stay in a
man-made hive, but
there is nothing to
prevent them from
swarming, the process by
which a colony splits in
two; if swarming bees
are not coaxed into a
new hive, they will find
another cavity––a hollow
tree, an empty barn––in
which to nest. In addition,
the close proximity of
domesticated and feral
bee populations means that there is always some gene flow
back and forth.  There are over a hundred native bee species
in the Finger Lakes, but they do not live in large colonies or
produce significant amounts of either honey or wax. 

Exotic species can have disruptive or even devastating
impacts on native ecosystems, but honey bees do not seem
to negatively affect native pollinators; if anything, the
presence of so many additional bees has increased the
reproductive capacities of many plants. Plants fiercely
compete for attention by producing colorful, nectar-filled
flowers; their success, however, is always limited by the
number of pollinators available to take the bait. Although
small fields surrounded by natural areas may be serviced
entirely by native insects, modern large-scale farming often
involves growing vast fields of single-species crops in
landscapes that cannot support large populations of wild

pollinators. Consequently, hives are trucked around the
country on a regular schedule in order to pollinate crops as
they come into bloom.

The hard-working, peripatetic insects that ensure our
food supply are particularly susceptible to the recent bee
plague. CCD seems to be caused not by a single factor but
by a perfect storm of stressors that weaken a colony past the
tipping point: fungal, bacterial, and viral pathogens;
pesticides; stresses associated with migratory beekeeping;
malnutrition (a particular problem for bees that feed on
monocultures); and parasites. In particular, the Asian mite
Varroa destructor is very often associated with colony
collapse. Because beekeepers control mite infestations, bees
never get a chance to evolve resistance to the parasites. In
addition, colonies are crowded into apiaries, combs and
broods are regularly transferred between colonies, and bees

are discouraged from
swarming, all of which
favor the spread of mites. 

If Varroa mites have
wreaked havoc on
beekeepers’ hives, they
have had an even more
devastating effect on feral
honey bees: some
experts estimate that
there are almost no wild-
living colonies left in the
U.S. However, in at least
one place in New York,
feral bees are doing
surprisingly well. In
Cornell’s Arnot Forest,
Schuyler County, the
bees are going about
their business as they
have for the last four
hundred years. In fact,
the forest contains at
least as many feral

honey bee nests today as it did thirty years ago, despite the
fact that the bees are as heavily infested with mites as are
their hive-dwelling cousins. The reasons for their success are
still unclear. The bees may have developed biological
resistance or behaviors that reduce mite populations, such as
more frequent grooming. Perhaps the mites’ strategies have
evolved, as well, and they are learning to live more
peacefully with their hosts. Then, too, perhaps swarming acts
as a natural sort of mite control: feral bees are free to swarm
whenever they please, and each swarm reduces the mite
population in the original colony. Much more research
remains to be done on this subject, but it is comforting to
realize that at least part of the solution to the bee die-off that
threatens our national agricultural security just might be
found in the wild spaces of upstate New York.

––Jacqueline Stuhmiller
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A worker honey bee engages in collecting pollen and nectar. The pollen
that she has collected is visible as the yellow pellet on her hind leg
facing the camera.
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Spring 2013 Calendar

SATURDAY, MAY 18th, 8:00 am – 11:00 am:  
Come learn about the birds and the bees at The Land Trust’s 24th Annual Meeting &
Celebration at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker Woods Road in Ithaca. 
The event will be preceded at 8:00 AM by a bird walk around Sapsucker Woods led by
Mark Chao. Please see insert for details.

FRIDAY, MAY 31st, 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm:    
Join us for the dedication of the new boardwalk at the Roy H. Park Preserve in Dryden.
Visit our website or call us at 607-275-9487 for details.

PLEASE SEE INSERT FOR THE SCHEDULE OF OUR SPRING 2013 TALKS & TREKS SERIES
AND VOLUNTEER WORK DAYS

See our web site for maps and photos of the preserves.

WALKS GO RAIN, SUN OR SNOW. PLEASE BRING SNACKS AND WATER, AND WEAR
STURDY SHOES. CALL THE LAND TRUST AT (607) 275-9487 FOR DETAILS.




